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Abstract 

Diabetes is one of the most common non-communicable diseases in the world and is reaching 

epidemic proportions worldwide. The availability of insulin and insulin supplies is known to 

be compr omised in many countries, leading to early complications and premature death 

caused by the progression of the disease. Nowadays, patients with diabetes in Armenia 

constitute a distinct group of population, qualified as having a “special disease.”  This sta tus 

entitles diabetes patients to free-of-charge drug supplies, catered by polyclinics, or other 

ambulatory institutions, under a state guarantee. 

Objectives:  The study aims at assessing accessibility/availability of insulin and insulin 

supplies and thus, determining the barriers to availability of insulin and insulin supplies 

among insulin-dependant diabetes patients in Yerevan, Armenia. There are no official data on 

the extent of insulin and insulin supplies availability and accessibility among the insulin-

dependent diabetes patients in Armenia . The study will help to understand the current 

situation of insulin and insulin supplies availability and fill the research gap in this area.  

Study Methods and Design:  The study employs descriptive cross-sectional design. Key 

informant interviews have been conducted with two endocrinologists. Seventy patients 

diagnosed with diabetes from twelve polyclinics and diabetic clinic of Yerevan participated 

in the study. Interviewer -administrated questionnaire has been used to collect information 

from the sample diabetes patients. The study has been reviewed and approved by the 

Institutional Review Board Committee of the College of Health Sciences at American 

University of Armenia. 

Results: The data analysis has indicated that 68.6% of the surveyed diabetes patients 

experienced insulin interruption during the last one year. Among the major reasons for the 

interruption were “occasional” absence of insulin in polyclinics/diabetic clinic, insufficient 

amount of insulin provided to patients, and the deficiency of the needed type of insulin. The 
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data have revealed low levels for self-monitoring of blood glucose and self-management of 

glucose testing in urine by patients. In particular, 47.1% did not perform blood glucose 

testing, while 91.4% have skipped urine glucose testing at home. The main reason for low 

self-testing is the lack of device, special strips, as well as inadequate level of appropriate 

patient knowledge.  

Conclusion:  The study has revealed that there are often interruptions in insulin provision 

among the diabetes patients and lack of insulin supplies leading to low self-monitoring. 

Based on the results of the study, it is recommended to design and conduct studies among the 

primary-level physicians and other stakeholders, with following recommendations on drug 

distribution policy improvement. To increase the knowledge on diabetes self-management 

educational programs should be arranged and provided to diabetes patients. 



 iii 

 
Abstract .......................................................................................................................................i 
1. Background Information ........................................................................................................1 

1.1 General Overview ............................................................................................................1 
1.2. Situation in Armenia .......................................................................................................5 

Objectives...................................................................................................................................8 
Research Questions ....................................................................................................................9 
2. Methods/Materials .................................................................................................................9 

2.1. Study Design...................................................................................................................9 
2.2. Study Population .............................................................................................................9 
2.3. Study Protocol............................................................................................................... 10 
2.4. Survey Methods ............................................................................................................ 11 
2.5. Study Instrument ........................................................................................................... 12 

3. Ethical Considerations ......................................................................................................... 13 
4. Data Entry/Analysis ............................................................................................................. 13 
5. Results .................................................................................................................................. 13 
6. Discussion............................................................................................................................ 16 
7. Study limitations .................................................................................................................. 21 
8. Conclusion and Recommendations ...................................................................................... 22 
References................................................................................................................................ 23 
TABLES/FIGURERS .............................................................................................................. 26 
APPENDIX 1: English Version of In-depth Interview Guide ................................................. 31 
APPENDIX 2: Armenian Version of In-depth Interview Guide ............................................. 32 
APPENDIX 3: Armenian version of the Questionnaire .......................................................... 33 
APPENDIX 4: English Version of the Questionnaire ............................................................. 37 
APPENDIX 5: Armenian Version of Permission Letter ......................................................... 40 
APPENDIX 6: English version of Study Consent Form ......................................................... 41 
APPENDIX 7: Armenian Version of Study Consent Form..................................................... 43 



 

 1 

1. Background Information  

1.1 General Overview  

Diabetes is one of the most common non-communicable diseases in the world and is 

reaching epidemic proportions worldwide (1). Diabetes can now be found in almost every 

population in the world, and epidemiological studies predict that without effective prevention 

and control programs diabetes will continue to spread and increase globally (2). It is one of 

the major causes of the death in most developed countries, being ranked as the fourth or fifth 

main cause of death in these countries. At the same time there is considerable evidence to 

suggest that its incidence is increasing in many developing countries (3, 4).  

Currently there are 194 million people with diabetes worldwide, or 5.1 % of the adult 

population. Predictions suggest that the total number of diabetics is expected to reach 333 

million by 2025 if nothing is done to change it (1, 3). The number of people with diabetes 

will increase by 42% (from 51 to 72 million) in industrialized countries and by 170% (from 

84 to 228 million) in industrializing countries between 1995 and 2025 (5). The regions with 

greatest potential increases are Africa and Asia where diabetes rates can rise by two or three 

times compared with current rates. Annually 3.2 million people worldwide die from the 

diabetes complications, or in other words , six people per minute (6).  

According to the World Health Organization diabetes is characterized by the 

hyperglycemia and disturbances by the carbohydrate, fat and protein metabolism that are 

associated with absolute or relative deficiencies in insulin action and/or insulin secretion (7). 

