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1993 COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM

GUEST OF HONOR

His Excellency Mr. Levon Ter-Petrossian, President, Republic of Armenia

PROCESSIONAL

NATIONAL ANTHEMS

INVOCATION

PRESIDENT'S REMARKS

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

MUSICAL INTERLUDE

REMARKS

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

MUSICAL INTERLUDE

GREETINGS FROM THE
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

CONFERRING OF DEGREES

VALEDICTORY REMARKS

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
CONCLUDING REMARKS
RECESSIONAL

Graduating Class of 1993, AUA Faculty and
Administration, Directors and Trustees.
"Pomp and Circumstance”. E. Elgar

"MER HAIRENIK"
"STAR SPANGLED BANNER"

ARCHBISHOP KAREKIN NERSESSIAN

Primate, Araratian Diocese

DR. MIHRAN AGBABIAN

President, American University of Armenia

MRS. LOUISE MANOOGIAN SIMONE

President, Avmenian General Benevolent Union
"Hayrapetakan Makhtank”. Komitas

DR. VARTKES GNOUNI
Minister of Higher Education and Science
Republic of Armenia

MR. GAGIK HARUTUNIAN
Vice-President, Republic of Armenia

"Vagharshapat Dance". Komitas

DR. THEONY CONDOS
Director of Admissions, American University of Armenia

DR. ARMEN DER KIUREGHIAN

Dean, College of Engineering, American University of Armenia
DR. STEPAN KARAMARDIAN

Dean, College of Business and Management, American
University of Armenia

MR. GRIGOR M. SUKIASSYAN
College of Engineering

MRS. SUSANNA SAHAKIAN
College of Business and Management

"Academic Festival Overture”, Brahms
DR. MIHRAN AGBABIAN
"The Royal Fireworks Music" - G.F. Haendel



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS TO

The Government of the Republic of Armenia
for Land Grants, Facilities, and Subsidies and joint participation in the founding of the
American University of Armenia.
The Armenian General Benevolent Union
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Special Thanks To:

The Nishan Papazian Family of Switzerland
for endowing the Library
Mr. Krikor Karakashian of Switzerland
for endowing a program in Political Science
The Eurasia Foundation
for funding a program in Public Policy and Management
Mr. Sarkis Acopian of Pennsylvania
for providing the funds to establish the Environmental Sciences and Management
Program
Ms. Louise Mancogian Simone of New York
for providing the funds to establish the Center for Business Research and
Development
Mr. Nazar Nazarian of New Jersey
for providing the funds to equip the Computer Laboratory
Mr. H. Paul Boghossian of California
for providing the funds for research projects in Business and Management
Mr. Antranig Antreassian of California
for donating his entire library collection to the American University of Armenia
The Soros Foundation
for a grant to establish the Soros Information Services.



ADMINISTRATION OF THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF ARMENIA
YEREVAN, ARMENIA

Joint Board of Directors
Dr. William Frazer, Chairman
Honorable Gagik Haroutyounian, Vice Chairman
Honorable Papken Ararktsian
Honorable Vartkes Gnouni
Dr. Vilik Harutunian
Ms. Meredith Khachigian
Dr. John Marcum
Ms. Louise Manoogian Simone
Dr. Mihran Agbabian, President of the University

Academic Deans
Dr. Vartkes Broussalian, Acting Dean, University Extension
Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian, College of Engineering
Dr. Stepan Karamardian, College of Business and Management
Dr. Nikol Shahgaltian, Acting Dean, Political Science

Administration
Dr. Mihran Agbabian, President
Dr. Michael Kouchakdjian, Director of Administration
Dr. Tsovak Avakian, Relations with the Ministry of Higher Education and Science
Mr. Vartkes Barsam, University Treasurer
Dr. Theeny Condos, Director of Admissions
Dr. Michael Conrad, Associate Director, Student Services
Mr. Tigran Ghazarian, Assistant to the Director of Administration
Mr. Arthur Davtian, Associate Director, Facilities
Ms. Sona Hamalian, Associate Director, University Extension
Dr. Gayane Harutunian, Associate Director, External Relations
Mr. Robert Martirossian, Construction Manager
Mr. Mnatsakan Mkrtchian, Associate Director, Financial Services
Mr. Suren Shahinian, Associate Director, Administrative Services
Mr. Haig Tigranian, University Architect



