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1997 COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM

PROCESSIONAL

NATIONAL ANTHEMS

INVOCATION

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

GREETINGS FROM THE
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

COMMENCEMENT MESSAGES

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
VALEDICTORY REMARKS

MERIT AWARD
CONFERRING OF DEGREES

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
CONCLUDING REMARKS
RECESSIONAL

Graduating Class of 1997, AUA Faculty and Administration
“Pomp and Circumstance” - E. Elgar

“MER HAIRENIK”
“STAR SPANGLED BANNER”

ARCHBISHOP KAREKIN NERSISSIAN
Primate, Araratian Diocese

DR. HAROUTUNE ARMENIAN
President, American University of Armenia

DR. ARMEN DER KIUREGHIAN
Dean, College of Engineering

GARNIK NANAGOULIAN
Minister, Ministry of Industry and Trade of RA

DR. HAROUTUNE ARMENIAN
President, American University of Armenia

Fragment from “Caucasian Sketches” by M. Ippolitov-Ivanov

NUNE MANGASARYAN
Department of Public Health
GAYANE AVETISYAN
TEFL Certificate Program

DR. HAROUTUNE ARMENIAN
DR. HAROUTUNE ARMENIAN

Dean, College of Health Sciences, Department of Public Health

MS. RHONDA COOPER

Director, Intensive English Program

DR. NICOL SHAHGALDIAN

Dean, Department of Political Science

DR. ARMEN DER KIUREGHIAN

Dean, College of Engineering

DR. ROUBINA OHANIAN

Dean, College of Business and Management

“Academic Festival Overture” - Brahms
DR. HAROUTUNE ARMENIAN
March “Stars and Stripes Forever” by J. P. Sousa

MUSIC PROVIDED BY THE ARMENIAN PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

Michael Avetissian, Conductor



ABOUT THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF ARMENIA

The American University of Armenia, AUA, was founded to address the long-term needs
of Armenia and the region. Its mission is to educate and train a new generation of leaders in the
best traditions of American universities and graduate schools. With the financial and
organizational support of the Armenian General Benevolent Union and the institutional affiliation
granted by the University of California, together with land grants, facilities and subsidies
provided by the Government of Armenia, and the financial assistance of the U.S. Agency for
International Development, AUA began with a solid foundation for fulfilling its educational
mission.

On September 23, 1991, the day the Armenian Parliament declared Armenia’s
independence, AUA opened its doors with 101 students enrolled in the intensive English language
program. These students later matriculated in Business and Management (MBA), Earthquake
Engineering and Industrial Engineering (M. Eng.).

In subsequent years, the student body increased from 101 sudents to 377 students
enrolled in 1997. Several programs were added during these years. A University Extension
program was organized to offer short courses and training programs for working professionals;
three Research Centers: the Center for Business Research and Development; the Center for
Economic Policy Research and Analysis; and the Engineering Research Center, provide Research
Assistantships to students working with faculty and local scientists, contributing toward the
. advancement of the economy and lifestyle in Armenia. A Center for Environmental Management
and Science, provides environmental awareness programs to the students in the regular and
extension programs.

A Political Science Department was added in Spring, 1994, offering a degree in Pditical
Science (MA.Pol.Sci.). Building on earlier programs, a Certificate program in Teaching English
as a Foreign Language commenced in Fall, 1994. A Certificate program in Public Health was
initiated in Spring, 1994 and in 1996 it became a degree program (MPH). Two additional
research centers were added in Fall, 1995: The Center for Policy Analysis and the Center for
Health Services Management.

A Master of Laws (LL.M.) degree was initiated in Fall, 1996, enrolling 24 students in the
Program.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF AMERICAN GRADUATION REGALIA

The evolution of the modern American cap and gown comes largely from the clerical
dress of the 13th and 14th centuries. The wearing of the colored hood came to be a mark of the
attainment of a degree. The colors used for the hood borders were developed in 1895 when the
Intercollegiate Commission drew up a code which was subsequently adopted by the American
universities. Bright orange became the border color for Engineering, and Beige for Business.
The colors on the inside of the hood represent the colors of the university which conferred the
degree. For the American University of Armenia, those colors are red and blue.
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The late Kevork and Astghik Shishmanian
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for supporting the Public Health Program, the Political Science Program, and the
University Extension Program
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ADMINISTRATION OF THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF ARMENIA
YEREVAN, ARMENIA

Joint Board of Directors
Dr. C. Judson King, Chairman
Honorable Gagik Haroutunian, Vice Chairman
Honorable Babken Ararktsian
Honorable Artashes Petrosian
Dr. Vilik Haroutunian
Ms. Louise Manoogian Simone
Mr. Vartkes Barsam
Dr. Mihran Agbabian, President Emeritus
Dr. Haroutune Armenian, President of the University

Academic Deans
Dr. Haroutune Armenian, Public Health
Dr. Atken Armenian, Extension Program
Dr. Richard Buxbaum, Law
Dr. Russell Campbell, English Programs
Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian, Engineering
Dr. Donald Fuller, Dean of the Faculty
Dr. Roubina Ohanian, Business and Management
Dr. Nicol Shahgaldian, Political Science