Diabetes tends to get passed on genetic basis, but factors other than heredity, such as obesity, 

lack of appropriate diet, insufficient physical activity also play a role in the development of 

the disease (8).  
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There are two types of diabetes. Type 1 diabetes is characterized by the marked 

inability of the pancreas to produce insulin. The peak age of type 1 diabetes is mainly 

childhood and adolescence, but it can occur at any age. Type 2 diabetes or adult onset, is the 

most common form of diabetes. Type 2 diabetes is characterized by peripheral insulin 

resistance with an insulin-secretary defect that varies in severity. Type 2 diabetes typically 

occurs in individuals older than 40 years who have a family history of diabetes (9, 10). Both 

types of diabetes are spreading across the world. Type 1 diabetes accounts for about 10% of 

the total prevalence, but at the same time it should be mentioned that incidence is increasing 

with the annual rise of about 3% in many countries. Type 2 diabetes accounts for about 90% 

of all cases and shows most growth in the developing countries (3).  

Both types of diabetes increase the risk of serious complications. Cardiovascular 

diseases account for 50-80% of death of diabetes patients. About 50% of diabetics develop 

diabetic neuropathy. Diabetic retinopathy is developed in the latter stage of disease and leads 

to blindness in 2% of cases , and visual impairment in 10% of cases. Diabetes also leads to 

serious kidney diseases, leg and foot ulcers and other forms of micro- and macrovascular 

diseases (8, 11).  

Diabetes is also a social problem because its consequences, such as death and 

disability lead to enormous economical losses. “Estimates of the global cost of diabetes based 

on economic studies reveal that diabetes accounts for 2-3% of the total health care budget in 

every country; therefore, an increase in diabetes incidence and prevalence translates into a 

significant economic impact” (12).  

Along with the  rise in the incidence of diabetes, the alarming trend is that the disease 

is affecting younger age groups.  The increase in the proportion of people over 65 with 

diabetes is observed in the developed countries. But in the developing countries most new 

cases are occurring in people between 44 and 65 years of age (1, 3). Type 2 diabetes is also 
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emerging in children and adolescents worldwide. It is considered to be a global public health 

problem as the earlier development of the disease will lead to the onset of complications at 

earlier age (3). The increase in diabetes in developed countries has been linked to changes in 

lifestyle and aging of the population on average. In the developing countries the main 

predisposing factor is heredity (2, 13).  

Once diabetes has developed, adequate care and treatment should be made available 

to all. This means essential medical treatment and education should be provided. Diabetes 

cannot be cured, but it can be controlled. Diet, physical activity, and insulin via injection or 

an insulin pump are the basic therapies for type 1 diabetes. These patients are dependent on 

exogenous insulin to sustain their lives. Healthy eating, physical activity, and blood glucose 

testing are the basic management tools for type 2 diabetes. However, if the blood glucose 

level remains too high after this for a few months, then tablets or/and insulin injections are 

advised to reduce the glucose level in addition to diet and exercise. Insulin can be used alone 

or in addition to tablets. About 40% of persons with type 2 diabetes require insulin injections 

(2, 3, 9,10). 

The discovery of insulin by Frederick Banting and Charles Best in 1921 transformed 

insulin-dependent diabetes from a fatal, to a treatable disease. Before this discovery, 

everyone with type 1 diabetes died within a few years after diagnosis (14). The goal of 

diabetes management is to keep blood glucose levels as close to the normal range as possible 

(15). Thus, constant and timely provision of the insulin-dependent diabetes patients with 

insulin , including both type1 diabetics and type 2 diabetics who become insulin-dependent, is 

essential.  

Today, almost 85 years after the discovery of insulin, there is evidence that people 

with diabetes still die because they do not get the medication the y need. Sadly, insulin is not 

always available to or affordable for, those people who need it (2, 14). Striking inequalities in 
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access to medical care among people with diabetes in the world were highlighted today by 

the World Health Organization (WHO) and the International Diabetes Federation (IDF) (16, 

17). Recognizing this problem of unavailability, IDF established a Task Force on Insulin to 

undertake it. The Task Force has carried out three surveys on the access to and availability of 

insulin in IDF member countries in 1992, 1997 and 2002 years (16, 17, 18). The “Access to 

Insulin” survey, conducted in 1997 in 120 countries, revealed that only 48 countries could 

offer insulin to people who needed it permanently in urban areas. The chronic lack of access 

to insulin was more common in Africa. The lack of access to syringes and needles was 

apparent in Africa, and South and Central America. These problems were least common in 

Europe. According to “Access to Insulin” survey in 1997 up to 20% of people with type 1 

diabetes did not always have access to all the insulin they required. It showed that a number 

of different factors combined to make insulin inaccessible or unavailable to many people with 

diabetes who required it for survival. (16). Survey conducted by IDF in 2002 also displayed 

several important points (18): 

• many people in developing countries do not access insulin because they cannot afford it;  

• animal insulin is considerably cheaper in those countries where both human and animal 

insulin are available;  

• blood glucose test strips appear to be even less accessible than insulin for the same reason 

of affordability;  

• taxes are still a significant factor affecting the price of insulin, and other diabetes supplies 

in a large number of countries even though WHO essential drugs guidelines state that there 

should be no taxes on insulin 

Unavailability of insulin and insulin supplies (syringes, needles, blood glucose 

monitoring device, special strips) can mean different things in different situations. According 

to the Central and Eastern Europe Project, IDF Survey in 1997, as well as studies conducted 
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in Africa the most quoted factors are affordability/availability, distribution, and transportation 

(16, 19, 20). Other barriers include storage, taxation, and inappropriate healthcare, lack of 

epidemiological data, lack of diabetes education, local health beliefs, and failure of 

prescription (19, 20). 

