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Executive Summary 

Armenia accepted the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control in 2004, and on 

December 24 of that year, a law regarding tobacco production and consumption was passed 

in the country, which banned the sale of tobacco products to minors.  A survey conducted 

among schoolchildren earlier  suggested that 5.6% of respondents were current smokers, of 

which 74.8% had purchased cigarettes in a store and 79.3% of those purchasers were not 

refused despite their age.   

This was the first study of its kind conducted since the law came into effect to 

determine if minors’ access to tobacco in shops had changed since then.  It used a mixed 

methods approach, with a self-administered, anonymous survey instrument (similar to the one 

used in 2004) conducted in 10 Yerevan schools, with 1084 respondents as well as 10 in-depth 

interviews with shopkeepers exploring their knowledge of the law and the fines associated 

with breaking it, their experience, beliefs and practices while selling cigarettes to minors. 

The survey found that adults often send children to buy cigarettes for them, with 

57.1% of respondents recalling buying tobacco for an adult within the past year.  53.4% of 

schoolchildren reported attempting to purchase tobacco in a shop within the past 30 days, of 

whom 87.2% were not refused sale because of their age.  Additionally, 66.2% of all 

respondents said that it was “quite easy” or “very easy” to purchase cigarettes in a shop. 

In-depth interviews revealed that shopkeepers were aware that the sale of tobacco to 

minors was banned, although most thought this law existed long before it actually came into 

effect.  Shopkeepers reported selling tobacco to minors when they were sure that the children 

were buying them for an adult and not for themselves, which they said happened often in the 

neighborhoods that they served.  None of the interviewees recalled ever using identification 

or proof of age before selling to someone who looked like they may be under the legal age. 

The study suggests that the ban on the sale of tobacco to minors has been ineffective 

and there are very few barriers, if any, for a child to buy cigarettes in shops in Yerevan. 
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Introduction 

Armenia accepted the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (1) in 2004, and on 

December 24 of that year, a law regarding tobacco production and consumption was passed 

in the country, which banned the sale of tobacco products to minors (defined as under 18 

years of age). Other articles in this law also prohibited smoking in health facilities, cultural 

and educational centers (2). A legislative amendment then imposed a fine of 30 minimum 

wages for those found guilty of selling tobacco products to minors for the first time, followed 

by a fine of 50 minimum wages and/or losing the business license for repeat offences, but no 

penalties were outlined for breaking most of the other components of this law (3). 

The only large survey to assess youth access to tobacco in Armenia was conducted in 

2004 as part of the Global Youth Tobacco Survey (GYTS) initiative (4).  It was conducted 

among schoolchildren in grades 7-9 throughout Armenia.  However, the report for this survey 

was released in the month of October, at which time the above-mentioned law (including the 

ban on sales of tobacco to minors) had not yet been adopted.  The results of the survey 

suggested that 24.8% (27.6% of Yerevan respondents) of all respondents had “ever smoked”, 

which included one or two puffs, 46.4% (41.7% in case of Yerevan) of which had done so 

before 10 years of age.  5.6% of respondents (6.0% in Yerevan) were described as current 

smokers, based on the number of cigarettes smoked within 30 days previous to the survey.  

12.5% of the current smokers were described as “addicted” based on their craving for a 

cigarette first thing in the morning.  The data concerning access were perhaps most striking – 

74.8% of the current smokers purchased cigarettes in a store and 79.3% of those purchasers 

were not refused despite their age (5).   

The literature reveals a debate into the question of whether or not laws restricting 

tobacco sales to minors are indeed effective in restricting access and decreasing the 
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prevalence of smoking among those underage.  Some studies have shown a decline in 

smoking rates after effective bans in certain communities (6;7), while others argue that such 

bans involve young people in black market trade for tobacco products and are therefore 

fraught with unintended consequences (8).  A variant of the second approach is the argument 

that many young people turn to social sources of tobacco (friends, older classmates) and their 

smoking habits remain unaffected (9;10). 

Yet another point of view is that in those areas where there has been no decline in 

smoking prevalence, the law has existed only on paper and has failed in its implementation.  

Authors subscribing to this opinion believe that if properly implemented, laws banning the 

sale of tobacco products to minors are effective in lowering the prevalence of smoking in that 

age group and also tackle initiation at a young age (11). 

Another important factor to consider in Armenia is the sale of single cigarettes (also 

prohibited by the law mentioned above) (12).  Authors have long argued that the availability 

of single cigarettes makes smoking a much more affordable and accessible habit and also 

facilitates experimentation in minors (13). 

All these factors may also hold true for Armenia, and while a lot of work has been 

done by getting the government to ratify the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, we 

are still not completely aware of how much things have changed in reality, if at all.  While 

anecdotal evidence abounds, there had not been any studies since 2004 which seek to 

measure this change in any scientific way.  This was the first study of its kind in Armenia 

since the law was adapted. 

 

Objective 

The following study addressed the following research questions: 

• Do minors purchase tobacco products in Yerevan? 
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The sub-questions the study addressed are the following –  

• Has the 2004 law banning the sale of tobacco to minors created any real obstacles to 

the purchase of tobacco by minors in Yerevan? 

• What are the knowledge and attitudes of store managers and shopkeepers in Yerevan 

regarding the 2004 law banning the sale of tobacco to minors? 

 

Methods 

The study has a mixed methods design consisting of two components –  

• Quantitative component – This is a school-based self-administered survey conducted in 

Yerevan among the first study population - 7-9 graders (an age range of 13-15 year 

olds).  The sample size of 1021 was determined to allow a difference of 5% to be detected 

in comparison to the 2004 GYTS (where the main variable of interest is the percentage of 

respondents who bought tobacco products) and such that the results may claim to be 

representative for Yerevan.  The sample size was calculated for an alpha of 0.05 and a 

power of 0.8,  and the final calculation (1021 schoolchildren) also considered a response 

rate of 85% and a conservative design effect of 2.  Sampling was done through a two-

stage cluster approach.  The sampling frame for the first stage consisted of all Yerevan 

schools having 7-9 grades, taking into account enrollment sizes.  This information was 

obtained from the Department of Education at Yerevan City Hall.  The schools were 

divided into large schools (defined as having more than 1000 students) and small schools, 

after which it was decided to randomly select 3 large schools and 7 small schools, 

proportional to the overall percentage of these schools in Yerevan.  Random selection was 

done using the SPSS random case select function.  All the schoolchildren in grades 7-9 of 

the chosen schools were taken as the study population.  Because of this, the number of 

respondents exceeded the calculated sample size.  The questionnaire was based mainly on 
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the 2004 GYTS instrument, with the main measured domains being smoking behavior, 

access to tobacco products and attitudes towards smoking (see appendix 1a and 1b).  Two 

additional questions were taken from the Center for Disease Control (CDC) Monitoring 

the Future Survey (also targeting schoolchildren), measuring single-cigarette purchasing 

habits and perceptions regarding ease of purchase. The questions from the GYTS have 

already been adapted to Armenia, translated to Armenian and used in 2004.  However, the 

final version of the questionnaire for this study was pre-tested among a group of 8 

schoolchildren aged 13-15 years.  A few changes were made based on their feedback and 

the questionnaire was only then sent to the field as the quantitative data collection 

instrument for the study. 

• Qualitative component – This consisted of a series of in-depth interviews with the second 

study population - store managers and shopkeepers in Yerevan of adult age.  A sample 

of the shops was done based on convenience originally planned to be quota-based to 

include 5 shops each for kiosks, medium-sized shops and supermarkets.  A total of 15 

interviews were planned.  However, the interviewer was viewed with suspicion (as 

determined objectively by the interviewer based on reactions shown by potential 

respondents) and while some shopkeepers refused to participate at the very beginning, 

others turned down participation when they heard that the topic of study was the sale of 

cigarettes to minors.  This was especially pertinent in the case of people running kiosks or 

managing supermarkets. Some shopkeepers confided that they had experiences in the past 

where they had given information about their sales to people posing as students, only to 

be fined and penalized by what turned out to be undercover tax officers.  

This attitude towards the study undermined the original plan for quota sampling and for a 

comparison of the situation among kiosks, shops and supermarkets.  Eventually, 10 in-

depth interviews were conducted as opposed to the planned fifteen, and 8 of these were in 
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shops with 1 each in a kiosk and supermarket.  The interviewer approached shopkeepers 

through mutual acquaintances, i.e. a mediator personally known to the shopkeeper 

introduced the interviewer and the purpose of the interview, which increased the level of 

confidence of the interviewee in the process. 

The questions in the interviews focused on knowledge of the 2004 law as well as store 

policies and experiences in dealing with minors attempting to purchase tobacco (see 

appendix 2a and 2b).  The qualitative design for the store managers and shopkeepers was 

intended to be exploratory and provide possible avenues for future studies and 

interventions involving this population.  It was also intended to provide input from the 

“other side” in case a considerable percentage of respondents report the experience of 

purchasing tobacco products after the imposed ban. 

 

Ethical concerns 

The survey component posed minimal risk to the schoolchildren and the only 

research burden involved was 10-15 minutes of time for filling in the questionnaire.  There 

were no direct benefits to this research population. 

The qualitative component might have been perceived as threatening by the store 

managers and shopkeepers because it would involve discussing an activity considered illegal 

(the sale of tobacco products to minors).  It was therefore considered to pose greater than 

minimal risk for this population.  However, no enforcement mechanisms exist for this law 

and no state bodies or organs have been authorized with penalizing shopkeepers or store 

managers for violating this law.  Anecdotal evidence suggests that nobody in Armenia has 

ever been penalized for the sale of tobacco products to minors. 

 Possible benefits to the qualitative research population included more information 

about the law, which they could receive from the interviewer after the interview. 
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 Informed consent was sought from both study populations prior to involving them in 

the study.  In both cases, this was written consent (see consent forms attached as Appendix 

3a, 3b, 5a and 5b). 

 In case of the school-based survey, consent was sought from the children and not their 

parents.  This was done for the following reasons – the issue of tobacco use among children is 

a sensitive one and parents’ instructions to their children might bias the study findings.  

Additionally, the parent’s consent would not add to the level of protection for this 

component, as the survey posed minimal risk to the children.  Finally, a procedure for gaining 

the parents’ consent might have unnecessarily prolonged field work, and may have 

undermined the reach of the study – the survey was conducted within a period of three days 

in May 2007, before schools closed for the summer vacation. 

Additionally, permission was sought from the Ministry of Education (see appendix 6a 

and 6b for the letter in English and Armenian).  The Ministry interceded with the Department 

of Education at Yerevan City Hall, which then provided a list of schools in the capital.  The 

principal of each school involved was also asked to sign a written consent form (see appendix 

4a and 4b) 

 For the qualitative component, informed consent was sought from each interviewee 

and only adults were interviewed. 

 No information was recorded on the school-based survey questionnaire which would 

allow the respondent to be identified.  The survey was self-administered.  While the data 

collector was present in the classroom as the students took the survey, one of the children was 

asked to collect all the completed questionnaires and return them such that the data collector 

would be unable to link any one child with any one questionnaire. 

 The in-depth interview notes (in written form only, nothing was tape-recorded) did 

not register any information which would make it possible to identify the shops visited as 
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well as shopkeepers or store managers interviewed.  There stores where interviews were 

conducted were not mentioned in a list of any kind. 

 All the survey questionnaires and interview notes were kept at a secure location (the 

student investigator’s home).  After data entry, access to the computer files was restricted to 

those involved in the study and the staff of the College of Health Sciences.  Since the data 

files are based on the anonymous field material, they are also unable to provide information 

that will be able to identify the respondents.   

All field notes will be destroyed after the study is completed and the findings 

presented.   

 

Data Entry, Cleaning and Analysis 

 Data entry was conducted by only one person using SPSS version 11.0.  Single entry 

was conducted due to the large number of cases and limited time.  The data were checked by 

spot checking and range checking and a few corrections were made. 

 Since the approach used in the 2004 survey was different to the one in the current 

study, a direct statistical comparison of the data in both datasets was not possible.  Therefore, 

data analysis for this study was limited to descriptive statistics and conducted using both 

SPSS version 11 and Stata version 7. 

 The qualitative data were categorized into domains and analyzed manually. 

 

Results 

Quantitative Analysis 

1094 questionnaires were returned, of which only those with valid responses to more 

than half the questions were analyzed.  This excluded 10 questionnaires and thus the final 

dataset consisted of 1084 cases, where 39.8% of respondents were boys, 57.7% were girls.  
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Even though the field work was conducted during the examination period for eighth graders, 

the distribution of respondents by grades remained quite even with 34.8% being seventh 

graders, 34.2% eighth graders and 29.0% ninth graders.  Most of the respondents were in the 

13 to 15 year age group, as expected.  A summary of the survey population is presented in 

table 1. 

Of all the respondents, 21.0% said that they had tried smoking at some point in their 

lives, with 39.1% of these respondents having smoked before the age of 10 years.  4.7% of 

respondents claimed to have smoked at any time in the 30 days before the survey, where 28% 

of them (or 1.3% of the whole survey population) admitted to smoking every day. 

Two questions were used to measure perceived access to tobacco products.  21.5% of 

respondents said it would be “probably impossible” for them to get cigarettes for their own 

use, while 8.9% said it would be very difficult, 12.2% said somewhat difficult, 18.5% said 

quite easy and 33.9% said very easy.  When asked how difficult it would be to buy cigarettes 

in a shop, the distribution was different with only 4.9% saying very difficult, 1.2% saying 

quite difficult, 17.6% claiming it would be quite easy, 48.6% saying very easy and 25.8% 

saying that they did not know.  These figures were recoded for comparability and are 

presented in table 2. Regarding actual access, 52.2% of those respondents who got 

themselves cigarettes in the preceding 30 days did so by personally buying them in shops.  

