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The American University of Armenia (AUA) has entered into a part-
nership with the people of Armenia to provide opportunities for
education and research to the youth of Armenia and the surroun-
ding region. Because we believe that the graduates of the institu-
tions of higher learning in Armenia possess a strong undergraduate
education, we decided to start with graduate degree programs by
building on that solid base. In addition to the graduate degree pro-
gram in fields and disciplines of importance to the country and the
region, AUA provides opportunities for research applied to social,
economic and political development, and continuing education.
Students working for their Master’s degrees prepare themselves
to become successful citizens and to make important contributions
to the development of their country and the region. In addition,
continuing education programs provide opportunities for training
and advancement to working persons who cannot afford to become
full time students at the university.

All of us at AUA hold high the vision for new challenges, new op-
portunities, and new horizons in Armenia, and the world beyond.
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MIHRAN S. AGBABIAN




The Mission
of AUA

The Mission of AUA is to provide university education to students
from Armenia and other regions of the world in accordance with
the American system and standards of higher learning. Through
teaching and research, AUA aims to prepare graduates who will
play a constructive role in the social and economic development
of Armenia, and other regions represented by the student body.
The language of instruction at AUA is English because it enables
international communication and makes it possible to establish and
enhance economic and political relations within the region and the
world.

The exchange between faculty and students is based on intellec-
tual openness. Students are encouraged to formulate critically and
creatively their own paths of understanding and pursue diversity
in knowledge. As a public service to the community, AUA also pro-
vides a program in continuing education.

. 1
President David Gardner of the University of California, and President Mihran Agbabian of AUA
signing the affiliation agreement. Back row L to R: The late S. Karamardian, L. Porter, W. Frazer,
A. Der Kiureghian, K. Pister, T. Condos, and J. Behrsin

History
of the University

On December 7, 1988, an earthquake measuring 69 on the Richter
scale rolled through the then Soviet Republic of Armenia, kiling
more than 25000 people and leaving 500,000 homeless. The
human tragedy and economic devastation shocked the world and
opened the Republic to the unprecedented humanitarian and
technical assistance from all over.

The idea of the establishment of a university modeled on the
American system of education was realized through the efforts of
Dr. Mihran Agbabian of the University of Southern California, Dr.
Armen Der Kiureghian of the University of California at Berkeley,
the late Dr. Stepan Karamardian of the University of California at
Riverside, and Mrs. Louise Manoogian Simone, president of the
Armenian General Benevolent Union. From the very beginning, the
government of Armenia, and specifically the then Minister of Higher
Education and Sciences, Dr. Vilik Haroutunian, gave relentless
logistical support and facilities. Two major institutions in the United
States, the Armenian General Benevolent Union with its financial
support, the University of California with its academic and ad-
ministrative support, helped launch the university. AUA is an affiliate
of the University of California.

On September 23, 1991, Armenia declared independence. On the
same day, AUA began instruction with 101 graduate students in
three departments. Enroliment in 1995 has reached 600 graduate
students in six academic departments.

““The University of California is proud to be associated
with AUA in bringing the American model of higher
education to the former Soviet Republics.”

WILLIAM FRAZER
Past Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the AUAC
and Professor of Physics, UC Berkeley




Organization
and Administration

AUA is an independent, private non-profit Armenian institution.
Itis the joint undertaking of the Ministry of Higher Education and
Sciences of the Republic of Armenia and the American University
of Armenia Corporation (AUAC), a California Public Benefit Cor-
poration organized exclusively for educational and charitable pur-
poses under Internal Revenue Code Section 501 (c)(3).

AUA’s Board of Directors consists of nine members. Four are ap-
pointed by the Ministry of Higher Education and Sciences and four
are appointed by the Board of Trustees of AUAC. The ninth member
is the President of AUA who is also the Chief Executive Officer. The
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of AUAC is also the Chairman
of the AUA Board of Directors.

University policies such as academic admissions, courses and cur-
ricula, development and finance are formulated with the assistance
of the Deans and Program Directors, as well as with the input of
various Board committees.