Administration
Dr. Haroutune Armenian, President
Ms. Suzy Antounian, Director, Policy and Planning
Mr. Vartkes Barsam, University Treasurer
Dr. Theony Condos, Dean of Admissions
Dr. Michael Conrad, Director, Student Academic Affairs
Ms. Rhonda Cooper, Head of Intensive English Program
Dr. Gayane Haroutunian, Associate Director, Scientific Counseling and
Information Center
Mr. Ruben Karapetian, Acting Director, AUA Papazian Library
Mr. Garik Karapetian, Chief of Security and Transportation Services
Mr. Arthur Khachatryan, Cafeteria Director
Dr. Michael Kouchakdjian, Director of AUA Center
Ms. Anahit Krishchian, Personnel Coordinator/Executive Assistant to
Administration
Mr. Mnatsakan Mkrtchian, Associate Director, Financial Services
Dr. Igor Mkrtoumian, Director, AUA Computer Center
Ms. Anahit Ordian, Deputy Director of Administration
Mr. Armen Petrosian, Associate Director, Faculty Services
Mr. Benjamin Pluzyan, Associate Director, Facilities
Mr. Ashot Vardanian, Superintendent
Mr. Richard Youatt, Office Manager, Oakland Office



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF ARMENIA
CANDIDATES FOR CERTIFICATES AND DEGREES OF 1997

MASTER IN PUBLIC HEALTH

Tatul Y. Hakopyan
Liana M. Hovakimyan
Zaruhi K. Janibekyan
Naira H. Khachatrian
Arthur G. Khachatryan

Karine M. Markosyan
Lousine H. Meyroyan
Ruzanna L. Mkhitaryan

Narine K. Movsisyan

Gohar V. Panajyan

Marine F. Adamyan
Garry Aslanyan
Ara A. Beglaryan
Ruzanna N. Gevorgyan
Anahit F. Ghazanchyan

Karine A. Grigoryan

Nune V. Mangasaryan

Nelly A. Tadevossyan
Svetlana G. Topchyan

CERTIFICATE IN TEACHING ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Lousa A. Antonian
Gayane Z. Avetisyan
Armenuhi V. Bagdasaryan

Rouzanna S. Janoyan
Armine L. Khanzatyan
Sonya V. Mkrtchian

Argina S.
Armida M.

MASTER OF ARTS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE

Liana I. Abrahamyan  Margarita S. Gasparyan Artur R. Markosyan
Lianna R. Aivazyan Anahit S. Gasparyan Naira A. Melikian
Anaida S. Allakhverdyan Marine V. Gevorkyan Karen L. Mkrtchian
Armine A. Asryan Lily L. Hakopyan Arev H. Movsisyan
Anush V. Avanesyan Gayane A. Hovannisyan Arevik A. Saribekyan
David H. Avetisian Larissa H. Hovhanessian Anna A. Soghomonyan

David K. Babayan Hasmik V. Hovhanesyan Hovhannes R. Vardanian
Maya G. Barkhudarian Ara G. Hovsepyan Lilit V. Vardanyan
Anush M. Davtyan Nvard V. Manasian
MASTER OF ENGINEERING
Industrial Engineering
Nataly R. Altunian Gayane R. Goltukchyan Alice A. Noreyan

Vahan V. Amirbekyan Aram L. Hovhannisyan Garen N. Oganezov
Armine A. Arustamyan Margarit Khachatryan Karine S. Tadevosyan
Astghik K. Babayan Hasmik Manuelyan Lusineh Y. Vardanyan

Sevak Baghdasaryan Armen B. Martirosyan Liana E. Yeganova
Lusine Baghdasaryan Anna R. Mkrtchyan Anahit R. Yernjakyan

Zaruhi L. Davtian

Mkrtchyan
Poghosyan



Earthquake Engineering

Babken V. Babayan Gohar W. Hovhannisyan Hayk R. Martirosyan
Hasmik V. Baghdasaryan Ashot T. Margaryan Aram V. Tonoyan
Aram Chichyan

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Hasmik H. Antonyan Marine A. Karapetyan Naira A. Poghosyan
Karine H. Arakelyan Karen H. Kechechyan Nora A. Poghosyan
Vahan K. Arushanyan Ara V. Khachatryan Tsolak S. Safaryan
Armine R. Arzumanyan Arman H. Khachatryan Gagik Sh. Sahakyan
Armen A. Asatryan Natalie V. Khachatryan Armen A. Sardaryan
Alexander K. Babayan Armenak H. Kirakossyan Karen H. Sargsyan
Samvel Sh. Bareyan Anna H. Martirossian Karen E. Simonyan
Anahit B. Dimaksyan Hakob P. Melkonyan Arevhat A. Tsaturyan
Narine V. Grigoryan Armine R. Mirzoyan Vahagn R. Vardanyan
Arsen V. Hayrumyan Vartuhy S. Movsissyan Davit O. Yedigaryan

Narek H. Haytayan Sona A. Petrosyan Araik P. Zohrabyan



