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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF ARMENIA

CLASS OF 1999
COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1999, 4:00 P.M.
LARGE AUDITORIUM
YEREVAN, ARMENIA



1999 COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM

PROCESSIONAL

NATIONAL ANTHEMS

INVOCATION

PRESIDENT'S REMARKS

GREETINGS FROM THE

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
COMMENCEMENT MESSAGES

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
VALEDICTORY REMARKS

MERIT AWARD

POEM RECITATION

CONFERRING OF DEGREES

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
CONCLUDING REMARKS
RECESSIONAL

Graduating Class of 1999, AUA Faculty and Administration
“Pomp and Circumstance” by Edward Elgar

“MER HAIRENIK”
“STAR SPANGLED BANNER”

ARCHBISHOP NERSES BOZABALIAN
Locum Tenens of Catholicate of All Armenians

DR. HAROUTUNE ARMENIAN
President, American University of Armenia

DR. RICHARD BUXBAUM
Dean, School of Law

HONORABLE KHOSROV HAROUTUNIAN
Minister, Ministry of Territorial Management of RA
DR. JOHN WATERBURY

President, American University of Beirut

“Waltz” by Georgi Sviridov

ARMINE GRIGORYAN

Graduating Student, School of Political Science and International
Affairs

AVEDIS SEFERIAN

Graduating Student, College of Business and Management

DR. HAROUTUNE ARMENIAN

LILIT SARUKHANYAN
I” year student, College of Political Science and International

Affairs

MS. ANNE FERYOK

Lecturer, TEFL Program

DR. RICHARD BUXBAUM

Dean, School of Law

DR. NICOLA SHAHGALDIAN

geatf, School of Political Science and International
airs

DR. DONALD FULLER

Dean of Faculty

DR. ARMEN DER KIUREGHIAN

Dean, College gf Engineering

DR. KRIKOR SOGHIKIAN (on behalf of Dr. Haroutune Armenian)

Professor, College of Health Sciences

DR. JULIA NEWTON

Associate Dean, College of Business and Management

“Academic Festival Overture” by Johannes Brahms
DR. HAROUTUNE ARMENIAN
Triumphant March from the opera “Aida” by Giuseppe Verdi

MUSIC PROVIDED BY THE ARMENIAN PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

Gevorg Mouradian, Conductor



ABOUT THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF ARMENIA

The American University of Armenia, AUA, was founded to address the long-term needs of
Armenia and the region. Its mission is to educate and train a new generation of leaders in the best
traditions of American universities and graduate schools.  With the financial and organizational
support of the Armenian General Benevolent Union and the institutional affiliation granted by the
University of California, together with land granmts, facilities and subsidies provided by the
Government of Armenia, and the financial assistance of the U.S. Agency for International
Development, AUA began with a solid foundation for fulfilling its educational mission.

On September 21, 1991, the day the Armenian Parliament declared Armenia’s independence,
AUA opened its doors with 101 students enrolled in the intensive English language program. These
students later matriculated in Business and Management (MBA), Earthquake Engineering and
Industrial Engineering (M. Eng.).

In subsequent years, the student body increased from 101 students to 415 students enrolled in
1999. Several programs were added during these years. A University Extension program was
organized to offer short courses and training programs for working professionals. Three Research
Centers were established to provide Research Assistantships to students working with faculty and local
scientists: the Center for Business Research and Development; the Center for Economic Policy
Research and Analysis; and the Engineering Research Center. A Center for Environmental
Management and Science provides environmental awareness programs to the students in the regular
and extension programs. '

A Political Science Department was added in Spring, 1994, offering a degree in Political
Science (MA.Pol.Sci.). Building on earlier programs, a Certificate program in Teaching English as a
Foreign Language commenced in Fall, 1994. A Certificate program in Public Health was initiated in
Spring, 1994 and in 1996 it became a Master of Public Health degree program. Two additional
research centers were added in Fall, 1995: The Center for Policy Analysis and the Center for Health
Services Research.

