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December, 1991
Dear Friends:

Earthquake and Independence
Tragedy and Hope

Three years ago, just days after the December 7, 1988 carthquake, Dr. Mihran Agbabian of the
University of Southern California and Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian of the University of California
toured the devastated areas of Armenia. Apartment buildings, homes, schools, farms, factories,
stores and offices lay in total ruin throughout one-third of the country. The death toll was over
25,000 and hundreds of thousands were left homeless.

Looking at the unbelievable devastation, they realized that outside expertise had to be provided to
prevent such destruction and tragedy from ever occurring again. As educators, they were even more
convinced that long-term training in modern systems and technology was the only viable,
permanent solution. The dream of an American standard educational institution in Armenia was
born!

But as the months passed and the struggle for self determination continued, it became clear that
even a grander scope was needed; that a cadre of industrial engineers and business managers would
be essential if Armenia was to succeed in the transition from a centralized controlled economy to a
free market economy, priorities for a country on the road to independence.

In 1989, enthusiastic about the far reaching prospects, the AGBU Central Board of Directors voted
unanimously to give its commitment and support to the establishment of the American University
of Armenia by securing facilities, working with the Armenian government and providing all
operational expenses for planning and implementation. AGBU’s decision to accept the initial fiscal
obligations encouraged the University of California to pass an unprecedented resolution to give full
academic leadership to the new proposed independent American University of Armenia.

The generous contributions of thousands of donors to AGBU’s Armenia Recovery programs funded
not only our soon to be completed Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery Center and the 60,000 sq. ft.
Cold Food Storage at a cost of $8,000,000 but gave us the ability to guarantee the initial stages of
the American University of Armenia.

We knew it would be a challenge to take on such a bold project and we knew it would be a risk
because millions would soon have to be raised to assure the future of the University. But it was a
challenge and a risk we were convinced we must take for the future of Armenia. Costly training in
the United States for students from Armenia would never supply the number of qualified
professionals needed and anything less than a high standard Western academic institution in
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Gptip wwph wnwg, 7 hyubvptp 1988-h tpypuipwpdkG fwgh pwGh vp op twp, ZwpunughG
Swihdmnbhny QwiwuwpwlkE oy, Upfpwl UnwuwbwG b SuihdnnGhng  wdwiuupuGhe
Snln. UpdkG Skp Upiptinbwl wgglqghG QwyuuwnwGh wnhnbwy gpowGGlpp: CkGpkp, wmGhp,
nwpnglln, wqwpulhp, gnpdwpwblln, fuwnplin W qpuubkbhwlGhp Yunwpliwg  wibkpulynnh
Yhpwdmwd EhG GpyphG kY Gppnpy wwpwdphb: Uwhwgudblpm phip YwlgGkp 25,000-p. huy
fiupp AwquipuinpGtip JGwgwd EhG wlwmi:

Ghukny whfunwwnwih Ynpdwlnidp, wlnGp Ggpuwlwgmght et nmpukt vywuliwgltwbhn whwp
whwh prwli wnwepp wnGhm  Awdwp Giwl Ynpdwlmdh Yuwd mmpbpgmpbw vp  bpphat
Uplimpetwb: Ppptit nwuwnbwpuyln, wlnGp GjwG uwy@ AwdngmuhG’ pk wmh npmgpeGipny
qhwwhfunpny  Gplupugnby dwpgmd dp whwh priup dhwy gnpdGulwG ne AhyGwlwG (mdnmp:
Ufiw wiuwku wmb YwnGkp QuwywuwwGh vk wdkphlhwé suhwlhony  Yppwywh
fuwwmwwmmpeht ¥p mGhGuwgm Gpugp:

Fug vy wlhuGln YwlgGkhG i hGpGnpnouwl wwypwpp Yp pwpmGuiymbp, juwwy Yp nwnGwp
Pt wikilh (wif whuwnwown dp wlfpwdbiowm Ep. wyk' ek Swpnmuwpupniiunmwoebwbtn W
wntitnpuul  JupywobwGlip Yhbuwlwl &6 Zuwywuwnwlh fudwp, bek wi Ymqk jwemwwiu
wlglhy YanpnGwgw) m Awluwyontwg wlnbumpblt vp' wquw smyuguiul  wGnbumpbwd.
wnwelwhtipe uinhp' wiluunpbwd mnh6 pnGwd Gpyph vp flundwin:

1989-h6, Swnwmb AinwGyupGEpny uwlnwywn' ZRCU-h UtgmnGwlywl dwpywywt dnnyp
vhwdwifmpbwdp jwGdGwnnipht n wowlgmphl jwinGlig ZwjwuwmwGh Udbphyiw
Zwdwiuwpwlh  ApdGwnpmpbwt’  wwywhinbing 2kGphy, woluwwmbiing  dwiwuwmwbGh
Yuwnwywpmpbwl fhwn W fuppwiebing Spwgpmidh BL wgn dpwghphipm gnpdwnpiplwi
dwubipp: Uyqpp Gpwlywl Swiuubpp finquim ZRLU-h npngmvp  pwewibipkg np Swhdnnbhn
Zdwdwiuwpwbp wnGk  wGGwuplpwg nprgmd dp° Qwywuwwbh Udkphybwl  wGluu
Zwiwpuwpwhi pGdugbiim wdpnowlwl wlhwnbdwywl nbwywpnipemt:

ZRLU-h Qwquuwwbh dbpwlwlelmvh Spwaophpmb Awdwp fwqwpwinp  GmppuwnmGhpm
twwnlugngwd  gmdwpGkpp n’y dhugG  wpwdwypatiguG 8,000,000 wnpup wpdnn G gnunny
wiwpnbith Stnughnwywi W dhpuywbobmwlw Lhpwpndnmpebwl UkmpGhé m 60,000 pwn.
nnplng YhpwypwuwnbGupwGh@, wy Gubi dkqh  AGupuanpmphilp wmhG  dnGwdmpu prrwgm
ZwywuwnwGh BdtiphYwl dwdunuuipuGh uyqpGuiywl AwbepmwGhG:

UliGp qpwkhlp pk vwpwwhipuikp vp whwh pppup GiwG fwhquiu dpwgph vp dbnGupymdp, b
gpwkthGp pk wld whwh prup pmpe wwnwupwGwnmmpp dp, pwGh np dhpnGGhp wkwp b



Armenia would never accomplish our goal for a country suffering 70 years of repression and neglect.

And maybe it’s also because we know how generous our members and friends have always been
through the years when the cause is right.

On September 23, 1991, after two and a half years of planning what sometimes seemed to all of us
an almost impossible dream, the AGBU and the University of California, in cooperation, opened
the American University of Armenia (AUA) in Yerevan.

The Armenian government’s allocation of one of the finest buildings in Yerevan to house the
University has without doubt added to AUA’s successful start. Lecture hall and auditorium, both
complete with simultaneous translation equipment, libraries, classrooms, offices and large dining
room are all available for the sole use of AUA.

One hundred graduate students are today enrolled in English Language, Computer Application,
Earthquake and Industrial Engineering, International Business and Human Resource Management
courses. Fifteen American professors and instructors comprise the teaching staff with Dr. Agbabian
appointed President of the AUA, Dr. Der Kiureghian, Dean of Engineering and Dr. Stepan
Karamardian of Stanford University, Dean of Business Management.

If1, personally, ever wondered whether the challenge, risk and sleepless nights, worrying about how
AGBU is going to raise millions, were worth it, I quickly forgot after a recent trip to Yerevan. The
students’ enthusiasm and interest in the University is simply overwhelming,

First it has given them tremendous encouragement. They know they are unique in attending the
only existing independent American educational institution in all of the Soviet Union (or what was
the Soviet Union) and Eastern Europe.

Second, it has given hope. They know that a new set of opportunities are available to them;
opportunities to compete on a global level; to be equal.

[ interviewed some of the students and instructors just to get an idea of how things were progressing,
Costa Vilaikas, the computer instructor, told me the first week was tough. Many of the students had
never even used a typewriter let alone a computer keyboard. But after 3 weeks they had caught up so
fast he was behind in his lessons. You have to realize this is a country where computers were
outlawed four years ago.

On the day a new shipment of library books arrived from the United States, all the students asked to
postpone the next day’s test so that they could immediately take out the books overnight to read.
There is such a hunger for current reading material. In the Polytechnic Institute they are learning
electronics from 1960 textbooks.

Along with six hours of classes each day, a full load of homework is given - which must be turned in
first thing each morning, Often I found parents, wives and husbands approaching me on the street
to inform me that their sons or daughters or spouses were enrolled and that they never saw them
anymore. “Too much work,” they would say, smiling. There is considerable tension among the
students, worried that they may not make it.



fwGoqubwymbht gmuwmy’ wwwhnbim  AwdwuwpuGhG wywow: Puyg dhip fuingmwd Ehip
pt pGrwnwe wkwp bt ppuwiblp win dwpwwfpuikphi n ywwnwupwGwnnnpebwg
Zugwuwwlh  wwwquih Awdwp: Uhwghw) VwhwlqGhpm vk QwjwuwwGkG muwlnnGhipm
Uhdwdwuu dwpgnup pluwt whwh shwuplifwy gnfwgll] pwpdpnpuly dwuGwgbwlpm juwphpp, W
ZuguuwwGh vk pupdpuwdwlupnwy wplitdnbwG whwnbduyul fwunwnmpebGht dp pwgh 1y
Uty pwl whwh Yupbbwy ppulwbugbl) vhp GuuwwlyGipp 70 wwphGapne  qpluGpGbpk W
whnbumvl wwnwwwd Gpyph vp Awdwp:

@tptiw wyp wwwGwnp wyl tp np UbGp qhnkhGp et wppw G wnwwnwdbngG tnwd GG dhkp
wlnwuGbpi m pupkwdGipp wwphGipm plpwgphG, hpw't Guuwwlwykwbp fwdwp:

Bpuynt wwpmwl  dpugpmdkl Wwnp' wyf Gy np qphpk  wGlwupkih Gpwq vp Yp mkp,
hpwywlwgun  Auptignpdwlubh b Swihdmbhny dwdwjuwpwlh Awdwwnbtn  Ghoipny L 23
Utiywbidptip 1991-hG BplowGh dke pwgmip Yuwwwpmbgwr &UZ-hG:

Zwjwunwbh  Yuwnwjwpmpmbp BptowGh unwqmb gkGpbpkG dkyp  JwdwjuwpwGhG  wpwdwn-
Py wiwulwd Gupuunbkg ZUZ-h qwenn uygpGuanpmptwb: bwuwouwwl upwh G juwpud,
tpympl wy Awdwdwdwlwlbwy pwupgdwlimpbwl uwwppbpm| odwmwd, gpunwpwbbp,
nuuwpwbGhn, qpuubGhwllbp W plnwpdwy Gwowpwl vp Yp dwnugklb LUZ-h:

Uguop Awpmp muwGmGhp Yp AhwbithG  whqibipkGh, AwdwlwpghyGlipm, GpYpwpwpduhG b
wmplGuwpbpuywl  Gwpnwpugpunnpetwl, Jdheuwqquuh wntinmph W dwpmmdh  Yunwy wipwi
nuuplpwgllipm: 15 wdkphjugh nwuwjuouftip W mumghyGhp Yp pwnluglht nwuwouwlywl
Yuqup' hpptit 2U&-h  Guuwgwfi mGkGwny Tnlw. UnwwwbwGp: %Gnlw. Skp YUhiptin twb
Juphyé L Swpnwpughnmpebwl wdwpnGhG. puy Fnaln. Unkhwl Swpuwdwpnbwg, UptGdnpnh
ZwdwuwpwGEG wnbinpulwt YwpywghunipbwG wduhnGhG:

Gpk wldbwwbu nptak wwpwynu mGEh  dwpwwipuikphG, pnipg  (wGiGunmptwt W wlpmi
ohotipGtp wpwdwnplim JwuhG' et hGywku 2ACU-p whwh AwGqwGuykpy dhipnGGkp, wpwgonkt
unmguy  wyn pnpnpp BpluwG YbpehG wagkpmpbwlu: MuwGmGipmb pwbnwywnmpembp
fitwwppppmpembp AwdwiuwpwGhi Gyuwmdwdp yupquwtu qquiywgmbg Ehb:

Vw'u, wl Eqwd L wlnGg Awdwp Aulwy puswikpwbip up: UGnGp qhwhl pk
wnwhdGuobnpiiw) WG qwlwluking wipnme wiuwku wuwd Tonpfipnwipé Upmptwi b
Uptnk bwl Gipnwuagh dhwy wbywie Awgluul Yppuywl fwunwnngebp:

Uww, wd wmwd E mu wlnGg: UGnGp qpwbG ek Gnp wwnbfnehGGhp mGhG  Aphvw.
fudwgiuwpfugh dwlwpnwyh ypwy dpgulghint, futwuwn prrugnt ywnbfingeGabn:

Ppipnt qupowgiwl vwupl qunwihpup Yuqulim Guuwwym| Awupguwwylnbtgh pwGh up
muwbnnGhp b nwuwfuoultip: Lnupw dhywipwup, Awdwiwpghsh nwuwuou, puwt pk wnwght
qwpwpep ndmwp bkp: MuwlonGepkG gwwnbip GmGhuy qpudtiphlug sEhGE qnpdwdwd, wip dhwg
fiwdwlwpghy: Puyg 3 gwpwe Gnp wlnGp wilpwl wpwg whpuwbinwd LhG wlnp, np hGp b
YGwgwd Ep pp nwubpmb uke: Mkwp E GYwwh mGuGup ek Yp Twouhd Gpyph vp Jwup, mp
whfiwwnwub fudwunpgheGipp wpghmwd EhG ynpu wwph wnwy:

UG opp np Uhwghiwy LwhwlqllpkG qpunupubughG qhppbn Awuw6, pmnp  muwGogGhpp
fulinptigh np yjwenpn opmw@ pGGmpehilp Ewwdgmh, npytugqh YuphGuG widhpwwku ohpplipp
Yumuy: Uglpw™@ dwpwih b6 pletnGhh Ghebpm: Pwuquwpnibuwhg ZpdGupyphG ke
EiipeypnGhpup Yp unpyhG 1960-EG dGwgwd nwuwqgppplipny:



You cannot imagine how important the American presence is. Normal preparations for study,
research or problems that may occur, reactions and methods you and 1 take for granted, have to be
relearned in Armenia after 70 years of repressive totalitarian rule.

In addition to the established academic program, AUA instructors are organizing classes for local
English teachers. In March, Dr. Karamardian will open a Business Research Center compiling
computerized data on production and natural resources in Armenia and industrial managers will be
invited to attend special courses on marketing and financial management.

In September 1992 the second class of students will be admitted. The following year, additional
fields of study will be added and a limited number of students from neighboring republics and
abroad will be accepted.

With annual expenses of $1,000,000 a year that include academic and administrative salaries, travel,
text books, library books, lab equipment, computers and supplies, the University project is an

ambitious undertaking.

Certainly for the AGBU it is the single most costly, long-term program in our active 85 year
history.

It is an investment in the future.

Opportunity, education and technology will be the only means of survival for 3,500,000 Armenians
on the long, arduous road to true independence.

Won't you join us in making it all possible.

You can make a difference.

With appreciation,

L

Louise Manoogian Simone
President

PS. All contributions up to $1,000 will be allocated for the purchase of text books, supplies and lab
equipment.

All contributions of $1,500 to $2,500 will be allocated to sponsor students in intensive English and
computer application courses.

Contributions of $5,000 to $50,000 will be allocated to sponsor students studying for their Master’s
Degrees in Business Management and Engineering.