57% of all respondents claimed to have bought cigarettes for an adult in the preceding 12 

months and only 12.8% of those respondents who had tried to buy cigarettes in a shop in the 

preceding 30 days had been refused sale because of their age.  Thus, 87.2% of those 

respondents who had bought cigarettes in a shop in the thirty days before the survey reported 

no problems in purchasing cigarettes.  Of the valid responses, 6.8% reported having bought 

single cigarettes in the past year. 
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A summary of these findings can be seen in table 3.  The findings for knowledge and 

attitudes regarding smoking can be seen in table 4. 

No significant differences in the rates of refusal for sale was noted in a comparison of 

seventh graders, eight graders and ninth graders. 

 

Comparisons between districts 

The Nor Nork and Shengavit districts of Yerevan together provided the bulk of 

respondents for the survey with 34.8% and 33.9% respectively.  Respondents from these 

districts came from three different schools each – while in other districts there were only one 

or two schools visited - so any comparison to detect possible differences by district have been 

limited to these sub-groups.  The figures for percentage of children buying cigarettes who 

were not refused sale because of their age are very similar (83.9% in Nor Nork and 84.3% in 

Shengavit) which are also both close to the overall percentage. 

The percentage of respondents considering it “easy” or “very easy” to buy cigarettes 

in shops is also similar in both districts (50.4% in Nor Nork and 48.5% in Shengavit) which 

is close to the overall percentage of 48.6%.   

 

Qualitative Analysis 

The first finding from the field work for the in-depth interviews of shopkeepers was 

the unwillingness of most of those approached to participate in the study and the suspicion 

with which they viewed the interviewer.  Although this had been understood to be a sensitive 

topic for them while this study was being planned, the extent to which they were unwilling to 

participate had been underestimated and forced changes to be made in the original plan for 

the qualitative component of the study.  The first 7 shopkeepers refused participation, before 

the following were approached through mutual acquaintances. 
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In the successful interviews, the shops visited covered a wide range of business 

history, with 4 functional since Soviet Armenia, 4 opened in the 1990s, 2 in the early 2000s 

and another 2 within the last 4 years.  In half of the shops the persons interviewed were both 

the owners and the salespeople, while in the other half (including a supermarket where the 

manager was interviewed) the owner was not approached. 

 

Knowledge 

All but one of the shopkeepers were aware that a law existed in Armenia that 

prohibited the sale of tobacco products to minors.  However, none of them knew when this 

law came in to effect, with all of them saying that it had been in force for at least the last 5 

years.  None of the respondents could accurately state the fine associated with breaking this 

law.  Half of the respondents claimed that minors became adults legally at the age of 16 

years, while the rest correctly identified this age as 18 years. 

One of the respondents stated, “The law does not allow the sale of cigarettes to 

minors, i.e. those who are below 16 years of age.” 

 

Attitude 

Most of the shopkeepers interviewed expressed personal aversion to smoking and 

stated that they would not sell cigarettes at all, if it did not damage their profits. 

When asked what fine they would see as effective in upholding the law against the 

sale of tobacco to minors, answers ranged from only 10,000 Armenian drams (AMD) to 

several hundred thousand.  Salespeople said that if the person directly selling the tobacco is 

fined, then 10,000 (AMD) is a big fine to pay, while others said that it is the shop owner who 

should be fined, in which case the fine had to be at least 100,000 AMD.  One respondent 
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suggested that the parents who send their children to buy cigarettes should be fined several 

hundred thousand drams. 

Shopkeepers were also very skeptical about law enforcement in Armenia in general. 

One of the respondents stated, "We definitely need a law banning the sale of tobacco 

to children, I am very much for this idea.  Yes, a fine should be imposed on those who break 

this law.  I think a fine of 10,000 AMD is enough." 

 

Experience and Practice 

A universal response from respondents, except the supermarket manager, was 

admitting the sale of tobacco of minors.  Respondents at first said that they did not sell to 

minors because they knew it was against the law, but readily admitted that they complied if 

the minor was buying the cigarettes for an adult.  Most respondents said that they had not 

mentioned this in the beginning because they felt that they were not selling to children in 

these cases, but to adults “through children”.  All respondents, except the supermarket 

manager, said that they served a small population that they were well acquainted with – 

mostly the residents of the area surrounding their shop, but also sometimes workers in nearby 

offices – and even knew who smoked which brand of cigarettes.  They said that they knew 

the children and believed that they were buying for their parents. 

Only one respondent admitted selling cigarettes to minors even if they were not 

buying for their parents, or if they were unknown to the shopkeeper.  The same shopkeeper 

had no knowledge of the law prohibiting the sale of tobacco to minors. 

All respondents said that they did not know of any effective way of using documentation to 

determine the age of their young customers, with all of them rejecting the idea of using 

identification (mainly cited by them as passports) as impractical.  All of the respondents said 

that they felt that “face control” was effective enough and expressed confidence that they 
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could determine whether or not their customer was “an adult” simply by looking at his or her 

face. 

All the respondents denied selling single cigarettes and said that they had not done so 

for “several years”.  However, the respondents said that it was their experience that many 

other shopkeepers were still selling single cigarettes and also supplying tobacco with minors 

even when they knew that it was being bought for their personal use. 

 One of the respondents stated, "If a minor comes in whom we do not know, we refuse 

to sell them cigarettes.  I don’t remember ever having asked for identification to establish a 

customer’s age.  I don’t even think that is a very practical thing to do." 

 

Beliefs 

All respondents said that they felt the law as it is currently implemented is doing 

nothing to keep tobacco out of the reach of minors.  Even though they themselves did not sell 

when they felt the minors were buying for personal use, they knew others who did and felt 

sure that there was easy access.  They believed that the fine had never been imposed and 

stated that if authorities started doing so, it might bring a steep decline to the sale of tobacco 

to minors.  However, they could not think of an effective mechanism to monitor the sale to 

minors.  One suggestion was to have minors attempt to buy cigarettes in a store under the 

observation of a representative of the authorities, who would then impose the fine if the sale 

were completed. 

A universal belief was that there had to be “unity” among the small business 

community in denying sale to minors, because having a few “weak spots” which supply 

tobacco to minors would mean undermining the law – all minors would start buying there as 

the news would spread that these shops or kiosks provided cigarettes to minors. 

Specific quotations from the in-depth interviews are given in the text box below. 
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 One of the respondents stated, "Well, if there is a time when this penalty is used, then 

it should be used fairly against everyone.  Everyone must unite and not sell to children, rather 

than having kiosks and shops that take advantage of the fact that others are law-abiding to sell 

to children and make extra money." 

 

Discussion 

 

Quantitative 

A comparison of the survey results to the findings of the Global Youth Tobacco 

Survey held in Armenia in 2004 reveals that not much has changed.  One area where the 

figures are quite different is the percentage of respondents who attempted to buy cigarettes in 

the preceding 30 days.  The 2004 survey had only 21.3% of respondents claiming to have 

attempted to buy cigarettes, while the statistic for this survey was 53.4%.  Among them, the 

percentages for those who were not refused sale were similar, at 85.6% in 2004 and 87.2% 

for this survey.  These figures suggest that there is virtually no barrier to minors buying 

tobacco from stores and that the time that has passed since the law came into effect in 

January 2005 has not changed anything in this regard. 

Also, the high percentage of children who reported having bought tobacco for an adult 

over the past year, 57.1%, was similar to the percentage of adults who admitted sending 

minors to buy cigarettes in a 2005 survey by the Center for Health Services Research at the 

American University of Armenia, 45.4% among smokers (14). 

 Only 6.8% of respondents claimed to have bought single cigarettes in the past year, 

which is a relatively low percentage.  The 2004 GYTS did not measure this practice, so no 

comparisons could be made in that regard. 



 15

A very interesting aspect of the quantitative component was the difference in 

perception of access depending on how the question was framed – whether the respondent 

was asked about getting tobacco products for personal use (where there was no specific 

mention of purchasing in a shop) as compared to simply buying them in a shop (where there 

was no specific mention that it was for their own use).  As stated in the section dedicated to 

results and table 2, only about 6.1% of valid responses claimed that it was very difficult or 

quite difficult to buy tobacco in a store, while 42.6% of valid responses claimed this for 

accessing tobacco for personal use.  This difference lends weight to the argument that an 

effective ban on tobacco sales to minors in Yerevan would indeed limit access to tobacco 

products to a significant extent.  It would not just be a symbolic gesture which would then 

send minors to the black market for tobacco products.  This is an important factor in its policy 

implication and strengthens the case for better implementation of the ban. 

 

Qualitative 

Perhaps the most interesting finding of the in-depth interviews conducted with 

shopkeepers is their practice regarding selling tobacco to parents through children.  This also 

had an attitude aspect to it because they spoke of this practice as if it were a normal concept, 

and had even failed to mention it at first as “selling to minors”.    None of the interviewees 

saw anything wrong with this practice with all of the expressing the utmost confidence that 

the cigarettes were indeed being sold to adults and that the children were merely a 

“convenience” which provided delivery of the service to the adults’ home. 

A factor supporting this attitude of the shopkeepers is the differences in perception of 

access to tobacco products as measured by the two different questions in the instrument 

mentioned earlier. 
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The high percentage of children who reported no problems in buying cigarettes in 

stores corresponds to the salespeople readiness to sell tobacco if they believe it is being 

bought for adults.  The fact that there were some refusals suggest that in some cases, 

shopkeepers do indeed withhold tobacco from children that they do not know, as they 

reported in the in-depth interviews.  The low percentage of children buying single cigarettes 

also corresponds to the salespeople’s claims that they sell cigarettes only in packs. 

This study was the first of its kind in documenting the behavior of minors regarding 

tobacco after the 2004 law was passed.  The anecdotal evidence suggested that nothing had 

changed, but no research had been carried out on this scale to support that claim.  The 

findings of this study can be used to make a few general recommendations.  The government 

of the Republic of Armenia must appoint a state organ with the implementation and 

enforcement of the law on tobacco realization, consumption and usage limitations.  A 

mechanism must be developed for the monitoring of the sale of tobacco to minors – some of 

the respondents to the qualitative component found it acceptable to send adults that look like 

minors or even minors to buy tobacco and then fine the salesmen that allow such a 

transaction.  While there are ethical issues with an approach like this, the issue of finding a 

viable mechanism for enforcement remains pertinent.  Armenia may choose to learn from the 

experience of other countries in this regard, although the reality of law enforcement and 

corruption in Armenia may make its situation different from Western countries which have 

been successful in banning the sale of tobacco to minors. 

At the same time, the study has a number of limitations.  The quantitative component 

of the study identified ten different schools where the survey would be conducted.  However, 

after the schools were randomly chosen, there remained many areas in the city which were 

not represented.  Also, the survey limited itself to schoolchildren in grades 7 through 9, thus 

excluding children of the same age who were not enrolled in school.  The inclusion criteria 
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also meant that only children enrolled in regular schools were chosen and those with physical 

or mental handicaps who are enrolled in special schools were excluded.  For the analysis and 

comparison of the two questions measuring the perception of access to tobacco, the response 

categories for the question on access for personal use had to be changed, thus perhaps slightly 

skewing the results.  However, the large difference in the percentages perceiving access as 

"very difficult" or "quite difficult" in response to the two questions remains noteworthy.  

Finally, during field work, although there were no refusals from school principals, there were 

refusals from teachers who did not wish to have their class interrupted.  However, it has been 

assumed that the characteristics of children in these classes did not differ sharply from the 

others in the survey, and the percentage of refusals overall did not exceed the 15% which was 

allowed for by the sample size calculation. 

The scope of qualitative work done by this study was very limited and intended to be 

only exploratory in nature.  Further research, especially more qualitative work, before any 

major quantitative studies, would provide more information about how to effectively 

implement the ban of the sale of tobacco to minors and other aspects of the law regarding the 

production and consumption of tobacco.  However, the suspicion shown by shopkeepers 

towards the interviewer suggests that better preparations have to be taken for future studies in 

order to overcome this formidable barrier.  This suspicion may also have led to responses by 

participating shopkeepers that were not entirely true but were rather meant to “please the 

researcher”.  One should also bear in mind while using the results of this study that the 

qualitative findings were as reported by the shopkeepers themselves and no direct observation 

of these practices was conducted.  However, the information provided was consistent with 

anecdotal evidence about the sale of tobacco to minors in Yerevan. 

 There are also a number of strengths to the study.  The similarity between the different 

statistics for the districts of Nor Nork and Shengavit, along with the random selection of 
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schools, reinforces the survey’s claim to generalizeability for Yerevan.  The comparable 

percentages of seventh, eighth and ninth graders further suggest that a range of ages has been 

represented in the study. 