A Master of Laws (LL.M.) degree was initiated in Fall, 1996, enrolling 24 students in the
Program, with its Legal Resource Center.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF AMERICAN GRADUATION REGALIA

The evolution of the modern American cap and gown comes largely from the clerical dress of
the 13th and 14th centuries. The wearing of the colored hood came to be a mark of the attainment of a
degree. The colors used for the hood borders were developed in 1895 when the Intercollegiate
Commission drew up a code which was subsequently adopted by the American universities. Bright
orange became the border color for Engineering, beige for Business, blue for Political Science,
salmon pink for Public Health, and violet for Law. The colors on the inside of the hood represent the
colors of the university which conferred the degree. For the American University of Armenia, those
colors are green and blue.
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The Government of the Republic of Armenia
for Land Grants, Facilities, and Subsidies and joint participation in the
founding of the American University of Armenia.
The Armenian General Benevolent Union
for providing the operating funds and participating in the foundmg of the
American University of Armenia.
The University of California
for granting institutional affiliation to the American University of Armenia and for
continuous support.
The United States Agency for International Development
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educational programs.
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' FOUNDING BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF ARMENIA

Dr. Mihran Agbabian, President Emeritus

Honorable Babken Ararktsian, Former Chairman, Parliament of RA

Dr. William Fraser, Former Chairman of the Board, American University of Armenia
Corporation

Honorable Vartkes Gnooni, Former Minister of Higher Education and Sciences of RA
Honorable Gagik Haroutunian, Chairman, Constitutional Court of RA

Dr. Vilik Haroutunian, Director, Laser Institute of Armenia and Former Minister of
Higher Education and Sciences of RA

Meredith Khachigian, Chair, Board of Regents, University of California

John Marcum, Director, Education Abroad Program, University of California

Ms. Louise Manoogian Simone, President, Armenian General Benevolent Union



ADMINISTRATION OF THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF ARMENIA
YEREVAN, ARMENIA

Academic Deans

Dr. Haroutune Armenian, Health Sciences

Dr. Atken Armenian, Extension Program

Dr. Richard Buxbaum, Law

Dr. Russell Campbell, English Programs

Dr. Theony Condos, Director of Admissions

Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian, Engineering

Dr. Donald Fuller, Dean of the Faculty

Dr. Roobina Ohanian, Business and Management

Dr. Nicola Shahgaldian, Political Science and International Affairs
- Dr. Lucig Danielian, Associate Dean, Political Science and International Affairs

_Dr. Barnabas Johnson, Associate Dean, Law

Ms. Elisa Kekejian, Assistant Dean, English Programs

Dr. Julia Newton, Associate Dean, Business and Management

Administrators
Dr. Haroutune Armenian, President
Dr. Donald Fuller, Vice President/Director of Administration
Ms. Suzy Antounian, Vice President, Development and External Programs
Mr. Vartkes Barsam, University Treasurer
Dr. Atken Armenian, Director, Student Academic Affairs _
Dr. Michael Kouchakdjian, Project Executive, AUA Center and Coordinator,’
~ Special Business Projects
~ Ms. Anahit Ordian, Deputy Director of Administration
Mr. Mnatsakan Mkrtchian, Associate Director, Financial Services
Dr. Igor Mkrtoumian, Director, Computer Center
‘Ms. Satenik Avakian, Director, AUA Papazian Library
Mr. Gevorg Harutunian, Cafeteria Manager '
Mr. Garik Karapetian, Chief of Security and Transportation Services
Ms. Anoush Margaryan, Personnel Coordinator/Executive Assistant to
Administration
Mr. Armen Petrosian, Associate Director, Administrative Services
Mr. Ashot Vardanian, Superintendent
Mr. Richard Youatt, Operations Manager, Oakland Office
Ms. Marineh Goushchian, Accountant and Grants Administrator, Oakland Office
Ms. Gohar Momjian, Grants and Projects Officer, Oakland Office




AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF ARMENIA _
CANDIDATES FOR CERTIFICATES AND DEGREES OF 1999

CERTIFICATE IN TEACHING ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE
Shoghik S. Sargsyan