A Director of Administration, resident in Yerevan, oversees the dai-
ly activities of the university. Administrative staff, including the
registrar, the administrator of the University Extension, and the head
librarian, as well as administrative assistants, secretaries, techni-
cians and other personnel constitute the staff of the university in
Yerevan.

In Oakland where the headquarters of AUA Corporation are co-
located with the University of California administrative offices, all
executive functions are coordinated in the office of the president.
A special assistant to the president, the office manager, a secretary,
and part-time specialists in accounting and computer applications
constitute the US staff.

"“The American University of Armenia is an important
event in our cultural and scientific life. What do we ex-
pect from this university? No matter how talented we may
be we need a new way of thinking in our institutions, and
this university in Armenia will give us the means to ac-
quire this new way of thinking.”

LEVON TER PETROSSIAN
President of the Republic of Armenia

Computer Applications instructor Dr. Igor Mkrtumyan and his class in the Computer Lab.

The Faculty

The faculty of AUA is composed largely of professors from major
US institutions. A number of Armenian students are now enrolled
in doctoral programs in the US in preparation for permanent facul-
ty positions at AUA. Initially, visiting professors have served AUA
by taking leaves of absence or sabbaticals from their universities.
A core faculty serving AUA on a more extended basis is begin-
ning to take its place in the academic program of the university.
Deans of the various academic programs are responsible for
recruitment of faculty.
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“Although our Organization has major medical and
food preservation projects in Armenia, we are well
aware that education is the only long-term investment
we can make for the people of Armenia and its sister
republics as they enter the free world. It is my hope
that other sponsors and investors will join us in helping
AUA fulfill its promise.”

LOUISE MANOOGIAN SIMONE
President, Armenian General Benevolent Union

Commencement 1993. Minister Dr. Vartkes Gnooni, Ms. Louise Manoogian Simone, and Dr. Mihran
Agbabian. In the background distinguished Professor Bruce Bolt of UC Berkeley.

“The establishment of the American University of

Armenia is a significant milestone for the Republic's

educational and scientific system. We are deeply grateful

for all the support and efforts contributed by the benefac-

tors, the management of the University, its faculty, staff

and all the volunteers whose valuable work makes its
operations possible.”

DR. VARTKES GNOONI

Minister of Higher Education and Sciences

of the Republic of Armenia

AUA picctors

MIHRAN AGBABIAN
President, American University of Armenia
Professor Emeritus, Earthquake Engineering, University of Southern California

BABKEN ARARKTSIAN
President, Parliament of the Republic of Armenia

WALTER MASSEY
Chairman, University of Armenia Corporation
Senior Vice President and Provost, University of California

VARTKES GNOONI
Minister of Higher Education and Sciences, Republic of Armenia

GAGIK HAROUTUNIAN
Vice President of the Republic of Armenia

VILIK HAROUTUNIAN
Director, Laser Institute of Armenia
Former Minister of Higher Education and Sciences of the Republic of Armenia

JOHN A. MARCUM
Director of Education Abroad Program, University of California

LOUISE SIMONE
President of the Armenian General Benevolent Union

BERGE SETRAKIAN
Partner, Law Offices of Whitman Breed Abbott & Morgan, New York
Vice President of the Armenian General Benevolent Union




F BOARD OF TRUSTEES

American University of Armenia Corporation

WALTER MASSEY
Board Chairman
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, University of California

MIHRAN S. AGBABIAN
President
Professor Emeritus, Earthquake Engineering,
University of Southern California

VARTKES BARSAM
Deputy Treasurer
Engineer, Los Angeles, California

ARMEN DER KIUREGHIAN
Professor of Civil Engineering, UC Berkeley

WILLIAM R. FRAZER
Professor of Physics, UC Berkeley
Former Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, University of California

VARTAN GREGORIAN
President, Brown University

RAFFY HOVANESSIAN
Physician, Munster, Indiana
Member, Central Board, Armenian General Benevolent Union

MEREDITH KHACHIGIAN
Member, Board of Regents, University of California
Former Chair of the Board of Regents

JOHN A. MARCUM
Director, Education Abroad Programs, University of California

_
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American University of Armenia Corporation

KARL S. PISTER
Chancellor, UC Santa Cruz

LYMAN W. PORTER
Treasurer
Professor, Graduate School of Management, UC Irvine

DAVID SAXON
President Emeritus, University of California
Chairman Emeritus, MIT Corporation

BERGE SETRAKIAN
Partner, Law Offices of Whitman Breed Abbott & Morgan
Vice President, Armenian General Benevolent Union

LOUISE M. SIMONE
President, Armenian General Benevolent Union

BARRY ZORTHIAN
Partner, Offices of Alcalde & Fay
Member, Central Board, Armenian General Benevolent Union

THEONY CONDOS
Secretary
Special Assistant to the Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs,
University of California

A. JAN BEHRSIN
Advisor .
Office of the General Counsel, University of California
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MIHRAN S. AGBABIAN, Ph.D.
President

SUZY M. ANTOUNIAN, J.D.
Special Assistant to the President

ATKEN ARMENIAN, Ph.D.
Director of English Programs

HAROUTUNE ARMENIAN, M.D., Dr. PH.
Coordinator of the Certificate Program in Public Health

ANI BOYADJIAN BOGHIGIAN, M.S.L.S.
Senior Librarian, AUA Library

FRANK P. BRECHLING, Ph.D.
Director, Center for Economic Policy Research and Analysis

THEONY CONDOS, Ph.D.
Director of Admissions

A. MICHAEL CONRAD, Ph.D.
Director of Student Services and Registrar

ARMEN DER KIUREGHIAN, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Engineering
Director, Engineering Research Center

SONA HAMALIAN, B.A.
Administrator, University Extension

HAROLD KASSARJIAN, Ph.D.
Acting Dean, College of Business and Management

MICHAEL KOUCHAKJIAN, Ph.D.
Director of Administration

Associate Director, Center for Business Research and Development

NIKOLA B. SCHAHGALDIAN, Ph.D.

Acting Dean, School of Poliical Science and International Affairs

“I can think of no better contribution to the future of
Armenia than the institution which you and the entire
Diaspora community are developing. A major first class
university will bring light and knowledge to a country that
has suffered under hundreds of years of oppression and
denial. Please be assured of my personal support as well
as a promise to continue to seek the solid support of
the United States Government in attaining your goals.”

BOB DOLE
U.S. Senator

Harry Gilmore g with Michael Conrad and Robert Tembeckjian.

““When you walk in the doors of the American Universi-
ty of Armenia, you feel a sense of energy, of purpose.
When you talk to the students, you learn they are not
there just for themselves, they are there because they
want to make Armenia a better place to live for future
generations. To put it simply, AUA is a model of how the
Armenian government, the American government, and
the Armenian American community are all working
together, preparing for the future, and looking together
for solutions for Armenia’s problems.”

HARRY GILMORE
U.S. Ambassador to Armenia




& College of
’&\ Business and Management

ACADEMIC PROGRAM

The College of Business and Management offers a two year
full-ime graduate program leading to the degree of Master of
Business Administration (MBA). The MBA is a general degree to
prepare future business entrepreneurs, managers of private enter-
prises, and government executives. With a strong international orien-
tation, the MBA program is designed to help the future managers
interact freely and effectively with the global competitive environ-
ment. The curriculum also takes into consideration the unique
economic, social, and cultural needs and conditions of the region.

CENTER FOR BUSINESS RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT (CBRD)

CBRD was established in 1992 to help the economic development
of Armenia in its transition to a market economy. It carries out
organized research and development projects through teams of
faculty, local experts, and graduate assistants. Representative pro-
jects are a regional economic and business forecasting system;
studies in industrial development, privatization, and financial ser-
vices; serving as a resource for local and foreign firms; and publica-
tion of scholarly reports.

The late Stepan Karamardian, Ph.D., the

first Dean of the College of Business and Dean of the College of Engineering
Management and the Director of the Center and the Director of the Engineering
for i R and D F Center at AUA.

4 College of
A& | Engineering

ACADEMIC PROGRAM

The College of Engineering offers the Master of Engineering
(M.Eng.) degree program in Earthquake Engineering and In-
dustrial Engineering. The tragic earthquake of 1988, which pro-
vided the impetus of establishing the university, demonstrated the
need for an advanced level of learning in earthquake engineering.
The Earthquake Engineering department, which is modeled after
a similar program at the University of California at Berkeley, pro-
vides the essential knowledge from the fields of engineering
seismology, structural and geotechnical engineering, and modern
computer methods.

The Industrial Engineering department is designed to prepare
graduates with a broad-based knowledge in industrial and opera-
tions management, design of human/machine systems; econo-
mics and decision sciences; reliability and quality assurance,
and manufacturing.

ENGINEERING RESEARCH CENTER (ERC)

Established in June, 1992, ERC is administered by the College of
Engineering. The Center's purpose is to conduct basic and ap-
plied research for the industrial and economic development of
Armenia and the region. It brings together AUA faculty, local
scientists and engineers, and graduate students to collaborate
on projects that are generated internally or funded by external
sponsors. Projects have ranged widely from analysis of earth-
quake response of high-rise structures to theoretical studies in
mechanics, from studies in building code formulations to alternative
energy sources. The Center has close ties with major institutions
and laboratories in Armenia.




College of
Letters and Sciences

ACADEMIC PROGRAM

The College of Letters and Sciences was started in 1993 with
the establishment of the Karakashian Department of Political
Science. It offers a two year graduate program leading to the
degree of Master of Arts in Political Science. The program is career
oriented and gives the students the broader skills and analytical
perspectives to function effectively in government service as future
diplomats, administrators, policy analysts and researchers. The
academic curriculum is designed to prepare students in two inter-
related fields. Those enrolled in the Public Policy program are
expected to enter public service as administrators upon gradua-
tion. Successful graduates of the second program, International
Relations, are to enter careers in diplomatic service.

The program in Environmental Sciences provides support to the
educational program of the university by offering courses in En-
vironmental Awareness. Examples of the Environmental Awareness
courses are the course in Environmental Risk Management offered
to the Industrial Engineering students and the course on Living in
the Environment offered to all the first year entering students in all
the departments.

The program in Economics provides support to the educational
program of the university by offering courses in Micro and Macro-
economics.

A Certificate Program in Teaching English as a Foreign Language
is designed for prospective or practicing teachers of TEFL who
will have responsibility for teaching, curriculum design, develop-
ing of instructional materials, and, in some cases, train teachers.
The Certificate Program addresses the teaching of English at all
levels of instruction in Armenian schools, universities and language
institutes.

RESEARCH CENTERS
Center for Policy Analysis (CPA)

This Center, established in 1995, is administered by the department
of Political Science. It emphasizes problems in local and regional
administration, international law, media and communication, policy
formulation, and social safety. Students work with faculty and local
experts in defining the issues and in finding optimum directions
for implementation. The purpose is to help strengthen the intellec-
tual foundations of the democratic political culture.

Environmental Research and Management Center (ERMC)

This Center was established in 1992. It acts as a coordinator of
research by bringing together scientists in various institutes and
research centers of the Republic of Armenia with faculty and
graduate students of AUA. Ongoing research projects address
issues in air and water pollution, endangered species, solid waste,
health and the environment.

Center for Economic Policy Research and Analysis (CEPRA)

This Center was established in the spring of 1994 as a joint pro-
gram of AUA, the Ministry of Economy of Armenia and US Agency
for International Development. The Center seeks to foster a close
working relationship between Armenian and US specialists in such
fields as economics, finance, money and banking, fiscal manage-
ment and the private sector.




" ‘ College of
A& | Health Sciences

ACADEMIC PROGRAM

Beginning with the Spring quarter of 1995, a Certificate Program
in Public Health is offered to health professionals providing them
with background preparation for roles in the public health sector.
Emphasis is on personal skills in basic public health sciences,
including planning, evaluation, management, communication,
epidemiology and leadership. The curriculum employs a modular
framework. Three modules concentrate on core public health
disciplines and on building quantitative and analytic skills.

CENTER FOR PUBLIC HEALTH STUDIES

In accordance with the policy of establishing research centers in
conjunction with academic programs a Center for Public Health
Service is under organization. This Center will addres topics in
demography, biostatistics, epidemiology, environmental health,
and health service management.

Students working on a team project
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Intensive English Program \

Since English is the medium of instruction at AUA, the

University offers the Intensive English Program (IEP) to pro- ‘
vide applicants with a six month (500 hour) English
language course designed to raise their proficiency to the
level required to carry out academic work in English. The
courses are specially designed to prepare students in ex-
pository writing, oral communication skills, group discus-
sions, and reading skills. [

University Extension

The AUA's Extension Program serves as the University's
interface with the community, including certain targeted sec-
tors in government, academia, and the emerging private
sector. The courses, seminars and symposia are not part
of the university's degree program and are offered on a non-
credit basis. The Extension courses are taught by experts
from the academic and professional communities.
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University Library

Since the establishment in 1991, AUA began building the Papa-
zian Library, named after the donor of the library endowment. To
date, this library has approximately 10,000 English language titles.
The university aims to have a state of the art modern library,
organized according to American standards to include automated
systems, CD-ROM stations and an on-line access catalogue. The
Papazian Library houses the Antranig Antreassian collection which
comprises more than 3,000 volumes in Armenian and English,
a gift of Mr. Antreassian of Los Angeles.

"I am pleased that the University of California welcom-
ed the opportunity to assist in a project that will benefit
the people of Armenia. International partnership efforts
like yours strengthen ties of education, knowledge, and
friendship. The American University of Armenia holds
great promise. We will not rest until every Californian
knows about the University and the important mission
it has undertaken in Armenia."
PETE WILSON
Governor, State of California

"AUA is one of USAID’s most important development
projects in Armenia. The University exemplifies the best
traditions of American education as well as successful
cooperation between American institutions, the Ame-
rican-Armenian community, and the government of
Armenia. | will continue to support AUA to the greatest
extent possible.”
SUZANNE G. OLDS
Former Head of Mission USAID/Caucasus
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"I wish the blessings of the Holy See of Echmiadzin to
this institution and its leaders. | specially wish to com-
mend the great Armenian General Benevolent Union and
its dedicated president, Mrs. Louise Manoogian Simone.
Praise be to God that the Statue of Liberty of America
is now shining in Armenia. The evidence is this institu-
tion of higher learning, the American University of
Armenia.”
HIS HOLINESS THE LATE VAZKEN |
Catholicos of All Armenians

The future of this newly sovereign country lies in the abili-
ty and vision of the nation’s leaders to prepare the
children of Armenia for the future. Armenia’s centuries
old dream of a free and independent land is now a
reality. And AUA will help ensure a free and prosperous
Armenia. | am proud to associate myself with the AUA
and | am happy to pledge my continued support, not
only to the University as an institution, not only to the
current students of AUA, but to future generations of
students throughout Armenia.”
PAUL SIMON
U.S. Senator
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Students

Students admitted to the university have to satisfy general admis-
sion requirements for post graduate work leading to a Master's
degree. They must (a) hold a degree from a 4 or 5 year program
from a recognized institution of higher education, (b) have a
cumulative grade point average of 3.0 (letter grade B) or higher,
(c) satisfy the English language proficiency requirement, and (d)
take the standardized graduate examination applicable to the
particular program which they will follow. After graduating from
an Intensive English Program at AUA and satisfying the above
requirements, applicants enter the degree program as full-time
students.