The results of this study suggest that the ban on the sale of tobacco to minors has 

remained only on paper.  Shops in Armenia are run by individuals according to their own 

beliefs and approaches to business, with little or no general practices in common.  A lot of 

work remains to be done to effectively ban the sale of tobacco to minors, whether they are 

buying it for themselves or adults. 
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Table 1. Population of Yerevan Schoolchildren involved in Survey, May 2007 
 Number 

(n=1084) 
Percentage 

(%) 
Gender   

Males 431 39.8 
Females 625 57.7 
Missing 28 2.6 

   
Age   

≤11 years 4 .4 
12 years 13 1.2 
13 years 193 17.8 
14 years 329 30.4 
15 years 357 32.9 
16 years 143 13.2 
≥17 years  20 1.8 
Missing 25 2.3 

   
Grade attended   

7th 377 34.8 
8th 371 34.2 
9th 314 29.0 

Missing 22 2.0 
   

District   
Nubarashen 83 7.7 
Nor Nork 377 34.8 
Shengavit 367 33.9 
Erebuni 152 14.0 

Nork Marash 105 9.7 
  

Total 1084 100.0 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 2. Perception of Access to Tobacco among Yerevan Schoolchildren, May 2007 
 Perception of access to 

tobacco for personal use
Perception of access 

to tobacco in shops
 n % n % 

Very difficult 329 30.4 53 4.9
Quite difficult 132 12.2 13 1.2

Quite easy 200 18.5 191 17.6
Very easy 367 33.9 527 48.6
Missing 56 5.2 280 25.8

Don't know - - 20 1.8
  

Total 1084 1084 
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Table 3. Smoking Practices and Access Issues among Yerevan Schoolchildren, May 2007 
 Number 

(n=1084) 
Percentage 

(%) 
Smoking history   

Ever tried    228  21.0  
Never tried 852 78.6  

Missing 4 0.4  
   

Age first tried smoking   
≤ 7 years   70 30.7

8 or 9 years 18  7.9
10  or 11 years 27  11.8
12 or 13 years 53 23.2
14 or 15 years 46 20.2
≥ 16 years 7 3.0
Missing 7 3.0

  
Purchasing tobacco for adults  

Never purchased 410 37.8
Purchased in past 12 months 619 57.1

Purchased, but not in last 12 months 41 3.8
Missing 14 1.3

  
Tobacco purchase from shop in past 30 days  

Attempted to purchase 579 53.4
Did not attempt to purchase 474 43.7

Missing 31 2.9
  

Outcome in attempt to purchase tobacco   
Sale refused 74 12.8

Sale not refused 505 87.2
  

Total 1084 100.0
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Table 4. Knowledge and Attitudes Regarding Smoking in Yerevan Schoolchildren, May 2007 

 Number 
(n=1084) 

Percentage 
(%) 

   
How does smoking affect boys’ attractiveness?   

Makes them more attractive 109 10.1
Makes them less attractive 391 36.1

No difference 158 14.6
Don’t know 399 36.8

Missing 27 2.5
   

How does smoking affect girls’ attractiveness?   
Makes them more attractive 47 4.3
Makes them less attractive 678 62.5

No difference 65 6.0
Don’t know 274 25.3

Missing 20 1.8
   

How does smoking affect weight?   
Weight increases 45 4.2
Weight decreases 573 52.9

Weight doesn't change 47 4.3
Don't know 397 36.6

Missing 22 2.0
   

Is smoking harmful to health?   
Of course not 26 2.4
Probably not 9 0.8
Probably yes 119 11.0
Of course it is 854 78.8
Don't know 60 5.5

Missing 16 1.5
   

Total 1084 100.0
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Text Box 
Knowledge 

• “The law does not allow the sale of cigarettes to minors, i.e. those who are below 
16 years of age.” 

• “I know that the sale of cigarettes to minors is prohibited by law; I think this law 
has existed for about 5 years.” 

 
Attitude 

• “I personally wouldn’t mind giving up the profit from cigarettes in my shop if it 
meant that people were smoking less – I am personally very much against 
smoking.” 

• “We need campaigns that focus on the harms of smoking, not on whether or not 
the law allows the sale of tobacco.  People shouldn’t avoid buying cigarettes 
because of some law, but rather because they are aware of the harm that it can 
cause.” 

 
Experience and Practice 

• “We cater to the people living around us, so we know every family, we even know 
who smokes which brand, so we can tell if the child has indeed been sent by his or 
her parents.  If we see a child whom we do not know, we do not sell them 
cigarettes.” 

• “We sell to minors, but only if they are children whose parents we know.  We 
know most of the families living within this area and they are all our clients.  We 
understand that sometimes the father or whoever smokes at home would not want 
to come down and buy cigarettes themselves so they send the children.  We know 
that the children are not buying the cigarettes for themselves so we see no problem 
in giving it to them.” 

• “Yes, we sell tobacco to minors, but in reality they are buying it for their parents 
and we know this.  We know all the children who come in and whose children 
they are.  Their parents send them in and we know that they are not lying to us.” 

• “I don’t remember ever having asked for identification to establish a customer’s 
age.  I don’t even think that is a very practical thing to do.” 

• “I can’t recall ever asking an unfamiliar child for identification or proof of age.” 
• “You can usually make an accurate guess of someone’s age by the way they look 

– at least you can usually guess accurately whether they are an adult or a minor.  I 
don’t think any other way is necessary or practical.” 

 
Beliefs 

• “It’s not enough to have a law on paper, we need to implement it and I don’t see 
any of the Armenian laws on paper being implemented, much less this 
hypothetical law banning the sale of cigarettes to minors.” 

• “Everyone must unite and not sell to children, rather than having kiosks and shops 
that take advantage of the fact that others are law-abiding to sell to children and 
make extra money.” 

• “I don’t think the law has been effective – I think that some shops and kiosks still 
sell cigarettes to minors.  In fact, I know this, and I can say that it’s not difficult at 
all for children to buy cigarettes in stores.  The only this law can work is through a 
change of government!   
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Appendix 1a 

Survey Instrument Questions 

Please answer the questions by circling the number corresponding to the option you 
choose.  For example, 

The capital of Armenia is 
1. Yerevan 
2. Gyumri 
 

The first 13 questions are about your attitude and habits regarding smoking 
personally 

1. Have you ever tried or experimented with cigarette smoking, even one or two puffs? 
(Choose only one option) 

1. Yes  
2. No  

 
2. How old were you when you first tried a cigarette? (Choose only one option) 

1. I have never smoked 
cigarettes  

2. 7 years old or younger  
3. 8 or 9 years old  

 

4. 10 or 11 years old  
5. 12 or 13 years old  
6. 14 or 15 years old  
7. 16 years old or older 

3. During the past 30 days (one month), on how many days did you smoke cigarettes? 
(Choose only one option) 

1. 0 days  
2. 1 or 2 days  
3. 3 to 5 days  
4. 6 to 9 days  

5. 10 to 19 days  
6. 20 to 29 days  
7. All 30 days 

 

4. During the past 30 days (one month), on the days you smoked, how many cigarettes 
did you usually smoke? (Choose only one option) 

1. I did not smoke cigarettes 
during the past 30 days (one 
month)  

2. Less than 1 cigarette per 
day  

3. 1 cigarette per day  
4. 2 to 5 cigarettes per day  
5. 6 to 10 cigarettes per day  
6. 11 to 20 cigarettes per day  
7. More than 20 cigarettes per day  

 

5. How difficult do you think it would be for you to get cigarettes, if you wanted some? 
(Choose only one option) 

1. Probably impossible 
2. Very difficult 
3. Fairly difficult 
4. Fairly easy 
5. Very easy 
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6. During the past 30 days (one month), how did you usually get your own cigarettes? 
(Choose only one option) 

1. I did not smoke cigarettes during the past 30 days (one month)  
2. I bought them in a store or shop  
3. I bought them from a vending machine  
4. I gave someone else money to buy them for me  
5. I borrowed them from someone else  
6. I stole them  
7. An older person gave them to me  
8. I got them some other way  

 
7. Have you bought just one or a few cigarettes (fewer than a complete pack)? (Choose 

only one option) 
1. Never 
2. Yes, in the past 12 months 
3. No, not in the past 12 months 

 
8. Have you bought cigarettes for someone else who is older than 18 years? (Choose 

only one option) 
1. Never 
2. Yes, in the past 12 months 
3. No, not in the past 12 months 

 
9. During the past 30 days (one month), did anyone ever refuse to sell you cigarettes 

because of your age?  (Choose only one option) 
1. I did not try to buy cigarettes during the past 30 days (one month)  
2. Yes, someone refused to sell me cigarettes because of my age  
3. No, my age did not keep me from buying cigarettes  

 
10. How easy or difficult do you think it is to buy cigarettes in a shop? (Choose only one 

option) 
1. Very difficult 
2. Quite difficult 
3. Quite easy 
4. Very easy 
5. I don’t usually buy cigarettes in a shop 

 
11. Where do you usually smoke? (Choose all the options that apply) 

1. I have never smoked cigarettes  
2. At home  
3. At school  
4. At work  
5. At friends’ houses  
6. At social events  
7. In public spaces (e.g. parks, shopping centres, street corners)  
8. other  
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12. Do you ever have a cigarette or feel like having a cigarette first thing in the morning? 
(Choose only one option) 

1. I have never smoked cigarettes  
2. I no longer smoke cigarettes  
3. No, I don’t have or feel like having a cigarette first thing in the morning  
4. Yes, I sometimes have or feel like having a cigarette first thing in the morning  
5. Yes, I always have or feel like having a cigarette first thing in the morning  

 
13. During the past 30 days (one month) how much do you think you spent on cigarettes? 

(Choose only one option) 
1. I don’t smoke cigarettes.  
2. I don’t buy my cigarettes.  
3. Less than 1500 drams 
4. 1500-2000 drams 

5. 2000-2500 drams 
6. 2500-3000 drams 
7. 3000-4000 drams 
8. more than 4000 drams 

The next 8 questions are about your attitude regarding smoking in others 

14. Do you think smoking cigarettes makes boys look more or less attractive? (Choose 
only one option) 

1. More attractive  
2. Less attractive  
3. No difference from non-smokers  

 
15. Do you think smoking cigarettes makes girls look more or less attractive? (Choose 

only one option) 
1. More attractive  
2. Less attractive  
3. No difference from non-smokers  

 
16. Do you think that smoking cigarettes makes you gain or lose weight? (Choose only 

one option) 
1. Gain weight  
2. Lose weight  
3. No difference  

 
17. Do you think cigarette smoking is harmful to your health? (Choose only one option) 

1. Definitely not  
2. Probably not  
3. Probably yes  
4. Definitely yes  

 
18. Do any of your closest friends smoke cigarettes? (Choose only one option) 

1. None of them  
2. Some of them  
3. Most of them  
4. All of them  

 
19. When you see a man smoking what do you think of him? (Choose all the options that 

apply) 
1. Lacks confidence  
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2. Stupid  
3. Loser  
4. Successful  
5. Intelligent  
6. Macho  

 
20. When you see a woman smoking, what do you think of her? (Choose all the options 

that apply) 
1. Lacks confidence  
2. Stupid  
3. Loser  
4. Successful  
5. Intelligent  
6. Sophisticated  

The following questions are your age, gender and education 

21. How old are you?  
1. 11 years old or younger  
2. 12 years old  
3. 13 years old  
4. 14 years old  
5. 15 years old  
6. 16 years old  
7. 17 years old or older  

 
22. What is your sex?  

1. Male  
2. Female  

 
23. In what grade/form are you?  

1. 7th grade 
2. 8th grade 
3. 9th grade 
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Appendix 1b 

 
Ð³ñó³ß³ñ 7-9 ¹³ë³ñ³ÝóÇÝ»ñÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ 

 
 Ð³ñó»ñÇÝ å³ï³ëË³Ý»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ ùá ÁÝïñ³Í ï³ñµ»ñ³ÏÇÝ 
Ñ³Ù³å³ï³ëË³ÝáÕ ÃÇíÁ í»ñóñ»ù ßñç³Ý³ÏÇ Ù»ç:  úñÇÝ³Ï` 
 Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ Ù³Ûñ³ù³Õ³ùÝ ¿ 

1. ºñ»í³ÝÁ 
2. ¶ÛáõÙñÇÝ 

 
Ð»ï¨Û³É 13 Ñ³ñó»ñÁ Ï³åí³Í »Ý ùá ³ÝÓÝ³Ï³Ý ïñ³Ù³¹ñí³ÍáõÃÛ³Ý Ñ»ï ÍË³ËáïÇ 
í»ñ³µ»ñÛ³É ¨ ÍË»Éáõ ëáíáñáõÃÛ³Ý Ñ»ï: 
 

1. öáñÓ»±É »ë ³ñ¹Ûáù ¹áõ »ñµ¨¿ ÍË³Ëáï ÍË»É, Ã»Ïáõ½  Ù»Ï  ³Ý·³Ù: 
 (ÀÜîðÆð ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü)  

1. ²Ûá  

2. àã 

 
2. ø³ÝÇ±  ï³ñ»Ï³Ý ¿Çñ ¹áõ, »ñµ ³é³çÇÝ ³Ý·³Ù ÷áñÓ»óÇñ ÍË»É: (ÀÜîðÆð 

ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) 
  

1. ºë »ñµ»ù ã»Ù ÍË»É ÍË³Ëáï 

2. 7 ï³ñ»Ï³Ý Ï³Ù ³í»ÉÇ ÷áùñ 

3. 8 Ï³Ù 9 ï³ñ»Ï³Ý 

4. 10 Ï³Ù 11 ï³ñ»Ï³Ý  

5. 12 Ï³Ù 13 ï³ñ»Ï³Ý 

6. 14 Ï³Ù 15 ï³ñ»Ï³Ý 

7. 16 ï³ñ»Ï³Ý Ï³Ù ³í»ÉÇ Ù»Í 

 
3. ì»ñçÇÝ 30 ûñí³ (Ù»Ï ³Ùëí³) ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ ù³ÝÇ± ³Ý·³Ù »ë ÍË³Ëáï 

û·ï³·áñÍ»É: (ÀÜîðÆð ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) 
 

1. 0 ûñ (ã»Ù û·ï³·áñÍ»É) 

2. 1 Ï³Ù 2 ûñ 

3. 3-5 ûñ 

4. 6-9 ûñ 

5. 10-19 ûñ 

6. 20-29 ûñ 

7. ²ÙµáÕç 30 ûñÁ 

 
4. ì»ñçÇÝ 30 ûñí³ (Ù»Ï ³Ùëí³ ) ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ ëáíáñ³µ³ñ ù³ÝÇ ± ÍË³Ëáï »ë ÍË»É 

³ÛÝ ûñ»ñÇÝ, »ñµ ÍË»É »ë: (ÀÜîðÆð ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) 
   
1. ºë ÍË³Ëáï ã»Ù ÍË»É í»ñçÇÝ 

30 ûñ»ñÇ ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ  

2. úñ³Ï³Ý 1 ÍË³ËáïÇó å³Ï³ë 

3. úñ³Ï³Ý1 ÍË³Ëáï 

4. úñ³Ï³Ý 2-5 ÍË³Ëáï  

5. úñ³Ï³Ý 6-10 ÍË³Ëáï 

6. úñ³Ï³Ý 11-20 ÍË³Ëáï 

7. úñ³Ï³Ý 20 ÍË³ËáïÇó ³í»ÉÇ 
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5. øá Ï³ñÍÇùáí, ÇÝãù³±Ý ¹Åí³ñ ÏÉÇÝ»ñ ù»½ Ñ³Ù³ñ ÍË³Ëáï ×³ñ»É, »Ã» áõ½»Ý³Çñ: 
(ÀÜîðÆð ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) 
1. ºñ¨Ç ³ÝÑÝ³ñ ÏÉÇÝ»ñ 

2. Þ³ï ¹Åí³ñ ÏÉÇÝ»ñ 

3. àñáß ¹Åí³ñáõÃÛáõÝ ÏÝ»ñÏ³ó³ÛÝ»ñ 

4. ́ ³í³Ï³Ý Ñ»ßï ÏÉÇÝ»ñ 

5. Þ³ï Ñ»ßï ÏÉÇÝ»ñ 

 
6. ÐÇÙÝ³Ï³ÝáõÙ ÇÝãå»±ë »ë ¹áõ  Ó»éù µ»ñ»É ùá ë»÷³Ï³Ý  ÍË³ËáïÁ  í»ñçÇÝ  30 
ûñí³ (Ù»Ï ³Ùëí³ ) ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ (ÀÜîðÆð ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) :  
   
1. ºë ã»Ù ÍË»É ÍË³Ëáï í»ñçÇÝ  30 ûñí³ (Ù»Ï ³Ùëí³ ) ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ   

2. ºë ³ÛÝ ·Ý»É »Ù Ë³ÝáõÃÇó Ï³Ù ÷áÕáó³ÛÇÝ í³×³éáÕÇó 

3. ºë ³ÛÝ ·Ý»É »Ù ³é¨ïñ³ÛÇÝ Ù»ù»Ý³ÛÇó  

4. ºë ·áõÙ³ñ »Ù ïí»É ÇÝã-áñ Ù»ÏÇÝ , áñ ÇÝÓ Ñ³Ù³ñ ÍË³Íáï ·ÝÇ 

5. ºë ³ÛÝ í»ñóñ»É »Ù  ÇÙ Ñ³ë³Ï³ÏÇóÝ»ñÇó  

6. ºë ³ÛÝ í»ñóñ»É »Ù ³é³Ýó ÃáõÛÉïíáõÃÛ³Ý (·³ÕïÝÇ) 

7. ²ÛÝ ÇÝÓ ïí»É ¿ ÇÝÓÝÇó ï³ñÇùáí Ù»Í ÙÇ Ù³ñ¹ 

8. ºë å³ïñ³ëï»É »Ù ÇÝùÝ³÷³Ã»Ã ·É³Ý³ÏÝ»ñ 

 
7. ¸áõ ·Ý»±É »ë §Ñ³ïÇÏáí¦ ëÇ·³ñ»ï (³ÛëÇÝùÝ Ù»Ï ïáõ÷Çó å³Ï³ë): (ÀÜîðÆð 

ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) 

1. ºñµ»ù ã»Ù ·Ý»É 

2. ²Ûá, í»ñçÇÝ 12 ³Ùëí³ ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ ·Ý»É »Ù 

3. àã, í»ñçÇÝ 12 ³Ùëí³ ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ ã»Ù ·Ý»É 

 
8. ¸áõ ·Ý»±É »ë ëÇ·³ñ»ï áõñÇß ³ÝÓÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ, áñÁ 18 ï³ñ»Ï³ÝÇó Ù»Í ¿: (ÀÜîðÆð 
ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) 
 
1. ºñµ»ù ã»Ù ·Ý»É 

2. ²Ûá, í»ñçÇÝ 12 ³Ùëí³ ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ ·Ý»É »Ù 

3. àã, í»ñçÇÝ 12 ³Ùëí³ ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ ã»Ù ·Ý»É 

 
9.  ì»ñçÇÝ  30 ûñí³ (Ù»Ï ³Ùëí³ ) ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ  »ñµ ¹áõ »Ï»É »ë Ë³ÝáõÃ , áñå»ë½Ç 
·Ý»ë ÍË³Ëáï³ÛÇÝ ³åñ³ÝùÝ»ñ, Ññ³Å³ñí»±É  ¿ ³ñ¹Ûáù í³×³éáÕÁ ÍË³Ëáï 
í³×³é»É ù»½ ùá ï³ñÇùÇ å³ï×³éáí: (ÀÜîðÆð ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) 
        
1. ºë ã»Ù ÷áñÓ»É Ë³ÝáõÃÇó ·Ý»É ÍË³Ëáï³ÛÇÝ ³åñ³ÝùÝ»ñ í»ñçÇÝ  30 ûñí³ (Ù»Ï 

³Ùëí³) ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ   

2. ²Ûá 

3. àã 



 31

 
10. Æ±Ýã  »ë  Ï³ñÍáõÙ, Ñ»±ßï ¿  Ã» ¹Åí³ñ Ë³ÝáõÃÇó ÍË³Ëáï ·Ý»ÉÁ: (ÀÜîðÆð 
ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) 
 
1. Þ³ï ¹Åí³ñ  

2. ´³í³Ï³ÝÇÝ ¹Åí³ñ 

3. ´³í³Ï³ÝÇÝ Ñ»ßï 

4. Þ³ï Ñ»ßï 

5. â·Çï»Ù 

 

11. àñï»±Õ »ë ¹áõ ëáíáñ³µ³ñ ÍËáõÙ: (ÀÜîðÆð ´àÈàð Ð²Ø²ä²î²Êê²ÜàÔ 
î²ð´ºð²ÎÜºðÀ) 

  
1. ºë ÍË³Ëáï ã»Ù ÍËáõÙ 

2. î³ÝÁ 

3. Ð³ë³ñ³Ï³Ï³Ý ÙÇçáó³éáõÙÝ»ñÇ Å³Ù³Ý³Ï 

4. ÀÝÏ»ñÝ»ñÇë ï³ÝÁ 

5. àõëáõÙÝ³Ï³Ý Å³Ù³Ý³Ï ¹åñáóÇ ß»ÝùáõÙ 

6. àõëáõÙÝ³Ï³Ý Å³Ù³Ý³Ï ¹åñáóÇó ¹áõñë 

7. Ð³ë³ñ³Ï³Ï³Ý í³Ûñ»ñáõÙ, ûñÇÝ³Ïª ÷áÕáóáõÙ, ëñ×³ñ³ÝáõÙ, ³Û·ÇÝ»ñáõÙ, 

³é¨ïñÇ Ï»ÝïñáÝÝ»ñáõÙ 

8. ²ÛÉ ï»Õ»ñáõÙ 

 
 
12. ä³ï³Ñ»±É ¿ ³ñ¹Ûáù, áñ ¹áõ ³é³íáïÛ³Ý ³é³çÇÝ Ñ»ñÃÇÝ ÍË³Ëáï »ë ÍË»É Ï³Ù  
½·³ó»É »ë ÍË»Éáõ ËÇëï ó³ÝÏáõÃÛáõÝ:  (ÀÜîðÆð ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) 
 
1. ºë »ñµ»ù ã»Ù ÍË»É ÍË³Ëáï 

2. ºë ³ÛÉ¨ë ã»Ù ÍËáõÙ ÍË³Ëáï 

3. àã, »ë »ñµ»ù ³é³íáïÛ³Ý ã»Ù ÍË»É ¨ ó³ÝÏáõÃÛáõÝ ¿É ã»Ù áõÝ»ó»É ÍË»Éáõ 

4. ²Ûá, »ë »ñµ»ÙÝ ³é³íáïÛ³Ý ³é³çÇÝ Ñ»ñÃÇÝ   ÍË³Ëáï »Ù  ÍËáõÙ Ï³Ù ¿É ½·áõÙ 

ÍË»Éáõ  ËÇëï ó³ÝÏáõÃÛáõÝ 

5. ²Ûá, »ë ÙÇßï ³é³íáïÛ³Ý ³é³çÇÝ Ñ»ñÃÇÝ ÍËáõÙ »Ù Ï³Ù ¿É ÍË»Éáõ ËÇëï 

ó³ÝÏáõÃÛáõÝ  »Ù áõÝ»ÝáõÙ 
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13. ÆÝãù³±Ý ·áõÙ³ñ (ÐÐ ¹ñ³Ù) »ë Í³Ëë»É ÍË³ËáïÇ íñ³ í»ñçÇÝ  30 ûñí³ (Ù»Ï 
³Ùëí³ ) ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ:  (ÀÜîðÆð ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) 

 
1. ºë ã»Ù ÍËáõÙ Ï³Ù í»ñçÇÝ 30 

ûñí³ ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ ã»Ù ÍË»É 

2. ºë ÇÝùë ã»Ù  ·ÝáõÙ ÍË³Ëáï  

3. ÙÇÝã¨ 1500 

4. 1500-2000 

5. 2000-2500 

6. 2500-3000 

7. 3000-3500 

8. 3500-4000 

9. 4000-Çó ³í»É

 
Ð»ï¨Û³É 8 Ñ³ñó»ñÁ Ï³åí³Í »Ý ùá í»ñ³µ»ñÙáõÝùÇ Ñ»ï áõñÇßÝ»ñÇ ÍË»Éáõ ¹»åùáõÙ 

14.  øá Ï³ñÍÇùáí,  ÍË»ÉÁ  ³½¹á±õÙ  ¿ »ñÇï³ë³ñ¹ ïÕ³Ý»ñÇ Ññ³åáõñÇã ÉÇÝ»Éáõ 
íñ³: (ÀÜîðÆð ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) 
 
1. ¸³ñÓÝáõÙ ¿ Ýñ³Ýó ³é³í»É Ññ³åáõñÇã 

2. ¸³ñÓÝáõÙ ¿  Ýñ³Ýó ³ÝÑñ³åáõÛñ  

3. àã ÙÇ ï³ñµ»ñáõÃÛáõÝ ãÍËáÕÝ»ñÇó 

4. â·Çï»Ù 

 
15.  øá Ï³ñÍÇùáí,  ÍË»ÉÁ  ³½¹á±õÙ  ¿ ³ÕçÇÏÝ»ñÇ Ññ³åáõñÇã ÉÇÝ»Éáõ íñ³: (ÀÜîðÆð 
ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) 
 
1. ¸³ñÓÝáõÙ ¿ Ýñ³Ýó ³é³í»É Ññ³åáõñÇã 

2. ¸³ñÓÝáõÙ ¿  Ýñ³Ýó ³ÝÑñ³åáõÛñ  

3. àã ÙÇ ï³ñµ»ñáõÃÛáõÝ ãÍËáÕÝ»ñÇó 

4. â·Çï»Ù 

 
      16. Æ±Ýã  »ë Ï³ñÍáõÙ, ÇÝå»±ë ¿ ³½¹áõÙ ÍË³Ëáï ÍË»ÉÁ Ù³ñÙÝÇ ÏßéÇ íñ³: 

(ÀÜîðÆð ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) 
   

1. ÎßÇéÝ ³í»É³ÝáõÙ ¿ 

2. ÎßÇéÁ Ýí³½áõÙ ¿ 

3. ÎßÇéÁ ãÇ ÷áËíáõÙ 

4. â·Çï»Ù 

 
17.  Æ±Ýã  »ë Ï³ñÍáõÙ, ÍË³Ëáï ÍË»ÉÁ íÝ³ë³Ï³ñ ¿ ùá ³éáÕçáõÃÛ³ÝÁ: (ÀÜîðÆð 
ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) 

 
1. ²Ýßáõßï, áã 

2. ²í»ÉÇ ßáõï, áã 

3. ²í»ÉÇ ßáõï, ³Ûá 

4. ²Ýßáõßï, ³Ûá 

5. â·Çï»Ù 
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18. ÌËá±õÙ ¿ ³ñ¹Ûáù ÍË³Ëáï ùá Ùï»ñÇÙ ÁÝÏ»ñÝ»ñÇó (Ï³Ù ÁÝÏ»ñáõÑÇÝ»ñÇó) áñ¨¿ 
Ù»ÏÁ: (ÀÜîðÆð ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) 

 
1. Üñ³ÝóÇó áã áù ãÇ ÍËáõÙ 

2. Üñ³ÝóÇó ÙÇ ù³ÝÇëÁ (1-3 Ñá·Ç) ÍËáõÙ »Ý 

3. Üñ³Ýó Ù»Í³Ù³ëÝáõÃÛáõÝÁ (Ï»ëÇó ³í»ÉÇÝ) ÍËáõÙ ¿  

4. ´áÉáñÁ ÍËáõÙ »Ý 

 
  19.  ºñµ ÍËáÕ ïÕ³Ù³ñ¹ »ë ï»ëÝáõÙ, Ç±Ýã »ë Ùï³ÍáõÙ Ýñ³ Ù³ëÇÝ: (ÀÜîðÆð 
´àÈàð Ð²Ø²ä²î²Êê²ÜàÔ î²ð´ºð²ÎÜºðÀ) 
 