Anahit Sh. Abrahamyan Hripsime T. Mermerian
Hranush V. Ginosyan Ripsime Yu. Ohanyan Vardouhy H. Torosyan
Naira G. Hambaryan : Gohar A. Sahakyan Nora G. Virabyan
MASTER OF LAWS
Lusine R. Abovyan Evelina S. Manukyan Haykanush H. Parsamyan
Astghik G. Aywazian Anahit H. Mikaelyan Rudolf A. Petrosian
Artashes G. Emin . Eduard A. Mkrtchyan Tatshat L. Stepanyan
Ashot S. Harutyunyan Ara S. Nazaryan Valerya V. Tarverdyan
Arthur H. Osikyan Arthur Yu. Tunyan
Irina R. Vardanyan

Maria S. Harutyunyan
Hayk A. Hovhannisian

MASTER OF ARTS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE
Anahit V. Mkrtchyan

Aida N. Arutyunova " Gohar N. Hairapetian
Karine S. Avagyan Anna N. Hakobyan Anna S. Mkrtchyan
Armen M. Danielyan Irine G. Hakobyan Lusine V. Muradyan
Nune A. Danielyan Anna A. Hovhannisyan Anna P. Poghosyan
Tsovinar F. Ghazaryan Lusine E. Khachatryan Marine T. Shahbazyan
Yulya G. Ghazaryan Anahit G. Maryanyan Lilit A. Simonyan
Laura H. Mkhitaryan Irina R. Tevosyan

Armine V. Grigoryan
MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Karine B. Muradyon



MASTER OF SCIENCE IN INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING AND SYSTEMS MANAC

Arsen R. Abrahamyan
Arsen H. Aidinyan
Tigran P. Arabadjyan
Lusine V. Artenyan
Hasmik F. Badalyan
Armenuhi T. Gasparyan
Armen S. Gevorgyan

Gohar V. Aleksandryan
Arusiak R. Avagian
Alina R. Aznauryan

Vardan H. Aznauryan
Vahe M. Badalyan

Gevorg H. Chilingaryan

Anahit P. Demirchyan

Gayane G. Ghukasyan

Anna V. Andriasova
Aida H. Arakelyan
Natalya A. Artsruni

Sona K. Avagyan
Yana A. Avagyan

Marine H. Balayan

Ruzan M. Balayan
Armen V. Barseghyan
Kristina S. Dombayan

Vardan H. Enfenjyan

Diana A. Geoletsyan

Anna H. Gevorgyan

Natalya V. Ghazaryan

Movses K. Gevorgyan
Vigen G. Gevorgyan
Greta G. Gyulbudaghyan
Vahagn M. Israelyan
Vigen R. Kesoyan

MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Tsovinar L. Harutyunyan
Liana R. Hovhannisyan
Artashes R. Khachatryan
Hasmik G. Kocharyan
Rouzanna G. Manukyan
Armen H. Martirosyan
Zara R. Melkonyan

Arthur I. Ghuzanyan
Arthur G. Grigoryan
Armen R. Hovhannisyan
Armen A. Kerobyan

Yekaterina G. Koshkaryan

Haik A. Maghakyan
Geghetsik Y. Makarian
Hovhannes Kh. Margaryan
Edwin D. Markosyan
Madlena A. Martirosian
Arakel V. Meliksetyan
Inga R. Meliksetyan
Lusine V. Meliksetyan

Alexander S. Melik
Karine R. Mirzakh
Armen M. Papy
Samvel L. Samve
Sergey L. Sargs;
Lusine H. Yepren
Sargis A. Zeytun

Lusine A. Mirzc
Zaruhi H. Mkrtci
Irina M. Muraa
Mariam L. Siano.
Roozanna E. Step:
Marine H. Stepai
Zaruhi F. Yeghiaz
Gayane S. Yenok

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Vahagn V. Mkhita
Arsen R. Mkrtch
Arev V. Papiky:
Vahe F. Sarkiss;
Avedis H. Sefer:
Hripsime H. Stepc
Vahram S. Stepar
Anahit F. Tadevo:
Meline M. Tovma
Mher R. Tsatury
Lusine V. Tumy:
Haik H. Yeritsic
Armen L. Zakar:




