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Health Sciences Prograny

The American University of Armenia Health Sciences Proj
develop local expertise in managing health programs, ass¢
Armenia and translating that knowledge into improved hea
evaluating programs to meet those needs.

Goals

The goals of the integrated Health Sciences Program are to, |

1) train and develop expertise in the disciplines of i
health care facilities among local health professiom

2) conduct applied research and providc technical a
international donor organizations in addr essmg the
the population;

3) help to develop the public health practice and res

4) provide opportunities for collaborative research
public health colleagues world-wide.

Affiliation

Recognizing the importance of promoting the public's heall
dissemination of expertise, the world-renowned Johns Hop
Public Health entered into an affiliation agreemcnt with thc

The American University of A
i 51995_:
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Ubhc health ,.—'md management of

satbumcc to the Mnustry of Health and
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carch mﬁrastructuxe of Armenia; and

md emhang,e of mformanon among,

h wwld-mde qnd the need for
kinﬁ Umversity 8chool of Hygiene &

Ammcm Umvexsxty of Armema to.

95 It
by Dr. Haroutune K. Armenian, MD, DrPI—l a Proﬁassor of prdemmiogy and Dlrector of the
School's MPH Program, Dr. Armenian's personal and prof ssional oo

makes him ideally suited to this position. )

The Educational Mission

The HSP is a two-tiered, modular educatjonal program. Th
program in public health. As described in detail below, the
conceptual, and theoretical grounding in the core discipline
the program will be for the completion of the master's degy
advanced study in one or more of the core areas integrated
the acquired knowledge and skills in the student's area of in
students an opportunity to apply their knowledge and skills
Armenia in a supervised setting, thus benefitting both the s
population.

¢ first tier is a one-year certificate

z§:§t lier provides a practical,

s of public hiealth: The second year of

v¢. The seeond tier will consist of
with px‘aatiw} experience in applying

tmeaf The second year will provide
to probiems of importance to
udgnts dﬁd ’ﬂm'health of the
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The Certificate Program Curriculum

The certificate program curriculury is divided mto three modules. W
several units. Each unit and module are integrated with and ild v

Module I: Public Health Problem Solvine
Unit 1 Introduction & General Principles i
Unit 2: Biostatistics, Demography and Information Sy

L

f

Unit 3: Social & Behavioral Sciences in Public Health! | |

Module II: Techniques of Problem Investigay

Unit 1: Epidemiology i

Unit 2: Problem Investigation in Environmental Health

Unit 3: Economics & Finance : ; ‘

| : i

Module I1I:_Program Planning & Implementation
Unit 1: Health Services Management bl i i
Unit 2; Program Planning g

Unit 3: Project Development & Evaluation

Organizing Paradigm ‘ i R

The organizing principle for the curriculum is a six-step public health problem solving paradigm

for professional practice. In addition to providing a conceptu léi‘}fam@_\_work for tackling a wide

T:i hg a number of other public
health paradigms, the problem solving paradigm emphasizes the need for eritical thinking and
analytic reasoning skills within a rational context which clarifjes the need and role of each of the
core public health disciplines [ biostatistics/demography, epid ;nn;‘niolwg,y3 behavioral sciences,
environmental & biological factors, health finance & rnauag«;cmcr_;‘_t].;aﬂd -a;.tji;ajhbcr of related skills
such as computer literacy, effective verbal and oral communis atign, working in multidisciplinary -
groups and interacting with the public at-large as well as with the private and governmental

variety of public health problems and a framework for integra)

sectors.

The six steps of the paradigm are: Problem Definition: Measuring Magnitude; Understanding
Key Determinants; Developing Prevention & Intervention Ss‘c.r;}té;;;ies,;
Policies; and Implementation & Evaluation. The content of the my
the core skills and knowledge associated with each of these stepsi

The first unit of module one (Introduction & General Principlds) is designed to 1) provide
students with the broad conceptual framework for the entire ALA Health Seiences Program; 2)
define the domains of public health; 3) explicate the problem golving paradigm using a variety of
specific examples; 4) demonstrate the relevance of the paradigin 10 professional practice; 5)
develop basic group process and multidisciplinary team buildi 1 skills and 6) provide an
overview of the types of skills and disciplines that bear on a public health problem and at which
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point in the problem solving process the various discip

With the conceptual framework in place, students will

key paradigms in the sequence in which they bear unpe
Part of unit 1 and Unit 2 provide the requisite skills anc
existence of a problem and descriptively assessing its n

|
b ; o b
mes contribute most.

hew be exposed to the core disciplines and
rlance in the problem solving paradigm.
pamd1gms for critically assessing the

agnitude, | Umt 3 addresses one of the

considerations in seeking to understand the key determ annts of a problem socio-¢ultural

factors.

Module II continues with a detailed unit addressing an

dytu.. and:quantlmwe epidemiologic

skills. An examination of the environmental and blologmal determmams of health follows. With

an understanding of the "disease" processes and mugni

ude in hand, lhe last unit of Module 11

addresses the practical considerations in selecting f:omfmwng the vanous options which have

been identified: economics and financing,

Module III concludes the paradigm with the remaining i
implementation, and evaluation. In this way, the broad|
application considerations raised during the initial unit
in greater depth and breadth. Within each of the discipli
paradigms are developed and related to the overarching
the paradigm aids integration and application of the vas
practice even before completing the entire program,

Pragtical Application Lraining

Education and training alone is not sufficient to ensure
health of the people of Armenia by these students. The
integrate their newly acquired knowledge and skills by
world conditions. The practice-oriented nature of the s
students to conduct health and health services research
of the people of Armenia in a setting which incorporatg
senior public health professionals. This objective is mq
organized center for health services research and develc

!

gsues of program planning,
ovcxv:cw of knc:w]cdg,u skills, and
i1 Module [ are expanded and developed
nes, a number of other conceptual
problem solving paradigm The use of
ious corponents into professional

iy s |

that posjtive lmpact will be made on the
students mu.&t have the opportunity to
meeting real world needs under real

ccond year will provide an opportunity for
which has immediate impact on the health
3 supervision by and collaboration with

st easily accomplished through an

pment.

Given the recent systemic changes, an opportunity exis

8 to provide those entrusted with

ensuring the health of the public with the resources to effectively guide the development of

health policy in the coming years. The professional stalff

and students of the AUA health

sciences program will be uniquely situated to support the information and technical needs of the
Ministry of Health and various donor organizations whilc:- advancing its own educational

objectives. The center will be run on a project-by-projc

ct bagis: each project will have an

identifiable team of rescarchers. All projects will be conducted within the training mission of the
university and with regard to the programmatic needs (iiﬁ‘ jt‘he c:oumry.

Training Center for Health Services Research & ;ihwgbguﬁgm

The center will not duplicate any existing services, but

3
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fc’u heroffer its expertise as a resource to
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support and facilitate the existing public health infmstx

center will be to:

JHU EPIDEN|

“ Fh&&mxdmg principles of the

I-Zd n the AUA Hcal!h Sciences Program;

1) provide supervised training for students enro

2) serve as & venue for linkages between the Mih

expertise of the program's faculty; and

15!!‘)’ of Health, donor agencies, and the

3) support programmatic development of heallh

of Health.

Anticipated areas of concentration for the Center include
health, and maternal and child health. Activities can in
populations, program planning and evaluation, and basic
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,ipnmcu  health ‘ccue, L T
,yude ep:.dem:ologxc assessment of special

uncnou with the Ministry

hcalth services rescarch and evaluation,

T AT B Ty