1. Ü³ íëï³Ñ ã¿ Çñ íñ³  

2. Ü³ ÑÇÙ³ñ ¿ 

3. Ü³ ³ÝÑ³çáÕ³Ï ¿ 

4. Ü³ ¹Åí³ñáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñ áõÝÇ  

5. Ü³ ·áñÍÝ³Ï³Ý ïÕ³Ù³ñ¹ ¿  

6. Ü³ Ë»É³óÇ ¿ 

7. Ü³ ÇëÏ³Ï³Ý ïÕ³Ù³ñ¹ ¿ 

8. â·Çï»Ù 

 
20. ºñµ ÍËáÕ ÏÇÝ »ë ï»ëÝáõÙ, Ç±Ýã »ë Ùï³ÍáõÙ Ýñ³ Ù³ëÇÝ: (ÀÜîðÆð ´àÈàð 
Ð²Ø²ä²î²Êê²ÜàÔ î²ð´ºð²ÎÜºðÀ) 
 
1. Ü³ íëï³Ñ ã¿ Çñ íñ³  

2. Ü³ ÑÇÙ³ñ ¿ 

3. Ü³ ³ÝÑ³çáÕ³Ï ¿ 

4. Ü³ ¹Åí³ñáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñ áõÝÇ   

5. Ü³ ·áñÍÝ³Ï³Ý ÏÇÝ  ¿  

6. Ü³ Ë»É³óÇ ¿ 

7. Ü³ ÏÛ³ÝùÇ ÷áñÓáí ÏÇÝ ¿  

8. â·Çï»Ù 

 
Ð»ï¨Û³É 3 Ñ³ñó»ñÁ ùá ï³ñÇùÇ, ë»éÇ ¨ ¹³ë³ñ³ÝÇ Ù³ëÇÝ »Ý 

21. ø³ÝÇ± ï³ñ»Ï³Ý »ë: (ÀÜîðÆð ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) 
 

1. 11 ï³ñ»Ï³Ý Ï³Ù ³í»ÉÇ ÷áùñ 

2. 12 ï³ñ»Ï³Ý  

3. 13 ï³ñ»Ï³Ý 

4. 14 ï³ñ»Ï³Ý 

5. 15 ï³ñ»Ï³Ý 

6. 16 ï³ñ»Ï³Ý 

7. 17 ï³ñ»Ï³Ý ¨ ³í»ÉÇ 
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22. ¸áõ ïÕ³± »ë , Ã» ³ÕçÇÏ: (ÀÜîðÆð ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) 
 
1. îÕ³ 

2. ²ÕçÇÏ 
 
23.  à±ñ ¹³ë³ñ³ÝáõÙ »ë ëáíáñáõÙ: (ÀÜîðÆð ØÆ²ÚÜ ØºÎ ä²î²êÊ²Ü) 
 
1. 7-ñ¹ ¹³ë³ñ³ÝáõÙ 

2. 8-ñ¹ ¹³ë³ñ³ÝáõÙ 

3. 9-ñ¹ ¹³ë³ñ³ÝáõÙ 
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Appendix 2a 

In-Depth Interview Guide 
 

The following questions will be posed to shopkeepers in kiosks and medium-sized stores as 

well as store managers in large stores during the qualitative phase of the Youth Tobacco 

Access Study.  In-depth interviews will be conducted with 15 respondents – 5 each for kiosks, 

medium stores and large stores.  Each in-depth interview is expected to last around 25-30 

minutes. 

The following questions are introductory and gather information about the kiosk/store–  

1. Approximately how long has this kiosk/store been open for business? 

2. Approximately how long have you been working here? 

3. In general, what age groups are represented among your clientele? 

4. Do you often see minors purchase items at your kiosk/store unaccompanied?  How 

often? 

The following questions are about knowledge and attitudes regarding the December 

2004 law  -  

5. Can you name any items the sale of which is banned by law in Armenia? 

6. Can you name any items the sale of which, in your opinion, should be banned by law 

in Armenia? 

7. Has your kiosk/store sold tobacco products to minors after December 2004?  Please 

reply honestly and remember that it will not be possible to identify you based on the 

information noted from this interview. 

8. Would you say that minors purchase tobacco products at your kiosk/store often?  How 

often would you say it occurs? 

9. Please describe what a typical exchange  between you (or the saleperson, if you are 

the manager) and a minor may be, if an attempt is made to purchase tobacco by them. 

10. Do you sell single cigarettes?  If yes, do you find that minors purchase single 

cigarettes more often? 

11. How do you think salespeople can determine the age of their customer? 

12. Do you know the penalty outlined by law for selling tobacco products to minors?  If 

not, how much do you think it should be? 

13. Do you think this law has been effective in keeping tobacco products out of reach for 

minors?  If not, what can be done to improve it? 
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Appendix 2b 

Êáñ³óí³Í Ñ³ñó³½ñáõÛóÇ áõÕ»óáõÛó 

 

Ð»ï¨Û³É Ñ³ñó»ñÁ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óí»Éáõ »Ý ²Ýã³÷³Ñ³Ý»ñÇÝ ÌË³ËáïÇ Ø³ïã»ÉÇáõÃÛ³Ý 

àõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛ³Ý Ëáñ³óí³Í Ñ³ñó³½ñáõÛóÇ Å³Ù³Ý³Ï:  Ð³ñó³½ñáõÛóÝ»ñÁ 

Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåí»Éáõ »Ý 15 ³ÝÓ³Ýó Ñ»ï` Ïñå³ÏÝ»ñáõÙ, ÙÇçÇÝ ã³÷Ç ¨ Ù»Í Ë³ÝáõÃÝ»ñáõÙ 

Ý³Ë³ï»ëíáõÙ ¿ ÑÇÝ·³Ï³Ý Ñ³ñó³½ñáõÛó:  Úáõñ³ù³ÝãÛáõñ Ñ³ñó³½ñáõÛó ï»í»Éáõ ¿ 25-

30 ñáå»: 

Ð»ï¨Û³É Ñ³ñó»ñÁ Ý»ñ³Í³Ï³Ý »Ý ¨ í»ñ³µ»ñíáõÙ »Ý Ïñ³å³ÏÇÝ/Ë³ÝáõÃÇÝ –  

1. ²Ûë Ïñå³ÏÁ/Ë³ÝáõÃÁ Ùáï³íáñ³å»ë ÇÝãù³±Ý Å³Ù³Ý³Ï ¿ ³ßË³ïáõÙ: 

2. ¸áõ±ù Ùáï³íáñ³å»ë ÇÝãù³±Ý Å³Ù³Ý³Ï »ù ³ßË³ï»É ³Ûë Ïñå³ÏáõÙ/Ë³ÝáõÃáõÙ: 

3. ²é Ñ³ë³ñ³Ï, á±ñ ï³ñÇù³ÛÇÝ ËÙµ»ñÇó »Ý ÉÇÝáõÙ Ò»ñ Ñ³×³Ëáñ¹Ý»ñÁ: 

4. Ð³×³±Ë ¿ ÉÇÝáõÙ, áñ ³Ýã³÷³Ñ³ëÝ»ñ Ò»½ Ùáï ·ÝáõÙ Ï³ï³ñ»Ý ³é³Ýó 

ã³÷³Ñ³ëÇ áõÕ»ÏóáõÃÛ³Ùµ:  ÆÝãù³±Ý Ñ³×³Ë: 

Ð»ï¨Û³É Ñ³ñó»ñÁ 2004 Ã-Ç ¹»Ïï»Ùµ»ñÇÝ ÁÝ¹áõÝí³Í ûñ»ÝùÇ ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ Ò»ñ 

·Çï»ÉÇùÝ»ñÇ ¨ í»ñ³µ»ñÙáõÝùÇ  Ù³ëÇÝ »Ý: 

5. Î³ñá±Õ »ù Ãí³ñÏ»É ³ÛÝ ³åñ³Ýù³ï»ë³ÏÝ»ñÁ áñáÝó í³×³éùÁ Ð³Û³ëï³ÝáõÙ 

ûñ»ÝùáÕ ³ñ·»ÉíáõÙ ¿: 

6. Âí³ñÏ»ù ³ÛÝ ³åñ³Ýù³ï»ë³ÏÝ»ñÁ áñáÝó í³×³éùÁ Ð³Û³ëï³ÝáõÙ Áëï Ò»½ 

å»ïù ¿ ûñ»ÝùáÕ ³ñ·»ÉíÇ: 

7. 2004 Ã-Ç ¹»Ïï»Ùµ»ñÇó Ñ»ïá Ò»ñ Ïñå³ÏÇó/Ë³ÝáõÃÇó »ñµ¨¿ í³×³éí»É ¿ 

ÍË³Ëáï:  ÊÝ¹ñáõÙ »Ù å³ï³ëË³Ý»É ³ÝÏ»ÕÍ` ÑÇß»Éáí, áñ ³Ûë Ñ³ñó³½ñáõÛóÇ 

ÝßáõÙÝ»ñÇó Ñ»ï³·³ÛáõÙ Ò»½ ×³Ý³ã»É ÑÝ³ñ³íáñ ãÇ ÉÇÝ»Éáõ: 

8. Ò»ñ Ï³ñÍÇùáí, ³Ýã³÷³Ñ³ëÝ»ñÁ Ñ³×³±Ë »Ý ·ÝáõÙ ÍË³Ëáï ö»ñ 

Ïñ³åÏÇó/Ë³ÝáõÃÇó:  ÆÝãù³±Ý Ñ³×³Ë: 

9. ÊÝ¹ñáõÙ »Ù Ùáï³íáñ³å»ë ÝÏ³ñ³·ñ»É ³ÛÝ Ëáë³ÏóáõÃÛáõÝÁ, áñÁ ï»ÕÇ ¿ 

áõÝ»ÝáõÙ Ò»ñ Ïñ³å³ÏáõÙ/Ë³ÝáõÃáõÙ ³Ýã³÷³Ñ³ë Ñ³×³Ëáñ¹Ç Ñ»ï, »ñµ Ý³ 

÷áñÓáõÙ ¿ ÍË³Ëáï ·Ý»É: 

10. ¸áõù Ñ³ïÇÏ ëÇ·³ñ»ï í³×³éáõ±Ù »ù:  ºÃ» ³Ûá, ³å³ ·ïÝáõ±Ù »ù ³ñ¹Ûáù áñ 

³Ýã³÷³Ñ³ëÝ»ñÁ ³í»ÉÇ Ñ³×³Ë »Ý Ò»ñ ÙáïÇó Ñ³ïÇÏáí ÍË³Ëáï ·ÝáõÙ: 

11. Ò»ñ Ï³ñÍÇùáí, í³×³éáÕÝ»ñÁ ÇÝãå»±ë Ï³ñáÕ »Ý å³ñ½»É Ñ³×³Ëáñ¹Ç ï³ñÇùÁ: 

12. ¸áõù ï»ÕÛ³±Ï »ù ïáõ·³ÝùÇó, áñÁ ë³ÑÙ³ÝíáõÙ ¿ ³Ýã³÷³Ñ³ëÝ»ñÇÝ ÍË³Ëáï 

í³×³éáÕÝ»ñÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ:  ÆÝãù³±Ý ¿ ³ÛÝ, Áëï Ò»½: 

13. Ò»ñ Ï³ñÍÇùáí, ³Ûë ûñ»ÝùÁ ÇÝãù³Ýáí ¿ Ï³ñáÕ³ó»É ÍË³ËáïÇ Ù³ïã»ÉÇáõÃÛ³Ý 

íñ³ ³½¹Ç ³Ýã³÷³Ñ³ëÝ»ñÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ:  ºÃ» ³ÛÝ áõÝÇ Ã»ñáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñ, Ç±Ýãå»ë 

Ï³ñ»ÉÇ ¿ ³Ûë ûñ»ÝùÁ Ï³ï³ñ»É³·áñÍ»É: 
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Appendix 3a 

Consent Form for Respondents 
 Hello, the name of the researcher visiting your school today is 

______________________ and he/she has come from the American University of Armenia 

(AUA) to conduct a survey.   

 This survey is part of a larger study into the smoking habits of 13-15 year olds and 

how they access tobacco products.  The study is being conducted by a graduate student and 

faculty from the AUA, and has been approved by the Institutional Review Board which 

addresses ethical concerns in research. 

 If you choose to participate in this survey, you will be one of approximately 1000 

schoolchildren aged 13-15 years chosen in Yerevan.  The schoolchildren were chosen 

randomly in the city, proportional to the enrollment size of schools having 7, 8 and 9 grades.  

Your input will be very valuable to help the researchers understand the smoking habits of 

young schoolchildren in Yerevan.  Please understand that you have been given free choice in 

whether or not to participate in this study.  If you agree to participate, you will only be asked 

to fill in the following questionnaire, which will require 5-10 minutes of your time.  You are 

free to avoid answering any questions you wish.   

 The information you provide in the questionnaire will not be disclosed to anyone 

except the researchers.  The information requested in the questionnaire is to be provided 

anonymously – you will not be asked your name or contact information at any point. 

 Participating in the study does not involve any risk for you and only requires 5-10 

minutes of your time in filling out the questionnaire.  There are no direct benefits for you, but 

the information you provide will help the researchers in better understanding the smoking 

habits of your peers. 

 If you would like more information about this study or have any questions, please do 

not hesitate to contact Edward Bunker at the College of Health Sciences, American 

University of Armenia, tel: 512592.  If you feel you have been treated unfairly or have any 

other complaints, please do not hesitate to contact Yelena Amirkhanyan at the College of 

Health Sciences, American University of Armenia, tel: 512568. 