AUA Alumni

The first Commencement of AUA was held in October, 1993. The
graduates have since formed an Alumni Association. They stay in
touch with the university which in turn keeps up its interest in the
careers of its graduates. The following is a statistics of the careers
of the graduates of the first two years:

Graduates 1993 Graduates 1994

Private Companies 2 4
Government 4 2
Own private business — 1
Work at AUA 6 3
lnEﬁrr}\ar%)ggIa\Organnzat|ons 15 35
Araratian Diocese — 1
Moscow 6 4
Thilisi 2 1
Graduate studies in USA 14 5
Looking for employment 3 9
No information - 2
TOTAL 52 67

Itis noted that students continuing their studies in the USA are either
working toward a Doctoral degree through AUA sponsorship or they
have received US exchange scholarships for shorter periods of
study. They are preparing themselves to become future faculty
members and professionals to serve AUA and other institutions in
Armenia.




Friends of the
American University of Armenia

Friends of AUA have the opportunity to participate in a variety of ways
for promotion of the education and research program as well as the com-
munity service activities of the university. Private gifts may be made to
the AGBU or to the AUA Corporation. These gifts may be unrestricted
for the operation of the university or designated for special programs.
An Endowment Fund has also been established to provide financial securi-
ty to the university. Gifts are acknowledged by designating chairs, scholar-
ships, facilities, such as the library or conference rooms, in the names
of donors or persons in whose memory or honor the donations are made.
AUA thanks many donors who have begun endowments or made
generous donations for the operation of the university.

THE NEEDS

¢ Annual Sponsorship of a University Professor

¢ Sponsorship of a Visiting Professor

* Sponsorship of two to ten week Extension Courses or Seminars

¢ Scholarships for the expenses of educating a student or students

* Grants for research and development projects at AUA Centers

* Donations for buildings, sections of buildings, facilities, books,
equipment

* Endowments for designated purposes for academic departments,
chairs, scholarships, lectureships, laboratories.

FUNDING

The University budget is approved by the Board of Trustees of the
AUA Corporation on an annual basis. Local expenditures in Yerevan are
partialy supported by a subvention from the Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion and Sciences. The operational budget, including the salaries of
American staff and faculty, are provided mainly by the Armenian General
Benevolent Union, a sponsor of AUA, through donations from the Arme-
nian community of the diaspora. Capital improvement funds have been
provided by the US Agency for International Development office of
American Schools and Hospitals Abroad. Grants have also been made
by the Lincy Foundation and the Eurasia Foundation for special programs
of the university. The university's Master Plan for academic programs is
implemented on the basis of availability of funds.

26

Friends of the
American University of Armenia

AUA is sponsored by the AGBU
and affiliated with the University of California

To join Friends of AUA, contributions may be forwarded to:
Armenian General Benevolent Union
or to
American University of Armenia Corporation

For Computer Equipment, Library, and textbooks:
[J $1,000 [1$500 [J$250 [J $100 [J Other

Partial Scholarship for one student: [J $2,500 per year
Full Scholarship for one student: [] $5,000 per year

Individual scholarships of three to ten week Extension
Courses L[] $10000 [J $15000 [ $25000
All courses will be named after donors.

[J | am interested in endowing one of the Annual Seminars
for $300,000. Please send me more information.

[J I am interested in endowing one of the Laboratories or
Research Centers for $500,000. Please send me more
information.

[ I am interested in endowing one of the Chairs of study or
an academic department for $1,000,000. Please send me
more information.

Name: ......
Address . .
City: .. o vo.. Stale; L. SRR e o

Checks payable to: Armenian General Benevolent Union
31 West 52nd Street, New York, NY 10019-6109
Phone: (212) 765-8260
or: American University of Armenia Corporation
300 Lakeside Drive, 22nd F1., Oakland, CA 94612
Phone: (510) 987-9452

All donations are tax-deductible. Contributions of $5,000 or more will be
acknowledged on a plaque at the American University of Armenia.

P27