Faculty who have served the American University of Armenia during
the academic years 1991-1992 and 1992-1993

College of Engineering

Industrial Engineering

Name

Dr. Rasphal Ahluwalia
Dr. Rouben Ambartsoumian
Dr. Ara Arabyan

Dr. Arra Avakian

Dr. Richard Bernhard
Dr. Charles Feinstein
Dr. John Gleason

Dr. Hamo Lalehzarian
Dr. Shmuel Oren

Dr. Abhay V. Trivedi
Dr. Gagik Tsatouryan
Dr. Vaughn Huckfeldt

Earthquake Engineering

Name

Dr. Vitelmo Bertero

Dr. Bruce A, Bolt

Mr. Edward Cranswick
Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian
Mr. Martin Eskijian

Dr. Movses Kaldjian

Dr. Michael Melkumian
Mr. Roy M. Stephen

Dr. Frederick Tajirian

Dr. Vagharshak Vardanian
Dr. Richard Woods

Dr. Mansour Niazi

Dr. Ashot Hagopian

Computer Applications
Name

Dr. Alexander Glockner
Dr. Igor Mkrtumian
Mr. Costa Vailakis

Home Institution

University of West Virginia
Academy of Sciences of Armenia
University of Arizona

California State University, Fresno
University of Santa Clara

North Carolina State University
Creighton University, Nebraska
California State University, Fresno
University of California, Berkeley
Southern Ilinois University

State Engineering University of Armenia
Regis University

Home Institution

University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Berkeley
US Geological Survey

University of California, Berkeley
University of Southern California
University of Michigan

National Survey for Seismic Protection
University of California, Berkeley
Bechtel Corporation

University of Southern California
University of Michigan
Geophysics Consultants

Academy of Sciences of Armenia

Home Institution

University of California, San Diego
State University of Yerevan
University of Redlands



College of Business and Management

Name

Mr. Ara Asatrian

Dr. Sumer Aggarwal
Dr. James A. Anderson
Dr. Deirdre Bird

Dr. Vartkes Broussalian
Dr. Michael Conrad

Dr. Allen G. Greenwood
Dr. Vahan Janjigian

Dr. George Gevorkian
Dr. Michael Kouchakdjian
Dr. Joseph McGuire

Dr. Earl Naumann

Dr. Earl Snell

Dr. Cynthia Pavett

Intensive English Program
Name

Mr. Virgil Strohmeyer
Mr. Mhaer Alahydoian
Mr. Aram Ohanian

Dr. Patricia Boyle

Ms. Karine Mouradian
Ms. Gayane Zargarian
Ms. Seda Ter-Minasian
Ms. Hasmik Grigorian
Ms. Nelly Haroutunian
Ms. Parandzem Badalian
Ms. Alla Bakunts

Ms. Isabella Sarkisova
Ms. Roubina Gasparian
Mr. Atken Armenian
Mr. Jimmy Harris

Mr. Nicholas Dimmit
Ms. Carmen Blythe

Ms. Marianne Karduner
Ms. Vartuhi Filhanessian
Ms. Julia Jufalakian

Ms. Kristine Karapetian

Home Institution
University of California, Berkeley
University of Massachusetts

California State Polytechnic University

Northeastern University
California State Northridge
LA Salle University
Northeastern University
Northeastern University
Northern Virginia

UCLA

University of California, Irvine
Boise State University, Idaho
Westminster University, Utah
University of San Diego

Home Institution
UCLA

UCLA

AUA
University of Southern California
AUA

AUA

AUA

AUA

AUA

AUA

AUA

AUA

AUA

Canada

UCLA
University of Southern California
UCLA

UCLA

UCLA

AUA

AUA



ABOUT THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF ARMENIA

The American University of Armenia, AUA, was founded to address the long-term needs
of Armenia and its region. Its mission is to educate and train a new generation of leaders in the
best tradition of American universities and graduate schools. With the financial and
organizational support of the Armenian General Benevolent Union and the institutional affiliation
granted by the University of California, together with land grants, facilities and subsidies
provided by the Government of Armenia, AUA has a solid foundation for fulfilling its educational
mission.

On September 23, 1991, the day Armenia declared independence, AUA opened its doors
with 101 students enrolled in the intensive English language program. Of these students 55 were
admitted to the Business and Management program, 7 were admitted to the Earthquake
Engineering program, and 13 were admitted to the Industrial Engineering program. With faculty
members drawn from some of the best American universities, instruction is conducted in English
according fto the standards of comparable U.S. universities.

The second academic year started on September 21, 1992, with the enrollment of 140 new
students in the intensive English language program. Of these students 84 were admitted to the
Business and Management program, 12 were admitted to the Earthquake Engineering program,
and 28 were admitted to the Industrial Engineering program. A University Extension was also
organized to offer short courses and training programs for people in the work place who cannot
afford the time to become full time students. Two research Centers, the Center for Business
Research and Development and the Engineering Research Cenfer, provide Research
Assistantships to students who work with faculty and local scientists on projects that contribute to
the advancement of the economy and lifestyle of Armenia and the surrounding region. A Center
for Environmental Management and Science, affiliated with the Engineering Research Center,
provides environmental sensitivity and awareness programs fo the students in the regular and
extension programs. :

The third academic year starts with the addition of a new department - a M.A. degree
Program in Political Science. AUA plans to establish degree programs in Public Health and
Health Care Management, and Agricultural Sciences in the future. A new campus is being
planned on land in the hills overlooking Yerevan.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF AMERICAN GRADUATION REGALIA

The evolution of the modern American cap and gown comes largely from the clerical
dress of the 13th and 14th centuries. The wearing of the colored hood came to be a mark of the
attainment of a degree. The colors used for the hood borders were developed in 1895 when the
Intercollegiate Commission drew up a code which was subsequently adopted by the American
universities. Bright orange became the border color for Engineering, and Beige for Business. The
colors on the inside on the hood represent the colors of the university which conferred the degree.
For the American University of Armenia, those colors are red and blue.



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF ARMENIA
GRADUATING CLASS OF 1993

College of Business and Management
Master of Business Administration

David G. Akopyan Babken Y. Mnatsakanian
Arcady A. Amirian Anahit V. Ordian
Aram K. Avakian Haik V. Papian
Hasmik F. Avetisian Georgy 1. Petrossian
Eleonora R. Avetisian Haroutiun A. Poghossian
Zakar S. Boyadjian Hrant G. Sahakian
Arthur V. Chilingarian Susanna N. Sahakian
Hambartsum H. Chilingarian Gegham M. Sandrosian
Hasmik S. Gevondyan Nune J. Sargisian
Tigran F. Ghazarian Karine Y. Sarkissian
Marine H. Ghushchian Armen V. Shahinian
Nelly G. Grigorian Suren M. Shahinian
Ara L. Hakopyan Alek A. Tamarian
Armen G. Hovakimian Anahit 4. Tarkhanian
Zohrab H. Hovhannisian Vadim A. Ter-Israelian
Ani L. Kagramanian Kristina I. Ter-Kazarian
Vazgen H. Manuk-Hakobian Armen D. Vahradian
Edward G. Manukian Gagik D. Yeghiazarian
Garegin R. Manukian Hrachia L. Yerknapetian
Armenak G. Mikaelian Armen A. Zargarian

Lilit H. Mkrtchian

College of Engineering
Master of Industrial Engineering Master of Earthquake Engineering

Margarita E. Akopjanian Ruzan R. Aghazadian
Armen A. Badalian Maya E. Belubekian
Marina Y. Baghdasarian Lucine S. Gevorkian
Karen G. Galoyan Petros G. Keshishian

Ashot H. Hovhannisian Armen F. Martirossyan

Margaret K. Hovanissian
Nerses S. Kazarian
Arthur R. Lalayan

Ashot M. Mbrtchian A NEW BEGINNING FOR
Grigor M. Sukiassyan A NEW GENERATION...