I understand the conditions mentioned above and have freely chosen to participate in 

this study.  As a participants, I understand that I will be asked to fill in only one 

questionnaire, and may avoid any questions if I so choose. 

Signature: ______________________  Student Investigator: 

Date:         ______________________  ___________________________ 



 38

Appendix 3b 

Ð³ñóÙ³Ý Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝ³·Çñ 
 ´³ñ¨ Ò»½: Ò»ñ ¹åñáó ³Ûó»É³Í Ñ»ï³½áïáÕÇ ³ÝáõÝÁ _____________________ ¿ 

¨ Ý³ »Ï»É ¿ Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ³Ù»ñÇÏÛ³Ý Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝÇó ³Ûëï»Õ Ñ³ñóáõÙ ³ÝóÏ³óÝ»Éáõ:  

²Ûë Ñ³ñóáõÙÁ Ù³ë ¿ Ï³½ÙáõÙ ³Ýã³÷³Ñ³ëÝ»ñÇ Ùáï ÍË³ËáïÇ û·ï³·áñÍÙ³Ý ¨ 

Ù³ïã»ÉÇáõÃÛ³Ý í»ñ³µ»ñÛ³É áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛ³Ý:  àõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛáõÝÝ ³ÝóÏ³óíáõÙ ¿ 

Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ³Ù»ñÇÏÛ³Ý Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝÇ ¹³ë³Ëáë³Ï³½ÙÇ ¨ ³í³ñï³Ï³Ý ÏáõñëÇ 

áõë³ÝáÕÇ ÏáÕÙÇó:  ²ÛÝ Ñ³ëï³ïí»É ¿ Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝÇ ÆÝëïÇïáõóÇáÝ³É í»ñ³ÑëÏÙ³Ý 

ËáñÑñ¹Ç ÏáÕÙÇó, áñÁ å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõ ¿ áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ ¿ÃÇÏ³Ï³Ý Ñ³ñó»ñÇ 

³å³ÑáíÙ³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ: 

 ºÃ» ¸áõù Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝí»ù Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»É ³Ûë Ñ³ñóÙ³ÝÁ, ¸áõù ÏÙÇ³Ý³ù 

áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛ³Ý Ù»ç ÁÝ¹·ñÏí³Í ºñ¨³ÝÇ ¨ë 1000 7-9ñ¹ ¹³ë³ñ³ÝóÇ ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÇÝ: 

¸åñáó³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÝ ÁÝïñí»É »Ý å³ï³Ñ³Ï³Ýáñ»Ý, Ï³Ëí³Í ù³Õ³ùáõÙ ¹åñáóÝ»ñÇ 

³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÇ ù³Ý³ÏÇó:  Ò»ñ Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃÛáõÝÁ ß³ï Ï³ñ¨áñ ¿, áñå»ë½Ç 

áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáÕÝ»ñÁ Ñ³ëÏ³Ý³Ý ºñ¨³ÝÇ ¹åñáó³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÇ í»ñ³µ»ñÙáõÝùÁ ÍË³ËáïÇ 

ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ: Ò»½ ïñíáõÙ ¿ ³Ûë Ñ³ñóÙ³ÝÁ Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»Éáõ Ï³Ù ãÙ³ëÝ³Ïó»Éáõ ³½³ï 

ÁÝïñáõÃÛáõÝ:  ºÃ» Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝí»ù Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»É, Ò»½ÝÇó ËÝ¹ñí»Éáõ ¿ Éñ³óÝ»É ÙÇ³ÛÝ Ù»Ï 

Ñ³ñó³ß³ñ, áñÁ Ïå³Ñ³ÝçÇ ÁÝ¹³Ù»ÝÁ 5-10 ñáå»:  ò³ÝÏáõÃÛ³Ý ¹»åùáõÙ ³Û¹ Ñ³ñó»ñÇó 

áñáßÝ»ñÇÝ Ï³ñáÕ »ù ãå³ï³ëË³Ý»É: 

 Ð³ñó³ß³ñáõÙ Ò»ñ Ýß³Í å³ï³ëË³ÝÝ»ñÁ áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáÕ ËÙµÇó ¹áõñë áã Ù»ÏÇÝ 

ã»Ý ÷áË³Ýóí»Éáõ:  Ð³ñó³ß³ñÁ Éñ³óÝ»Éáõ »ù ³Ý³ÝáõÝ. Ò»½ÝÇó áã ÙÇ ¹»åùáõÙ Ò»ñ 

³ÝÓÝ³Ï³Ý ïíÛ³ÉÝ»ñÁ ã»Ý å³Ñ³Ýçí»Éáõ: 

 Ø³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃÛ³Ý ¹»åùáõÙ Ò»½ áã ÙÇ íï³Ý· ãÇ ëå³éÝáõÙ. ÁÝ¹³Ù»ÝÁ 

å³Ñ³Ýçí»Éáõ ¿ 5-10 ñáå» Ñ³ñó³ß³ñÁ Éñ³óÝ»Éáõ:  Ò»½ áã ÙÇ áõÕÕ³ÏÇ û·áõï ãÇ Ñ³ëÝÇ, 

µ³Ûó Ò»ñ Ý»ñ¹ñÙ³Ý ßÝáñÑÇí áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáÕÝ»ñÁ ³í»ÉÇ É³í ÏÑ³ëÏ³Ý³Ý Ò»ñ 

Ñ³ë³Ï³ÏÇóÝ»ñÇ í»ñ³µ»ñÙáõÝùÁ ÍË³ËáïÇ ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ: 

 ºÃ» ¸áõù áõÝ»Ý³ù Ñ³ñó»ñ áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛ³Ý Ù³ëÇÝ Ï³Ù ó³Ý³Ï³Ý³ù ëï³Ý³É 

Ñ³í»ÉÛ³É ï»Õ»ÏáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñ, Ï³ñáÕ »ù ½³Ý·³Ñ³ñ»É ¾¹í³ñ¹ ´³ÝÏ»ñÇÝ, Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ 

³Ù»ñÇÏ³Ý Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³Ý, Ñ»é:512592 : 

 ºÃ» ¸áõù Ï³ñÍ»ù áñ Ò»ñ ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ ³Ý³ñ¹³ñ í»ñ³µ»ñÙáõÝù ¿ »Õ»É Ï³Ù 

áõÝ»Ý³ù ³ÛÉ µáÕáùÝ»ñ, ½³Ý·³Ñ³ñ»ù ºÉ»Ý³ ²ÙÇñË³ÝÛ³ÝÇÝ, Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ³Ù»ñÇÏ³Ý 

Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³Ý, Ñ»é:512568 : 

ºë Ñ³ëÏ³ÝáõÙ »Ù í»ñáÑÇßÛ³É å³ÛÙ³ÝÝ»ñÁ ¨ ÇÝùë áñáß»É »Ù Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»É ³Ûë 

áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛ³ÝÁ:  ºë Ñ³ëÏ³ÝáõÙ »Ù, áñ ÇÝÓÝÇó ËÝ¹ñí»Éáõ ¿ Éñ³óñ»É ÙÇ³ÛÝ Ù»Ï 

Ñ³ñó³ß³ñ ¨ ó³ÝÏáõÃÛ³Ý ¹»åùáõÙ Ï³ñáÕ »Ù áñáß Ñ³ñó»ñÇÝ ãå³ï³ëË³Ý»É: 

êïáñ³·ñáõÃÛáõÝ  ________________________        àõë.  Ñ»ï³½áïáÕ 

²Ùë³ÃÇí   ________________________ ___________________ 



 39

Appendix 4a 
Consent form for School Principals 

 
Hello, my name is ______________________ and I’ve come from the American 

University of Armenia (AUA) to conduct a survey.  This survey is part of a larger study into 

the smoking habits of 13-15 year olds and how they access tobacco products.  The study is 

being conducted by a graduate student and faculty from the AUA, and has been approved by 

the Institutional Review Board which addresses ethical concerns in research. 

 If you choose to allow your school to participate in this survey, the students enrolled 

here will be among approximately 1000 schoolchildren in grades 7-9 chosen in Yerevan.  The 

schoolchildren were chosen randomly in the city, proportional to the enrollment size of 

schools having 7, 8 and 9 grades.  Input from your school will be very valuable to help the 

researchers understand the smoking habits of young schoolchildren in Yerevan.  Please 

understand that you have been given free choice in whether or not to allow your school to 

participate in this study.  If you agree, students will only be asked to fill in a questionnaire, 

which will require 5-10 minutes of their time.  They will be free to avoid answering any 

questions they wish.   

 The information they provide in the questionnaire will not be disclosed to anyone 

except the researchers.  The information requested in the questionnaire is to be provided 

anonymously – they will not be asked their name or contact information at any point. 

 Participating in the study does not involve any risk for you or your students and only 

requires 5-10 minutes of students’ time in filling out the questionnaire.  There are no direct 

benefits for you or the students, but the information provided will help the researchers in 

better understanding the smoking habits of minors. 

 If you would like more information about this study or have any questions, please do 

not hesitate to contact Edward Bunker at the College of Health Sciences, American 

University of Armenia, tel: 512592. 

 If you feel you have been treated unfairly or have any other complaints, please do not 

hesitate to contact Yelena Amirkhanyan at the College of Health Sciences, American 

University of Armenia, tel: 512568. 

I understand the conditions mentioned above and have freely chosen to participate in 

this study.  As a participating school, I understand that students will be asked to fill in only 

one questionnaire, and may avoid any questions if they so choose. 

Signature: ______________________  Student Investigator: 

Date:         ______________________  ___________________________ 
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Appendix 4b 

Ð³ñóÙ³Ý Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝ³·Çñ ïÝûñ»ÝÝ»ñÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ 
 ´³ñ¨ Ò»½: ÆÙ ³ÝáõÝÁ _____________________ ¿ ¨ »ë »Ï»É »Ù Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ 

³Ù»ñÇÏÛ³Ý Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝÇó ³Ûëï»Õ Ñ³ñóáõÙ ³ÝóÏ³óÝ»Éáõ:  ²Ûë Ñ³ñóáõÙÁ Ù³ë ¿ 

Ï³½ÙáõÙ ³Ýã³÷³Ñ³ëÝ»ñÇ Ùáï ÍË³ËáïÇ û·ï³·áñÍÙ³Ý ¨ Ù³ïã»ÉÇáõÃÛ³Ý 

í»ñ³µ»ñÛ³É áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛ³Ý:  àõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛáõÝÝ ³ÝóÏ³óíáõÙ ¿ Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ 

³Ù»ñÇÏÛ³Ý Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝÇ ¹³ë³Ëáë³Ï³½ÙÇ ¨ ³í³ñï³Ï³Ý ÏáõñëÇ áõë³ÝáÕÇ ÏáÕÙÇó:  

²ÛÝ Ñ³ëï³ïí»É ¿ Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝÇ ÆÝëïÇïáõóÇáÝ³É í»ñ³ÑëÏÙ³Ý ËáñÑñ¹Ç ÏáÕÙÇó, áñÁ 

å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõ ¿ áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ ¿ÃÇÏ³Ï³Ý Ñ³ñó»ñÇ ³å³ÑáíÙ³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ: 

 ºÃ» ¸áõù Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝí»ù, áñ Ò»ñ ¹åñáóÁ Ù³ëÝ³ÏóÇ ³Ûë Ñ³ñóÙ³ÝÁ, Ò»ñ 

³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÁ ÏÙÇ³Ý³Ý áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛ³Ý Ù»ç ÁÝ¹·ñÏí³Í ºñ¨³ÝÇ ¨ë 1000 7-9ñ¹ 

¹³ë³ñ³ÝóÇÝ»ñÇÝ: ¸åñáóÝ»ñÝ ÁÝïñí»É »Ý å³ï³Ñ³Ï³Ýáñ»Ý, Ï³Ëí³Í ù³Õ³ùáõÙ 

¹åñáóÝ»ñÇ ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÇ ù³Ý³ÏÇó: Ò»ñ ¹åñáóÇ Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃÛáõÝÁ ß³ï Ï³ñ¨áñ ¿, 

áñå»ë½Ç áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáÕÝ»ñÁ Ñ³ëÏ³Ý³Ý ºñ¨³ÝÇ ¹åñáó³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÇ í»ñ³µ»ñÙáõÝùÁ 

ÍË³ËáïÇ ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ: Ò»ñ ¹åñáóÇÝ ïñíáõÙ ¿ ³Ûë Ñ³ñóÙ³ÝÁ Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»Éáõ Ï³Ù 

ãÙ³ëÝ³Ïó»Éáõ ³½³ï ÁÝïñáõÃÛáõÝ:  ºÃ» Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝí»ù Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»É, Ò»ñ ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÇó 

ËÝ¹ñí»Éáõ ¿ Éñ³óÝ»É ÙÇ³ÛÝ Ù»Ï Ñ³ñó³ß³ñ, áñÁ Ïå³Ñ³ÝçÇ ÁÝ¹³Ù»ÝÁ 5-10 ñáå»:  

ò³ÝÏáõÃÛ³Ý ¹»åùáõÙ ³Û¹ Ñ³ñó»ñÇó áñáßÝ»ñÇÝ Ï³ñáÕ »Ý ãå³ï³ëË³Ý»É: 

 Ð³ñó³ß³ñáõÙ Ýßí³Í å³ï³ëË³ÝÝ»ñÁ áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáÕ ËÙµÇó ¹áõñë áã Ù»ÏÇÝ ã»Ý 

÷áË³Ýóí»Éáõ:  Ð³ñó³ß³ñÁ Éñ³óí»Éáõ ¿ ³Ý³ÝáõÝ. áã ÙÇ ¹»åùáõÙ Ò»ñ ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÇ 

³ÝÓÝ³Ï³Ý ïíÛ³ÉÝ»ñÁ ã»Ý å³Ñ³Ýçí»Éáõ: 

 Ø³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃÛ³Ý ¹»åùáõÙ Ò»½ Ï³Ù Ò»ñ ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÇÝ áã ÙÇ íï³Ý· ãÇ 

ëå³éÝáõÙ. ÁÝ¹³Ù»ÝÁ å³Ñ³Ýçí»Éáõ ¿ 5-10 ñáå» Ñ³ñó³ß³ñÁ Éñ³óÝ»Éáõ:  Ò»½ Ï³Ù Ò»ñ 

³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÇÝ áã ÙÇ áõÕÕ³ÏÇ û·áõï ãÇ Ñ³ëÝÇ, µ³Ûó Ò»ñ Ý»ñ¹ñÙ³Ý ßÝáñÑÇí 

áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáÕÝ»ñÁ ³í»ÉÇ É³í ÏÑ³ëÏ³Ý³Ý ³Ýã³÷³Ñ³ëÝ»ñÇ í»ñ³µ»ñÙáõÝùÁ 

ÍË³ËáïÇ ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ: 

 ºÃ» ¸áõù áõÝ»Ý³ù Ñ³ñó»ñ áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛ³Ý Ù³ëÇÝ Ï³Ù ó³Ý³Ï³Ý³ù ëï³Ý³É 

Ñ³í»ÉÛ³É ï»Õ»ÏáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñ, Ï³ñáÕ »ù ½³Ý·³Ñ³ñ»É ¾¹í³ñ¹ ´³ÝÏ»ñÇÝ, Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ 

³Ù»ñÇÏ³Ý Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³Ý, Ñ»é:512592 :  ºÃ» ¸áõù Ï³ñÍ»ù áñ Ò»ñ ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ ³Ý³ñ¹³ñ 

í»ñ³µ»ñÙáõÝù ¿ »Õ»É Ï³Ù áõÝ»Ý³ù ³ÛÉ µáÕáùÝ»ñ, ½³Ý·³Ñ³ñ»ù ºÉ»Ý³ ²ÙÇñË³ÝÛ³ÝÇÝ, 

Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ³Ù»ñÇÏ³Ý Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³Ý, Ñ»é:512568 : 

ºë Ñ³ëÏ³ÝáõÙ »Ù í»ñáÑÇßÛ³É å³ÛÙ³ÝÝ»ñÁ ¨ Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝ »Ù áñ ÇÙ ¹åñáóÁ 

Ù³ëÝ³ÏóÇ ³Ûë áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛ³ÝÁ:  ºë Ñ³ëÏ³ÝáõÙ »Ù, áñ ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÇó ËÝ¹ñí»Éáõ ¿ 

Éñ³óñ»É ÙÇ³ÛÝ Ù»Ï Ñ³ñó³ß³ñ ¨ ó³ÝÏáõÃÛ³Ý ¹»åùáõÙ Ï³ñáÕ »Ý áñáß Ñ³ñó»ñÇÝ 

ãå³ï³ëË³Ý»É:    

êïáñ³·ñáõÃÛáõÝ  ________________________        àõë.  Ñ»ï³½áïáÕ 

²Ùë³ÃÇí   ________________________ ___________________ 
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Appendix 5a 
Interview Consent Form 

 
 Hello, my name is ______________________ and I’ve come from the American 

University of Armenia to conduct an interview.  This interview is part of a larger study into 

the smoking habits of minors and how they access tobacco products.  The study is being 

conducted by a graduate student and faculty from the American University of Armenia, and 

has been approved by the Institutional Review Board which addresses ethical concerns in 

research. 

 If you choose to participate in this interview, you will be one of 15 store managers 

and shopkeepers chosen in Yerevan.   Your input will be very valuable to help the researchers 

understand the access to tobacco products by minors in Yerevan.  Please understand that you 

have been given free choice in whether or not to participate in this study.  If you agree to 

participate, you will only be asked a few questions, which will require 25-30 minutes of your 

time.  You are free to avoid answering any questions you wish.   

 The information you provide in the interview will not be provided to anyone other 

than the researchers.  This includes the notes that the interviewer will be taking during the 

interview.  The notes will be recorded without any identifying information.  At no point will 

the location of this interview be recorded. These notes will be destroyed after the study is 

completed. 

 Participating in the study only requires 25-30 minutes of your time.  There are no 

direct benefits for you, but the information you provide will help the researchers in better 

understanding access to tobacco products by minors. 

 If you would like more information about this study or have any questions, please do 

not hesitate to contact Edward Bunker at the College of Health Sciences, American 

University of Armenia, tel: 512592. 

 If you feel you have been treated unfairly or have any other complaints, please do not 

hesitate to contact Yelena Amirkhanyan at the College of Health Sciences, American 

University of Armenia, tel: 512568. 

I understand the conditions mentioned above and have freely chosen to participate in 

this study.  As a participants, I understand that I will be asked questions during the interview 

and that notes will be taken.  I realize that I may avoid any questions if I so choose. 

Signature: ______________________  Student Investigator: 

Date:         ______________________  _____________________ 
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Appendix 5b 
Ð³ñó³½ñáõÛóÇ Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝ³·Çñ 

´³ñ¨ Ò»½: ÆÙ ³ÝáõÝÁ _____________________ ¿ ¨ »ë »Ï»É »Ù Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ 

³Ù»ñÇÏÛ³Ý Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝÇó ³Ûëï»Õ Ñ³ñó³½ñáõÛó ³ÝóÏ³óÝ»Éáõ:  ²Ûë Ñ³ñó³½ñáõÛóÁ 

Ù³ë ¿ Ï³½ÙáõÙ ³Ýã³÷³Ñ³ëÝ»ñÇ Ùáï ÍË³ËáïÇ û·ï³·áñÍÙ³Ý ¨ Ù³ïã»ÉÇáõÃÛ³Ý 

í»ñ³µ»ñÛ³É áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛ³Ý:  àõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛáõÝÝ ³ÝóÏ³óíáõÙ ¿ Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ 

²Ù»ñÇÏÛ³Ý Ð³Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝÇ ¹³ë³Ëáë³Ï³½ÙÇ ¨ ³í³ñï³Ï³Ý ÏáõñëÇ áõë³ÝáÕÇ ÏáÕÙÇó:  

²ÛÝ ÁÝ¹áõÝí»É ¿ Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝÇ ÆÝëïÇïáõóÇáÝ³É í»ñ³ÑëÏÙ³Ý ËáñÑñ¹Ç ÏáÕÙÇó, áñÁ 

å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõ ¿ áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ ¿ÃÇÏ³Ï³Ý Ñ³ñó»ñÇ ³å³ÑáíÙ³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ: 

 ºÃ» ¸áõù Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝí»ù Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»É ³Ûë Ñ³ñó³½ñáõÛóÇÝ, ¸áõù ÏÙÇ³Ý³ù 

áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛ³Ý Ù»ç ÁÝ¹·ñÏí³Í ºñ¨³ÝÇ ¨ë 15 Ë³ÝáõÃå³ÝÝ»ñÇÝ ¨ ³é¨ïñ³ÛÇÝ 

Ï»ïÇ Õ»Ï³í³ñÝ»ñÇÝ: Ò»ñ Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃÛáõÝÁ ß³ï Ï³ñ¨áñ ¿, áñå»ë½Ç 

áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáÕÝ»ñÁ Ñ³ëÏ³Ý³Ý ºñ¨³ÝÇ ¹åñáó³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÇ í»ñ³µ»ñÙáõÝùÁ ÍË³ËáïÇ 

ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ: Ò»½ ïñíáõÙ ¿ ³Ûë Ñ³ñó³½ñáõÛóÇÝ Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»Éáõ Ï³Ù ãÙ³ëÝ³Ïó»Éáõ ³½³ï 

ÁÝïñáõÃÛáõÝ:  ºÃ» Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝí»ù Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»É, Ò»½ÝÇó ËÝ¹ñí»Éáõ ¿ å³ï³ëË³Ý»É ÙÇ 

ù³ÝÇ Ñ³ñó»ñÇÝ, áñÁ Ïå³Ñ³ÝçÇ ÁÝ¹³Ù»ÝÁ 25-30 ñáå»:  ò³ÝÏáõÃÛ³Ý ¹»åùáõÙ ³Û¹ 

Ñ³ñó»ñÇó áñáßÝ»ñÇÝ Ï³ñáÕ »ù ãå³ï³ëË³Ý»É: 

 Ð³ñó³½ñáõÛóáõÙ Ò»ñ Ýß³Í å³ï³ëË³ÝÝ»ñÁ áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáÕ ËÙµÇó ¹áõñë áã 

Ù»ÏÇÝ ã»Ý ÷áË³Ýóí»Éáõ` µ³ó³éáõÃÛ³Ùµ Í³Ûñ³Ñ»Õ Çñ³í³Ï³Ý Çñ³íÇ×³ÏÇó:  ê³ Ý³¨ 

í»ñ³µ»ñíáõÙ ¿ ³ÛÝ ÝßáõÙÝ»ñÇÝ áñÁ Ï³ñí»Ý Ñ³ñó³½ñáõÛóÇ í³ñáÕÇ ÏáÕÙÇó:  ÜßáõÙÝ»ñÁ 

ÉÇÝ»Éáõ »Ý ÙÇ³ÛÝ Ò»ñ ËáëùÇ ÑÇÙ³Ý íñ³. áã ÙÇ ¹»åùáõÙ ã»Ý Ýßí»Éáõ Ò»ñ Ï³Ù Ò»ñ 

Ë³ÝáõÃÇ ïíÛ³ÉÝ»ñÁ:  ²Ûë ÝßáõÙÝ»ñÇ ÑÇÙ³Ý íñ³ Ò»½ Ï³Ù Ò»ñ Ë³ÝáõÃÁ ×³Ý³ã»É 

ÑÝ³ñ³íáñ ãÇ ÉÇÝ»Éáõ:  àõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛáõÝÇó Ñ»ïá µáÉáñ ÝßáõÙÝ»ñÁ áãÝã³óí»Éáõ »Ý: 

 Ø³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃÛ³Ý ¹»åùáõÙ Ò»½ ³ÝÙÇç³Ï³Ý íï³Ý· ãÇ ëå³éÝáõÙ. ÁÝ¹³Ù»ÝÁ 

å³Ñ³Ýçí»Éáõ ¿ 25-30 ñáå» Ñ³ñó»ñÇÝ å³ï³ëË³Ý»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ:  Ò»½ áã ÙÇ áõÕÕ³ÏÇ 

û·áõï ãÇ Ñ³ëÝÇ, µ³Ûó Ò»ñ Ý»ñ¹ñÙ³Ý ßÝáñÑÇí áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáÕÝ»ñÁ ³í»ÉÇ É³í 

ÏÑ³ëÏ³Ý³Ý ºñ¨³ÝáõÙ ³Ýã³÷³Ñ³ëÝ»ñÇ í»ñ³µ»ñÙáõÝùÁ ÍË³ËáïÇ ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ: 

 ºÃ» ¸áõù áõÝ»Ý³ù Ñ³ñó»ñ áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛ³Ý Ù³ëÇÝ Ï³Ù ó³Ý³Ï³Ý³ù ëï³Ý³É 

Ñ³í»ÉÛ³É ï»Õ»ÏáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñ, Ï³ñáÕ »ù ½³Ý·³Ñ³ñ»É ¾¹í³ñ¹ ´³ÝÏ»ñÇÝ, Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ 

²Ù»ñÇÏ³Ý Ð³Ù³Éë³ñ³Ý, Ñ»é: 512592 :  ºÃ» ¸áõù Ï³ñÍ»ù áñ Ò»ñ ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ ³Ý³ñ¹³ñ 

í»ñ³µ»ñÙáõÝù ¿ »Õ»É Ï³Ù áõÝ»Ý³ù ³ÛÉ µáÕáùÝ»ñ, ½³Ý·³Ñ³ñ»ù ºÉ»Ý³ ²ÙÇñË³ÝÛ³ÝÇÝ, 

Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ³Ù»ñÇÏ³Ý Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³Ý, Ñ»é:512568 :   

ºë Ñ³ëÏ³ÝáõÙ »Ù í»ñáÑÇßÛ³É å³ÛÙ³ÝÝ»ñÁ ¨ ÇÝùë áñáß»É »Ù Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»É ³Ûë 

áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛ³ÝÁ:  ºë Ñ³ëÏ³ÝáõÙ »Ù, áñ ÇÝÓÝÇó ËÝ¹ñí»Éáõ ¿ å³ï³ëË³Ý»É ÙÇ ù³ÝÇ 

Ñ³ñó»ñÇÝ ¨ ó³ÝÏáõÃÛ³Ý ¹»åùáõÙ Ï³ñáÕ »Ù áñáß Ñ³ñó»ñÇÝ ãå³ï³ëË³Ý»É: 

êïáñ³·ñáõÃÛáõÝ  ________________________ àõë. Ñ»ï³½áïáÕ 

²Ùë³ÃÇí   ________________________ ___________________ 
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Appendix 6a 

Text of Letter to Ministry  

for Youth Tobacco Access Study 

To:   Ms. Narine Hovhannisyan 

Head, Department of School Education 

 Ministry of Science and Education 

 Republic of Armenia 

 

Dear Ms. Hovhannisyan, 

 As part of the thesis project for students graduating from the Master of Public Health 

program at the American University of Armenia, we are conducting a survey among 

schoolchildren in grades 7-9  in Yerevan.  The main objective of this survey is to determine 

how this population accesses tobacco products and their smoking habits, and whether or not a 

ban on the sale of tobacco products to minors, introduced in Armenia in December 2004, has 

affected these indicators.   

We have determined that for our results to be presentable and generalizeable to the 

whole population of schoolchildren in this age range in the capital we would require the 

involvement of approximately 1000 schoolchildren in the survey. We will choose the schools 

to be included in the study through random sampling of schools which have students of these 

ages, for which we need the complete list of all such schools in Yerevan, with the number of 

students in these classes in each case.    

We would like to request your permission for conducting this survey and, if granted, a 

letter from the Ministry claiming that you are aware of this study and approve of it. We also 

request your assistance in obtaining the list of all Yerevan schools with 7-9 grades in them, 

and, if possible, the total number of students in these classes enrolled at these schools. 

Best regards, 

 

 Varduhi Petrosyan, PhD 

 Associate Dean 

 College of Health Sciences 
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Appendix 6b 

ÐÐ ÎñÃáõÃÛ³Ý ¨ ·ÇïáõÃÛ³Ý Ý³Ë³ñ³ñáõÃÛ³Ý 
Ð³Ýñ³ÏñÃ³Ï³Ý µ³ÅÝÇ í³ñÇã 
îÏÝ. Ü³ñÇÝ» ÐáíÑ³ÝÝÇëÛ³ÝÇÝ 

Ð³ñ·³ñÅ³Ý ïÏÝ. ÐáíÑ³ÝÝÇëÛ³Ý, 
 

 Ð³ë³Û³ïÝÇ ²Ù»ñÇÏÛ³Ý Ð³Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝÁ (Ð²Ð) å³ïñ³ëïíáõÙ ºñ¨³ÝáõÙ 7-9 

¹³ë³ñ³ÝóÇ »ñ»Ë³Ý»ñÇ ßñç³Ý³ÏáõÙ ³ÝóÏ³óÝ»É Ñ³ñóáõÙ, áñÁ Ñ³Ý¹Çë³ÝáõÙ ¿ Ð²Ð 

Ñ³Ýñ³ÛÇÝ ³éáÕçáõÃÛ³Ý ý³ÏáõÉï»ïÇ »ñÏñáñ¹ ï³ñí³ áõë³ÝáÕÇ ¹ÇåÉáÙ³ÛÇÝ 

³ßË³ï³ÝùÇ Ù³ë:  Ð³ñóÙ³Ý ÑÇÙÝ³Ï³Ý Ýå³ï³ÏÝ ¿ å³ñ½»É ³Ûë ï³ñÇùÇ »ñ»Ë³Ý»ñÇ 

Ùáï ÍË³ËáïÇ ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ í»ñ³µ»ñÙáõÝùÁ ¨ áñáß»É Ã» ÇÝãå»ë »Ý Ýñ³Ýù Ó»éù µ»ñáõÙ 

ÍË³Ëáï, »Ã» ÍËáõÙ »Ý:  ²ñ¹ÛáõÝùÝ»ñÝ Ñ³Ù»Ù³ïí»Éáõ »Ý 2004 Ã-ÇÝ ëï³ó³Í 

ïíÛ³ÉÝ»ñÇ Ñ»ï å³ñ½»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ Ã» ³ñ¹Ûáù 2004 Ã-Ç ¹»Ïï»Ùµ»ñÇÝ ÁÝ¹áõÝí³Í ûñ»ÝùÁ, 

Áëï áñÇ ³Ýã³÷³Ñ³ëÝ»ñÇÝ ÍË³ËáïÇ í³×³éùÝ ³ñ·»ÉíáõÙ ¿, áõÝ»ó»É ¿ áñáß³ÏÇ 

³½¹»óáõÃÛáõÝ Ýßí³Í óáõó³ÝÇßÝ»ñÇ íñ³: 

 àñå»ë½Ç Ù»ñ ëï³ó³Í ³ñ¹ÛáõÝùÁ ÉÇÝÇ Ýß³Ý³Ï³ÉÇó ¨ ÑÝ³ñ³íáñáõÃÛáõÝ ï³ Ù»½ 

³Ý»É Ñ»ï¨áõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñ ³ÙµáÕç ºñ¨³ÝÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ, Ù»Ýù áñáß»É »Ýù áñ å»ïù ¿ Ñ³ñóÙ³ÝÁ 

Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»Ý Ùáï³íáñ³å»ë 1000 »ñ»Ë³Ý»ñ:  Ø»Ýù å³ï³Ñ³Ï³ÝáõÃÛ³Ý ëÏ½µáõÝùáí 

ÏÁÝïñ»Ýù ³ÛÝ ¹åñáóÝ»ñÇó, áñï»Õ Ï³Ý ³Ûë ¹³ë³ñ³ÝóÇÝ»ñÁ: ²Ûë å³ï³Ñ³Ï³Ý 

ÁÝïñáõÃÛáõÝÁ Ï³ï³ñ»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ Ù»½ ³ÝÑñ³Å»ßï ¿ óáõó³ÏÁ ºñ¨³ÝÇ µáÉáñ ³ÛÝ 

¹åñáóÝ»ñÇ, áñï»Õ Ï³Ý 7-9 ¹³ë³ñ³ÝóÇÝ»ñ, ¨ ³ÛÝ ¹³ë³ñ³ÝÝ»ñáõÙ ëáíáñáÕ 

»ñ»Ë³Ý»ñÇ ÁÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ ù³Ý³ÏÁ Ûáõñ³ù³ÝãÛáõñ ¹åñáóÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ: 

 ÊÝ¹ñáõÙ »Ýù Ò»ñ ÃáõÛÉïíáõÃÛáõÝÁ ¨ ³ç³ÏóáõÃÛáõÝÁ ³Ûë Ñ»ï³½áïáõÃÛáõÝÝ 

³ÝóÏ³óÝ»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ ¨ Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝáõÃÛ³Ý ¹»åùáõÙ Ò»ñ Ý³Ë³ñ³ñáõÃÛáõÝÇó Ý³Ù³Ï, 

áñï»Õ ÝßáõÙ »ù, áñ ï»ÕÛ³Ï »ù áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛáõÝÇó ¨ ïí»É »ù Ò»ñ Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝáõÃÛáõÝÁ:  

Ü³¨ ËÝ¹ñáõÙ »Ýù ïñ³Ù³¹ñ»ù ³ÝÑñ³Å»ßï óáõó³ÏÁ ºñ¨³ÝÇ µáÉáñ ³ÛÝ ¹åñáóÝ»ñÇÝ 

áñï»Õ Ï³Ý 7-9 ¹³ë³ñ³ÝóÇÝ»ñ ¨, ÑÝ³ñ³íáñáõÃÛ³Ý ¹»åùáõÙ, Ûáõñ³ù³ÝãÛáõñ ¹åñáóÇ 

Ñ³Ù³ñ ³ÛÝ ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÇ ù³Ý³ÏÁ: 

 Î³ÝË³í ßÝáñÑ³Ï³ÉáõÃÛáõÝ, 

 

 ì³ñ¹áõÑÇ ä»ïñáëÛ³Ý 

öáË-¹»Ï³Ý 

Ð³Ýñ³ÛÇÝ ³éáÕçáõÃÛ³Ý ý³ÏáõÉï»ï 
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Appendix 7a 

Letter to School Principals 

 

Dear Principal, 

The College of Health Sciences at the American University of Armenia (AUA) is 

conducting a study in 10 Yerevan schools.  The objective of the study is to determine the 

behavior of 7-9 graders regarding tobacco; more specifically, it aims at determining how 

representatives of this age group access tobacco products.  The investigating team includes 

final year students of the master’s course in public health.  This study is part of a graduating 

student’s thesis project. 

This study has been approved by the Institutional Review Board of the university, 

which handles issues of ethics and human subject protection.  Narine Hovhannisyan, the 

Head of the School Education Department at the Ministry of Education and Science, Onik 

Vatyan, Head of the Education Department at Yerevan City Hall and his deputy Armine 

Vardanyan have all approved of this study and given it their support. 

The participation of your school is very important and would contribute to a better 

understanding of Yerevan schoolchildren’s relationship with tobacco products.  The schools 

included in the study were chosen randomly and the survey will be conducted in all the 7-9 

grades in each of the selected schools.  Each student will be given freedom in deciding 

whether or not to participate and the data obtained will be used on a general level, with no 

information given about each school separately. 

We request you to support this study by allowing the survey to be conducted in your 

school as well.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call us at 512564. 

 

Thanking you in advance for your support, 

 

Dr. Varduhi Petrosyan 

Vice-Dean, College of Health Sciences 

American University of Armenia 
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Appendix 7b 

Ð³ñ·³ñÅ³Ý ïÝûñ»Ý, 

Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ³Ù»ñÇÏÛ³Ý Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝÇ (Ð²Ð) Ñ³Ýñ³ÛÇÝ 

³éáÕç³å³ÑáõÃÛ³Ý ý³ÏáõÉï»ïÁ Ï³ï³ñáõÙ ¿ áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛáõÝ ºñ¨³ÝÇ 10 

¹åñáóÝ»ñáõÙ:  àõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛ³Ý Ýå³ï³ÏÝ ¿ å³ñ½»É 7-9-ñ¹ ¹³ë³ñ³ÝóÇÝ»ñÇ 

í»ñ³µ»ñÙáõÝùÁ ÍË³ËáïÇ ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ, Ù³ëÝ³íáñ³å»ë Ã» ÇÝãå»ë »Ý ³Ûë 

ï³ñÇù³ÛÇÝ ËÙµÇ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇãÝ»ñÁ Ó»éù µ»ñáõÙ ÍË³Ëáï:  Ð»ï³½áïáÕÝ»ñÇ 

ÃíáõÙ »Ý Ñ³Ýñ³ÛÇÝ ³éáÕç³å³ÑáõÃÛ³Ý Ù³·ÇëïñáëÇ ³í³ñï³Ï³Ý ÏáõñëÇ 

áõë³ÝáÕÝ»ñ, ¨ áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛáõÝÁ ³í³ñï³Ï³Ý ¹ÇåÉáÙ³ÛÇÝ ³ßË³ï³ÝùÇ 

Ù³ë ¿ Ï³½ÙáõÙ: 

²Ûë áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛáõÝÁ Ñ³ëï³ïí»É ¿ Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝÇ ÆÝëïÇïáõóÇáÝ³É 

í»ñ³ÑëÏÙ³Ý ËáñÑñ¹Ç ÏáÕÙÇó, áñÁ å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõ ¿ ¿ÃÇÏ³Ï³Ý Ñ³ñó»ñÇ 

³å³ÑáíÙ³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ:  ÐÐ ÏñÃáõÃÛ³Ý ¨ ·ÇïáõÃÛ³Ý Ý³Ë³ñ³ñáõÃÛ³Ý 

Ñ³Ýñ³ÏñÃ³Ï³Ý µ³ÅÝÇ í³ñÇã Ü³ñÇÝ» ÐáíÑ³ÝÝÇëÛ³ÝÁ, ÇÝãå»ë Ý³¨ ºñ¨³ÝÇ 

ù³Õ³ù³å»ï³ñ³ÝÇ ÏñÃáõÃÛ³Ý í³ñãáõÃÛ³Ý å»ï úÝÇÏ ì³ÃÛ³ÝÁ ¨ Ýñ³ 

ï»Õ³Ï³É ²ñÙÇÝ» ì³ñ¹³ÝÛ³ÝÁ ï»ÕÛ³Ï »Ý ³Ûë áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛ³Ý Ù³ëÇÝ ¨ 

³ç³ÏóáõÙ »Ý Ý³Ë³·ÍÇÝ: 

Ò»ñ ¹åñáóÇ Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃÛáõÝÁ ß³ï Ï³ñ¨áñ ¿, áñå»ë½Ç 

áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáÕÝ»ñÁ Ñ³ëÏ³Ý³Ý ºñ¨³ÝÇ ¹åñáó³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÇ í»ñ³µ»ñÙáõÝùÁ 

ÍË³ËáïÇ ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ:  ¸åñáóÝ»ñÁ ÁÝïñí»É »Ý å³ï³Ñ³Ï³Ýáñ»Ý ¨ 

Ûáõñ³ù³ÝãÛáõñ ÁÝïñí³Í ¹åñáóáõÙ Ñ³ñóáõÙÝ ³ÝóÏ³óí»Éáõ ¿ µáÉáñ 7-9-ñ¹ 

¹³ë³ñ³ÝóÇÝ»ñÇ ßñç³ÝáõÙ:  ²ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÇÝ Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»Éáõ ³½³ï ÁÝïñáõÃÛáõÝ ¿ 

ïñí»Éáõ, ¨ ëï³óí³Í ï»Õ»ÏáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÁ û·ï³·áñÍí»Éáõ »Ý ÙÇ³ÛÝ 

ÁÝ¹Ñ³Ýñ³Ï³Ý ï»ëùáí` ³é³Ýó áñ¨¿ ÁÝïñí³Í ¹åñáóÇ Ù³ëÇÝ 

ï»Õ»ÏáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ: 

ÊÝ¹ñáõÙ »Ýù ³ç³Ïó»ù áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃÛ³ÝÁ` ÃáõÛÉ ï³Éáí Ñ³ñóáõÙÝ 

³ÝóÏ³óÝ»É Ý³¨ Ò»ñ ¹åñáóáõÙ:  Ð³ñó»ñÇ ¹»åùáõÙ Ï³ñáÕ »ù ½³Ý·³Ñ³ñ»É 

512564 Ñ³Ù³ñáí: 

Î³ÝË³í ßÝáñÑ³Ï³É »Ýù Ò»ñ ³ç³ÏóáõÃÛ³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ` 

 

¹-ñ ì³ñ¹áõÑÇ ä»ïñáëÛ³Ý 

Ð³Ýñ³ÛÇÝ ³éáÕçáõÃÛ³Ý ý³ÏáõÉï»ïÇ ÷áË-¹»Ï³Ý 

Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ³Ù»ñÇÏÛ³Ý Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³Ý 

 