1.2. Situation in Armenia  

According to the latest available data there are about 49 000 registered patients with 

diabetes in Armenia, out of which 7 000 are diagnosed with type 1 diabetes and 42 000 with 

type 2 diabetes (2, 11). Insulin-dependent patients account for 8-10% of the total number of 

type 2 diabetes patients. However, according to the Head of State Endocrine Center the real 

number of people with diabetes exceeds the official numbers approximately 2 times (11). 

Over the past 15 years the morbidity rates of the diabetes has been increasing. In the period 

from 1988 to 1995 it can be accounted by the tragic earthquake, hard socio-economic and 

political situation in the country (21). Mortality rate from diabetes has been increasing 

progressively in Armenia since mid-1980 and is currently considered as one of the highest in 

the European Region. The figure for Armenia has increased by a factor of almost four in 

1981–1998. Over this period of time the incidence and prevalence recorded for diabetes has 

been comparatively low. This disagreement could be due to errors in coding the causes of 

death, as well as a high level of mortality among diabetes patients (21, 22). 

Nowadays, in Armenia patients with diabetes constitute one of the groups of the 

population with special diseases, provided with the free of charge drug supply under the state 

guaranteed services at the policlin ic-ambulatory institutions (23). Hard socio -economic 

situation in Armenia results in the lack of available funds for health care and pharmaceutical 

supply, which in turn led to lack of essential drugs, purchased by the Ministry of Health for 

core state programs, such as diabetes, tuberculosis (24, 25).  
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In 1999 year survey on availability of insulin and insulin supplies was conducted 

including data from countries of Central and Eastern Europe. Out of 16 countries eight post -

Soviet countries including Armenia, were participating in the survey. Results presented in 

this project are not specified by the country; however, out of key findings of this survey 

following are important to be mentioned (2, 19): 

• fifty percent of countries reported that “large numbers” of persons with diabetes could not 

obtain insulin when they needed;  

• many of the countries provided free insulin to children up to the age of 18 years. However 

once 18 years of age, they were then faced with the problem of not being able to afford 

ongoing supplies; 

• all countries reported very poor compliance to monitoring, that is less than 25% of 

persons with diabetes performed any method of monitoring; 

• 75% of the countries still use and rely on animal insulin  

There are no official data on the extent of insulin and insulin supplies availability and 

accessibility among the insulin-dependent diabetes patients in Armenia. According to 

unofficial sources the insulin supply has been improved during the last year. However, there 

are no studies that confirm or reject this statement. The present study will help to understand 

the current situation of insulin and insulin supplies availability and fill the research gap in this 

area.  

 

1.2.1 The Health Sector in Armenia 

The Armenian health care system, and its drug supplies, was centrally managed by 

state in the Soviet era and health facilities received regular allocations of operating and 

capital expenses in the annual budgets of the central and municipal governments (26).  
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Since late 1995, the health care system of Armenia has been completely decentralized. 

In 1996 the Medical Care Act was adopted, which legalized funding from a variety of sources 

(such as the state budget, municipal budgets, medical insurance and direct payment by the 

patient). It has the purpose to allow the cost-sharing by the patients and consequently to raise 

some funds for the drugs and equipment, as well as for staff salaries.  

Although population is no longer provided with free health care all hospitals and 

polyclinics are legally responsible  to continue free of charge services to those parts of the 

population covered by the state’s basic health care package (22, 24, 25, 27).   

 

1.2.2. Government Health Expenditures and Drug Supply 

  The health system during the Soviet era and starting from indepe ndence until early 

1996 was compulsory and tax based with funding for health care being drawn from general 

taxation. The entire population had access to a comprehensive range of medical services free 

at the point of access. However, starting from independe nce, in 1991, governmental income 

fell sharply while the costs of health care mounted. In 1999 the state health budget was 1.7% 

of Gross Domestic Product GDP and accounted for approximately 25% of total health care 

expenditures. An additional 15% of health care expenditures were contributed by 

humanitarian aid, and the remaining 60% by private out-of pocket payments. Ministry of 

Health purchases drugs for core republican programs, i.e. the treatment of diabetics and 

tuberculosis patients and distributes essential drugs is provided by humanitarian aid programs 

(which are believed to contribute 40%-45% of all pharmaceuticals consumed) (22, 24, 25,26). 

From March 1996 universal coverage of the population has been abandoned. The 

resources allocated to health care by the state are only sufficient to provide care for the most 

vulnerable population groups and groups with special diseases (diabetes, tuberculosis, etc.) 

All treatment not covered by the state is paid out-of-pocket with prices set independently by 
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each hospital or polyclinic (23, 24, 25,). According to state resolution # 396, June 8, 1999, 

provision of pharmaceutical drugs to socially vulnerable groups of population and groups 

with special diseases (diabetes, tuberculosis, etc.) is performed on free of charge or privilege 

basis (28). According to state resolution # 318, March 4, 2004 (23): 

§ the provision of the essential pharmaceutical drugs, medical attributes and substances for 

the policlinics is accomplished on the basis of per capita annual financing;  

§ the distribution of the pharmaceutical drugs on the free of charge or privilege basis 

according to resolution N#396 is done by district general practitioner/family doctor or by 

the narrow specialists in the case of specific diseases 

Persons included to receive the Basic Benefits Package are to receive free 

pharmaceuticals when treated as inpatients. In practice due to insufficient state funds even 

these patients must often pay out-of-pocket. Outpatients who are covered are to pay only a 

nominal sum towards  the cost of drugs; however in reality they often pay the full cost. All 

other patients (i.e. all those not part of a vulnerable group) have to pay for the full cost of 

pharmaceuticals. However the price of pharmaceutical drugs is unjustly high. There is no 

alternative mechanism of drug reimbursement and established compulsory insurance system. 

All these lead to the financial inaccessibility of pharmaceutical drugs in Armenia (25, 26). 

Objectives 

The specific aims of the study are defined as following:   

§ to assess accessibility/availability  of insulin and insulin supplies among insulin-

dependant diabetes patients in Yerevan, Armenia 

§ to determine the barriers to availability of  insulin and insulin supplies among insulin-

dependant diabetes patients in Yereva n, Armenia 
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Research Questions 

What is the prevalence of the insulin -dependent diabetes patients, who have lack of 

insulin and insulin supplies in Yerevan, Armenia?  

What are main barriers to accessibility/availability of insulin and insulin supplies 

among insulin-dependent diabetes patients in Yerevan, Armenia? 

2. Methods/Materials 

2.1. Study Design 

Since the purpose of the study is to define the prevalence of the insulin-dependent 

diabetes patients who experience lack of access/availability of insulin and insulin supplies 

and find main barriers leading to this phenomenon student –investigator used the descriptive 

cross-sectional design (29).  

2.2. Study Population 

The target population  for this study was insulin-dependent diabetes patients, in 

particular type 1 diabetes patients and type 2 diabetes patients who are in need of insulin, in 

Yerevan, Armenia.  

The survey population  was identical to target population.   

The inclusion criteria for participation in the study are as follows: 

§ Patients with type 1 dia betes above age of 18, with a diagnosis of more than one year old, 

§ Patients with type 2 diabetes above age of 18, using insulin for more than one year, 

§ Resident status for Yerevan, 

§ Accessibility via phone within the geographical are of coverage 
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Sample Size Calculation  

The sample size of the study was determined using one-sample proportion formula (29) 

n = z2
1-a/2 p (1-p)/d2  

Using the information from “Access to Insulin” survey conducted by IDF in 1997 the 

prevalence of diabetes patients who lack required insulin was considered, as 20% (p = 0.2). 

The least difference desirable to detect was estimated as d=0.10. With 80% power and alpha 

error of 0.05, the sample size was calculated as 62.  

2.3. Study Protocol 

Diabetes patients are served by polyclinics within a specified geographical area, as 

well as by a special diabetic clinic. There are twenty nine polyclinics which have been 

offering ambulatory services to the local population above the age of 18 years in the city of 

Yerevan. These polyclinics are located throughout the twelve Yerevan districts. Public 

sources provide official data on the number of insulin-dependent patients above the age of 18 

who are served by polyclinics within the Yerevan city. 

The survey used a multistage Simple Random Sampling (SRS) stratified by districts. 

Thus, one polyclinic has been selected from each district by SRS. The staff endocrinologist 

from each of the selected polyclinics, as well as the diabetic clinic has supplied a list of 

insulin-dependent diabetes patients, both the type 1 and type 2 requiring insulin. The number 

of the diabetes patients to be selected from each polyclinic and the Yerevan diabetic clinic 

was calculated as proportionate to the total number of insulin-dependent diabetes patients 

attached to the specific polyclinic/diabetic clinic. Student-investigator used the SRS strategy 

to select participating patients from the entire lists submitted by polyclinics. The objective 

was to fulfill the pre-defined quota for the number of patients calculated for each polyclinic. 

Hence, this step has been repeated until the targeted number of responses was received.   

The ratio of type1 diabetes patients to type 2 patients in need of insulin within the 
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resident population in Yerevan is about 1:1 (1670:1613). In order to ensure a representative 

sample, the investigator had each sub-sample derived from each polyclinic/diabetic clinic to 

maintain the same proportion of type1 diabetes patients to type 2 requiring insulin, i.e. 1:1. 

Thus, the sample size has been increased to 70. 

2.4. Survey Methods  

Qualitative  

A key informant interview was conducted with the endocrinologists of Polyc linic #5 

and Diabetic Clinic in order to reveal the problems related to diabetes management and 

insulin supply from the physicians’ point of view (Appendix 1, Appendix 2). This exercise 

has been also helpful during the development stage of the questionnaire.  

Quantitative  

The student-investigator conducted telephone interviews with diabetes patients. The 

phone contact information for diabetes patients was obtained from the polyclinics/diabetic 

clinic, where the patients are registered. The interview with the patient was conducted only 

once and lasted for approximately 5-10 minutes. Interviews were held during August 1-15, 

2005. As a rule, interviews were scheduled around 5:00 pm. 

The selection of the phone interview technique is due to the following several reasons. 

First, according to the polyclinic endocrinologists, diabetes patients rarely visit polyclinics. 