Opwhwé 6 dwd nwuwnwlnmpmbGipm YymphG, whughG whughl wwpwmwhwbneht Yp wpmh.
qruinpGlip wkwp b ywGdGnhG ywenpm  wnwnt Ywlmju: Swtwu SGnGhp W YmmwyhgGlnp Yp
dowbklughG hGdh, thmngp, jwnbhim Awdwp ek hplGg quuwyGlipp  Ywd  Ynnuyhglpp  Yp
lwwukh@ fwdwpuwpwl, W pk hptGp wybiu 3EhE whuGkp qubnlp: “Cwwn Up
SwhpwpbnGmha™, YpukhG duypuny:  MuwlmGepm dow Ywy  GYwwwnbgh wpmwdmpemi up.
dnwywjumphG’ ek whnh shupkGut ywennpy:

2kp Yplwp Gptuwlugl] ek nppwl Yuplinp b wibphytwG  Gapluwymphbp finG: MudwG,
munGuuhpmpbwl Ywd dwoljhp ublnhpiipm  pGulwG Gupwwwwpwunmpehp, vbp Yngdk
Iinbhwy@ piypmbGmwd  AulwugnbgmpehiGGlpp W dtpnnGhipp  dwiwuwwGh vk wkwp E
YupmunigmhG' 70 wwphGpm nwdwG wupn swnhpmpbGl Gwnp:

Zwunwnmwd  whwunbdwywl dpwopkG pugh, 2U.2-h nuuwfuoultipp Yp Ywuwquwhtipwhb
nuuplpwgltn wtnnl wloikpkGh nwuwwmGEpme Awdwnp: UwpwnhG, Fnjwn. Suwpwdwpntwbp
whwp  pwlwy Unbunpuywl MundGuuhpmpbwGy UbypnG  dp, flutwplim  AwdulwpgywihG
wnibwGlp  dwjwuwwlh  wpppiluwpbpmipbwt m finiphli  Wwuhl, W Gwpwwpwpmbuwnh
yupywgkwlhn whwh fpunhpmhl it pnugwhwGiwG b Shlwluwlyul Yupywghnmplws
dwulwinp nwupGprugilipn:

Swpkywb 1,000,000 wnjwp Swjuuny, Ghpwnbug' nuuwpouwywl wm Jupywlhwl wow-
wuywpdly, Guipnpmpht, nwuwehnp, gpwnwpwlughG ohpp, ghwwhiwanwtngh wwpp,
fiwdwlwpohy W whwngplhp, Audwiuwpwth dpwaehpp fiudwpdwy GwuwdbnGmpemt dpG k:
85-wdtwy ZRCU-h wikGwdwhiuuihg b bphwpwomby dpwohpi Lk npnguwwku wuhlyw:

UG Grpnpmyd vpl bt wwwgwih AwpmnG:

Nunbkfimpt, Ypenpemb W qhwnwupp  epuwypmdh  Shwy vhongp whwh ppwéG 3,500,000
fugipnt iwdwp, pululwl wiluwlunpbwG bplwnp m ndnuphG GwGwupunfhG:

Mpwh smqkh®e dhwlwy vhgh' Yupkyh nupdGlm wyu popnpp:
Qtp vwubwlhgmpemlp whwwiiwt whnh mGblwy hp wlnpunwpdp:
Clnpfiujupmptiwvp,
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8.%.- UpGytr 1,000 wmpwp pnpnp GmppuwwnmmphGbpp  whwh  ywnlugmpG nwuwqghppbpny,
whunipllipnm B qhwuwgfuwnwlngughG uwppbipn o.GuwG:

1,500-2,500 wnpuph pnpnp GnthpunmnipehGGlpp whwh jwwnlugmhb AndwGuinplipm wliq ipkGh
fiudwlupg hpGlpm wnwgh AwtiqpmutGh nuupbpuwgltpm nuwlnn Ghp:

5,000-50,000 wnmwph GnihpwwnimpemGap  whwh twwnlugmhl  Andwluanpbipm  wnbkinpulw6
ywpowghumplwl G Gwpwnwpwgpumplwi ke Jumuwbwwywt (Cwupepnp) wuwmhGwih
fitwbiinn nuwlnnGbp hpliGg mumdGuinmplw plpwgpht:



