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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF ARMENIA
Mission Impossible becomes a reality

Dear Friends,

Itis not always easy to ask for contributions. We know full well you are probably inundated with
requests. But when we feel so strongly about a project, we can't help but enthustastically and confidently
ask your financial support.

It has been almost seven years since AUA opened its doors. It was an unbelievable undertaking as
tons of computers, books, even paper, pens and pencils were shipped from the United States. Professors
- from leading American Universities were truly pioneers as they relocated to Armenia to begin three
month intensive English and computer classes followed by a Master's degree program in Business
Management and Engineering for the first 100 students accepted in September 1991,

Would the younger generation in Armenia, newly free from Soviet domination accept Western educa-
tion, market and management theories and the latest technology? Would they even stay in Armenia after
all the retraining or were we just preparing graduates who would look for opportunities abroad as soon
as they received their degrees?

We are proud o report that the American University of Armenia’s mission has succeeded beyond our
wildest dreams. I hope you have read the cover page of this letter listing just some of our graduates and
their present fields of employment. It keeps getting better and better as our alumni mature and gain

i Whether it is in g ministries, communications, private business, educational and
itarian institutions or A d foreign embassies, organizations and joint ventures, AUA
* graduates are making an impact on the economic, political and social progress of the country.

Today AUA has over 500 alumni working in Armenia. The two year Master's degree program with a
1998 enrollment of 350 students has in the past seven years expanded to include Political Science,
International Relations, Public Health, Law and Environmental and Conservation Science, Thousands of
others have atiended outreach programs in over fifty fields, including banking, journalism, conflict resolu-
tion, education, earth ineering, busi 19 and special intensive English for teachers,
doctors, parli ians, diplomats, g staff and lawyers, just to name a few of the varied sem-
inars and courses offered by AUA.

Of course, none of these accomplishments were realized without substantial funding. Originally,
with the highly qualified academic team of Dr. Mihran Agbabian, past President of AUA, Dr. Armen Der
Kiureghian, Dean of Engineering, and the late Dr. Stepan Karamardian, Déan of Business Management,
the affiliation of the University of California and the assistance of the government of Armenia, AGBU
agreed to guarantee the annual $1,000,000 operating costs with the contributions of a few visionary
donors.

i fa b

Today, with tripled enrollment and expanded degree programs, the annual budget is $3,000,000.
Along with our subsidy, grants from the U.S. government and foundations, AGBU and the AUA Board of
Directors are dedicated (o raising a minimum $25,000,000 endowment to secure the future funding of the
University, All contributions received in response to this appeal will be added to the “Friends of
AUA” endowment, the annual income of which will fund scholarships for deserving students.
All major donors ($5,000 and over) will have their individual endowments established at
AGBU.

Lam often asked “Why an American University in Armenia.” I think most of us realize the unique
advantages of higher education in this country as we plan for our children's future, But even greater
proof of America’s academic excellence is the overwhelming number of forcign students studying in the
United States today. Subsidized by their families or the universities of their choice or even by their gov-
ernments, countless officials, leaders in various fields or individual entrepreneurs around the world can
trace their success to their years of study in the U.S. At first, we too thought it would be easier to simply
bring students from Armenia to the U.S. But as we contemplated the future, we realized AUA could play
a major role in influencing a new academic and professional life in Armenia; that we could offer more
students courses never before taught in Armenia; teach local instructors and at the same time assist other
universities in their transition from a Communist dictated system to an independent, modern educational
environment.

And 50 it has come to pass. With the expertise of academicians from the University of California and,
more recently, Johns Hopkins University and the appointment of Dr, Haroutiun Armenian as President,
AUA continues to break new ground. Our 150 yearly graduates, our extension and outreach courses
attended by thy Is of professionals and our cooperative programs with local universities and institu-
tions have truly impacted on the life of Armenia. And each year, some ten percent of our graduates have
the opportunity to continue their study for additional degrees in Europe and North America.

Won't you join us in supporting the education of 2 new cadre of professionals, trained and eager to
promote the future of Armenia. It is an investment beyond measure.

With appreciation

e e

Louise Manoogian Simone
President

PS. For all of you who bave generously contributed in the past 1o support scholarsbips for deserving students or who bave
establisbed permanent endowments which presently lotal $6,500,000 we take this apportunity to once again thank you.
Your generosity bas meant a great deal to AGBU 1o AUA and to the people of Armena.