If/when the patient is not able (or doesn’t have time) to make a personal visit to the 

polyclinic, his/her relatives report to the polyclinic to receive the drugs to be disbursed.  Thus 

those patients for whom a face-to-face meeting at a polyclinic’s premises is feasible are not 

representative of the diabetic population of interest.  Second, face-to-face/self-administered 

interviews at patients’ houses were considered unfeasible due to a large dispersion of the 

target population within all twelve districts in the city of Yerevan, which imposed additional 

logistical constraints. Self-administrated interview technique was considered inappropriate 
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because a significant number of diabetes patients were physically unable to complete the 

questionnaire.  Thus, considering the specificity of the population studied, as well as the time 

and resource limitations, the phone interview technique has been selected.  

2.5. Study Instrument  

The study instrument was the interviewer -administrated questionnaire (Appendix 3, 

Appendix 4). The questionnaire was developed based on the questionnaire used in the 

“Diabetes in Tanzania: Insulin Supply and Availability” study and key informant interview 

results obtained from that study (20). The questionnaire was developed in English and then 

translated into Armenian.  

The pre-test of the questionnaire was done by interviewing three type 1 diabetes patients and 

five type 2 diabetes patients requiring insulin. The pre -test was conducted by phone. 

Participants for the pre-test were randomly selected from the available list of insulin -

dependent patients.  Appropriate changes were then made after the pre-test.  

The questionnaire comprises 29 questions and consists of three main domains, 

including Socio-Demographic Characteristics, Insulin Supply, and Diabetes Management. 

The socio-demographic section of the questionnaire includes questions on gender, age, 

educational level, employment status , monthly income, and diabetes history. The insulin 

Supply and Diabetes Management parts reflect on practices and knowledge of the 

participants. Practice questions include questions on provision source of insulin, frequency of 

glucose monitoring, frequency of physician visits, experience of interruption in insulin and 

insulin supply provision, and difficulties encountered in management of diabetes. Knowledge 

questions were designed in the way so that to reveal the knowledge of diabetes patients on 

what their insulin dose per day is and what the normal blood glucose level is.  

The questionnaire includes both open-ended and closed-end types of questions. Open-

ended questions are mainly used in Insulin Supply and Diabetes Management sections and 
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aimed at uncovering the possible reasons for the gaps in availability/accessibility of insulin 

and insulin supplies.  

3. Ethical Considerations 

The study was reviewed and approved by the Institutional Review Board committee 

within the College of Health Sciences at the American University of Armenia. Student -

investigator presented a permission letter to the heads of the 12 polyclinics and diabetic 

clinic to seek their authorization for obtaining contact information of patients (Appendix 5). 

An oral consent form, developed in appropriate format and comprehensible language (8th 

grade level), was presented to patients (Appendix  6, Appendix 7). Although the collected 

data included the information on patients’ names and phone numbers, that information was 

not entered into computerized database and was not analyzed. The study possessed no risk 

associated with the participation in this study.    

4. Data Entry/Analysis 

The data was entered into SPSS 12.0 statistical software. Single entry with further 

range checking was done to ensure accuracy of the entered information. The analysis was 

performed in SPSS 12.0 and MS Excel statistical software. Statistical Analysis included 

descriptive statistics. 

5. Results  

Socio-Demographic Characteristics 

Overall, the investigator contacted 75 diabetes patients. Seventy patients participated 

in the study while only 5 patients refused to participate due to reluctance and lack of time. 

Of 70 participants, 35 were type 1 diabetes patients with a diagnosis of more than one year 

old, while the other 35 were type 2 diabetes patients using insulin for more than one year.  
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The sample population was presented mainly by women and the mean age of survey 

participants was 52, 4 years with the range from 18 to 75 years old  (Table 1) . As should be 

expected according to diabetes etiology, the mean age of type 1 diabetes patient was less 

than for type 2 diabetes patient in need of insulin (Table 2). The major diagnostics mode, 

typical for 36 patients (51, 4%) was the presence of diabetes symptoms (Fig.1).  

Although in their majority the diabetes patients had either higher education or vocational 

degrees, more than two-thirds (68, 6%) were unemployed (Table 1). Only 24 (or 34, 3%) 

participants of the sample population indicated their total monthly household income, which 

for about half of them amounted to 50,000-75,000 AMD ($100-149) (Table 3). 

Insulin Supply  

For the main provision source of insulin, 31 patients (45, 7%) used both 

polyclinic/diabetic clinic and pharmacy, while only 25 patients (35, 7%) received their 

insulin supplies from polyclinic/diabetic clinic (Table 4). 24 participants (34, 3%) indicated 

that they encountered some difficulties/discomforts when receiving insulin in 

polyclinic/diabetic clinic. These included long lines at the disbursing counters and time-

consuming paperwork (Table 5). No difficulties/discomforts were encountered at 

pharmacies. 

With regard to insulin interruption, 48 patients (68.6%) pointed to the cases when 

their insulin supply was interrupted during the last one year. At the same time 22 patients 

(31.4%) reported that they did not have cases of insulin interruption during the last one 

year. The reasons for insulin interruption discussed by patients were as follows: first, the 

«periodical” insulin shortage in polyclinic/diabetic clinic; second, insufficient amounts of 

insulin provided to the patient; and third, the lack of the particular type of insulin (Table 6).  

Table 7 presents the frequency distribution of different activities following insulin 

interruption for 48 patients. The majority of these patients (72.9%) indicated that they 
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purchased insulin from a pharmacy. Other means included the receiving insulin from 

abroad, referring to the relative/friend for help, and taking alternative medicine. Only 4 

patients (8.3%) stated that they were taking no particular action to remedy the lack of 

insulin  (Table7).  

Based on responses received from patients with regard to their dose of insulin, the 

data analysis demonstrated that 21.4% of them were unaware of what their dose of insulin 

was (Figure 2).  This fact is reflected in the statement made by one of the interviewed 

endocrinologists, who said that “we frequently deal with patients who do not know or forget 

their insulin doses.”  

Diabetes Management 

Data analysis showed that 21diabetes patients (30% of the sample) were unaware of 

levels for normal blood glucose. The remaining 70% of the sample indicated different 

ranges for normal blood glucose level, which, however, fell within the accepted standards 

(Fig. 3).  

Self-monitoring of blood glucose level at home was performed by 37 patients (52, 

9%) out of 70 diabetes patients. The frequency distribution of these readings is provided in 

Table 8: one third of the patients (32, 4%) performed self-monitoring of blood glucose level 

in the deteriorating health condition. At the same time 33 patients (47.1%) did not perform 

self-monitoring of their blood glucose level at home. The main reason for this was 

attributed to the lack of a device for blood glucose self -monitoring (Table 8). People who 

did not monitor their blood glucose level at home were asked about their frequency of visits 

to polyclinic/diabetic clinic to take these readings. The data analysis revealed that most of 

these patients (63.6%), took these readings at polyclinic/diabetic clinic once per month and 

7 (21.2%) patients did not take the readings at all (Table 9).  

Self-monitoring of glucose level in urine at home was performed only by 6 patients 
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(8.6%), while the remaining 64 patients (91.4%) did not monitor glucose level in urine 

because of several reasons. The two major reasons for low urine glucose self-testing were 

the lack of special strips for glucose monitoring in urine (53.1%) and the lack of awareness 

on this method for monitoring ( 40.6%) (Table 10).  In fact, for these 26 patients the 

question on glucose monitoring in the urine was quite unexpected.  

Fifty-nine patients (83.4%) received from their endocrinologist recommendations for 

regular outpatient visits, while the remaining 11(15.7%) patients did not receive any 

recommendation from their physician (Table 11). As for compliance with the physician 

recommendations, the distribution was as follows: of 59 patients provided with a 

recommendation 33 (55.9%) followed it, while 26 (44.1%) patients did not. The main two 

reasons for no compliance were the lack of trust and the decision to refer to the physician 

only in the case of acute health issues. Other reasons included physical impairment of 

patients, lack of time and financial resources, as well as dismissive attitude of patie nts to 

their disease (Table 12).  

Patients mentioned the refrigerator as the main storage place for insulin (Table 13).  

Patients also reported some difficulties related to their diabetes management and 

indicated a few aspects in need of substantial improvement. Most of the sample population 

quoted financial issues (78, 6%), health issues (51, 4%), as well as certain difficulties with 

diet management (44, 3%) (Table 14). According to the patients, there is an acute need for 

regular home visits by district nurses, specialized diabetes shops, and an opportunity to have 

free general health check-ups.  

6. Discussion 

Insulin has been declared by WHO as an essential drug. According to various 

literature sources, the availability of insulin and insulin supplies in developing countries is 

known to be compromised: these countries cover 84% and about 65% of the world’s 
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population and diabetic population respectively; however, they use only 30% of the world’s 

total insulin produced each year (20).  

In Armenia, patients with diabetes constitute a so-called special-disease population 

group, which is provided with the free-of-charge drug supply under the state guarantee at 

the polyclinic-ambulatory institutions (23). As mentioned above, the main purpose of this 

project was to find out if there was a lack of insulin and insulin supplies in Yerevan, 

Armenia and try to explore what could have caused this shortage.  

The study participants included both type 1 diabetics and type 2 diabetes patients 

requiring insulin. Participants are registered patients, who are served by twelve polyclinics 

and a diabetic clinic of the city of Yerevan. The mean age for the population studied was 

52, 4 years, with majority of the interviewees being females. Most of the surveyed 

population is educated, which implies that they could be potentially part of the active 

workforce in the market. However, the study revealed a high unemployment rate among 

interviewed diabetes patients (68.6%). This can be explained by various factors such as age, 

quality of life, and disability.  The majority of the participants had difficulty with specifying 

their monthly expenditures.   

The availability of insulin and insulin supplies in Armenia was studied in 2000-01, 

under the framework of the respective Central and Easte rn European Project, covering 

overall 15 countries. Results presented in this project are not specified by the country; 

however, the half of the surveyed countries reported a “large number” of people with 

diabetes as not having access to insulin.  The main reason for that was allegedly the cost of 

the drug: either as a direct expense for the patient or indirect expense for the government.  

This has particularly become a case for the countries of the former Soviet bloc, which, 

along with general economic collapse experienced change in the cost of the insulin and 

other supplies (19). 
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The provisional source of required insulin for diabetes patients in Armenia are 

polyclinics/diabetic clinic. It should be noted that insulin is distributed free of charge under 

the state guaranteed services (23). The results of this study show that only 35.7% of 

surveyed diabetes patients obtain their insulin from polyclinic/diabetic clinic only. In 

addition to the polyclinics and the diabetic clinic, a pharmacy was an additional provisional 

source of insulin for 50% of patients.  Also, the relatives/friends’ assistance is considered 

crucial, making up one more sources for insulin for 18.6% of patients.  

Study results indicate that 31.4% of patients indicated no cases of insulin 

interruption over the past year. This means that 68.6% of the diabetes patients experienced 

insulin interruption over the past year. The irregular disbursement of insulin by 

polyclinics/diabetic clinic, insufficient amount of distributed insulin, lack of the particular 

type of insulin were the main reasons for insulin interruption mentioned by diabetes patients 

of Yerevan city. 73% of patients who experienced insulin interruption stated that they 

would buy insulin from a pharmacy and 8.3% of the surveyed would take no action in case 

of interruption. The remaining portion of patients in the sample would refer to 

relatives/friends living in Yerevan or abroad to obtain insulin.   

Individual therapy for insulin injection costs more than the average monthly income 

in Armenia (30). According to the World Bank, Armenia is considered a “low -income” 

country with a GNP per capita less than $785 (2). The cost of human insulin of (U40)/100 

ml in Armenia is about $10.  The approximate annual insulin cost per capita in Armenia is 

$146, which accounts for 20% of the GNP per capita. Thus, it is not feasible for many 

people to afford the insulin, especially since most patients rely on themselves and relatives.  

Therefore, the interesting finding of the study is the fact that despite the hard socio-

economic situation in Armenia, the diabetes patients can afford purchasing insulin. At the 

same time, according to the Central and Eastern Europe Project, Georgia, placed at the 
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bottom of the scale of the “Lower Middle -Income” countries reported that about 50%-70% 

of diabetics are unable to afford the cost of the drug (2). 

The next important concern of diabetes patient is that the process of receiving 

insulin in the polyclinics is a very time-consuming procedure. It is inconvenient for both 

working and physically disabled patients. Some patients even stated that they would prefer 

purchasing insulin from pharmacy instead of waiting in the lines. The availability of needles 

and syringes has not been assessed by this study, however, according to the Central and 

Eastern Europe Project, Armenia reported that the total supply of the needles and syringes 

was lees than the required amount (2).  

According to various sources in the literature and results of key informant 

interviews, the effective glycaemic control allows accurate adjustment for medications and 

prevents main diabetic complications, and is therefore cost-effective (2,15). Self-monitoring 

of glucose level in the blood is one of the essential components of the diabetes care.  As one 

of the interviewed endocrinologists emphasized, “by monitoring their glucose level the 

patient becomes an active participant in diabetes management and thus, helps his/her 

physician understands better what he/she needs”. The interviewed endocrinologists 

mentioned that the lack of monitoring could be considered a potential barrier to adequate 

insulin supply. The surveyed diabetes patients in Yerevan encountered a serious problem on 

affordability of self -monitoring. This study reveals that 47% of the surveyed patients do not 

monitor their own blood glucose level. The major reason for this has been the affordability 

of testing device and testing supplies because of the high cost. Those patients who did not 

perform self-monitoring attended the polyclinic/diabetic clinic to take these readings. 

However, the majority of them had readings taken only once per month, while only 10% of 

the entire surveyed population did not opt for testing, whether self-administered at home or 

performed at a polyclinic. 
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The urine testing is an additional tool for blood glucose testing in diabetes 

management.  The investigation on the reliability of urine glucose testing for metabolic 

control has showed that it provides reliable information for diabetics who can not afford the 

cost of blood glucose monitoring (2, 20). Although this method of diabetes management is 

less expensive than blood glucose monitoring, 91.4% of the surveyed diabetics did not 

monitor the glucose level in urine. The lack of monitoring strips due to the cost was the 

main reason for poor compliance, followed by the patients’ unawareness on this method. 

Thus, despite the fact that blood glucose monitoring is a more expensive method and hence 

should be less preferable for low -income population, a higher percent of the surveyed 

population uses it (53% for blood glucose testing versus 8.6% for urine glucose testing). 

This is an anticipated controversy, since as one of the interviewed endocrinologists 

summarized it: “all in all, the situation with self-monitoring is the worst in Armenia. Most of 

the patients who own a blood glucose testing device did not purchase it; rater received it 

from relatives/friends living abroad. And the majority of diabetics are not able to afford 

neither a blood glucose testing device nor urine glucose testing strips”. 

According to an endocrinologist, regular outpatient visits for a general check-up at 

least once per month are required: “just providing more insulin is not enough, you should 

follow up with patients and adjust the insulin dose based on special measurements, as well 

as daily working schedule, eating patterns, and general feeling of the patient”. A disease 

like diabetes and its outcome mainly depend on the self-consciousness of patient and his/her 

physician. However, as the data showed, 44% of  patients did not follow a physician’s 

advice, mainly because of the lack of trust and pervasive habit to call on a doctor only in the 

cases of urgency. At the same time, there is a distinct group of patients (16%) who did not 

even receive from their physicians any recommendation on following up.  

This study has also demonstrated that 21.4% of the surveyed patients did not know 
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what their insulin dose was. According to an endocrinologist “patients do not adequately 

manage the received amount of insulin if they do not know their doses.” Self-monitoring 

and management of diabetes poses a problem to 30% of patients who do not know what 

their normal blood glucose level is. Considering that most of the surveyed patients have at 

least secondary-level education, it is assumed that patients’ lack of knowledge on essential 

diabetes issues is a result of relatively careless approach taken by the doctor personnel. At 

the same time, only 17% of the surveyed patients stated that they needed more information 

about the diabetes care. The major problems in diabetes management cited by the patients 

were either financial or health-related, closely followed by difficulties with diet 

management.  

Every effort should be made to improve the insulin access, control of diabetes and 

patient education in order to avoid the early complications and premature death, caused by 

the progression of the disease. It is important to keep in mind that the high morbidity and 

premature mortality rates can lead to major medical, economic, personal and social 

problems. 

7. Study limitations 

This study has several limitations, especially as pertinent to interpretation of its 

results.  First, the phone interview technique poses a few problems. Those who are deprived 

of a phone facility were automatically excluded from the study. At the same time, it is 

important to note that 80% of the Yerevan population has access to phones which thus 

minimizes the potential bias. However, the city residents may be difficult to reach over 

phone due to potentially wrong numbers, busy lines, or unavailability of a contact person 

for the phone.  The phone interview technique also poses a threat when the questionnaire 

includes open-ended questions, since the accuracy of the answers to open-ended questions 

can be diminished due to shorter answers by the interviewee as compared to a face-to-face 
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interview. Also, as the interviews were conducted by only one student-investigator there is a 

risk for an interviewer bias. Finally, since the study relies on self-reported data, the recall 

bias poses a potential threat.  

8. Conclusion and Recommendations 

The study has revealed that there are often interruptions in insulin provision among 

the diabetes patients and lack of insulin supplies leading to low self-monitoring. There are no 

official data on the extent of insulin and insulin supplies shortage among the diabetes 

patients. The well-developed data system for pharmaceutical drug distribution creates a basis 

for the evaluation of the effectiveness of the distribution system and steps to improve it. The 

study has also displayed lack of knowledge regarding diabetes self -management among the 

patients.  

The following recommendations are proposed:  

o Design and conduct studies among the primary-level physicians and other  

stakeholders, such as government officials responsible for state regulations in 

healthcare for diabetes, aimed at assessing insulin and insulin supplies 

availability/accessibility  

o Improve the policy and system of pharmaceutical drug distribution based on 

suggestions and feedback received from physicians and other stakeholders, such as 

the government. 

o Conduct educational programs on diabetes self-management, targeting the most 

vulnerable diabetes patients. 

List of appropriate journals where the work might be published  

1. American Journal of Public Health  

2. Journal of American Diabetes Association 

3. “Medicinskaya Nauka Armenii”, Armenia  
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TABLES/FIGURERS   

Table 1: Socio-Demographic characteristics of sample population 
Mean age ± SD         52.4±13.9 
Gender   
Male 25 (35.7%) 
Female 45 (64.3%) 
Education Status   
Higher 26 (37.1%) 
Vocational 25 (35.7%) 
School 19 (27.1%) 
Employment Status   
Employed 22 (31.4%) 
Unemployed 48 (68.6%) 

 
 
 
Table 2: Patients characteristics by diabetes type  

 Mean age ± SD Mean age at the moment of being 
diagnosed with diabetes ± SD  

Mean number of years to 
become insulin -dependent ± SD 

Type 1 diabetes patients 43.0 ± 12.0 23.0 ± 10.0 - 

Type 2 diabetes patients 62.0 ±  7.0 46.0 ±  8.0 11.5 ± 6.7 

 
Table 3: Frequency distribution of household income  
Household income per month Frequency, n(%) 
< 25 000 AMD (<$ 50)    1   (1.4) 
25 000 – 49 999 AMD     ($ 50 - 99)   6   (8.6) 
50 000 – 74 999 AMD ($ 100 - 149) 13 (18.6) 
75 000 – 99 999 AMD ($ 150 - 199)   4   (5.7) 
Do not know  31 (44.3) 
Miss the question  15 (21.4) 

 
Table 4: Provision sources of insulin  
(multiple responses are permitted) 
Provision sources Frequency, n(%) 
Polyclinic and pharmacy  31 (44.3) 
Polyclinic only 20 (28.6) 
Polyclinic and help of 
relatives/friends  

10 (14.3) 

Diabetic clinic only    5   (7.1) 
Polyclinic, pharmacy and help 
of relatives/friends 

  3   (4.3) 

Diabetic clinic and pharmacy    1   (1.4) 
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Table 5: Presence of difficulties/discomforts encountered in the process  
of insulin obtainment (multiple responses are permitted)  
No 46 (65.7%) 
Yes  24 (34.3%) 
Encountered 
difficulties/discomforts  

Frequency, n(%) 

Time-consuming process 13  (54.1) 
Long queues   6  (25.0) 
Disrespectful attitude    4  (16.7) 
Disrespectful environment   4  (16.7) 

 
Table 6: Presence of insulin interruption in the last one -year and the main reasons for 
insulin interruption (multiple responses are permitted)  
No 22 (31.4%) 
Yes  48 (68.6%) 
Reasons for insulin interruption  Frequency, n(%) 
“Periodical” absence of insulin  26 (54.2) 
Not enough amount of insulin 15 (31.3) 
No needed type of insulin    7 (14.6) 

 
Table 7: Activities taken by the diabetes patients in case of insulin interruption  
(multiple responses are permitted) 
Activities Frequency, n(%) 
Buy insulin from pharmacy 35  (70.8)  
Nothing    4    (8.3) 
Alternative medicine    3    (6.3) 
Other  13  (27.1) 
receiving from abroad   7  (14.6) 
help of relatives/friends   4    (8.3) 
borrow from pharmacy   2    (4.2) 

 
Table 8: Presence of self-monitoring of blood glucose level and main reasons for no self-
monitoring (multiple responses are permitted) 
Yes  37 (52.9%) 

No 33 (47.1%) 
Reasons for no self-monitoring  Frequency, n(%) 
Did not have device 25 (75.8) 
Did not have strips    3   (9.1) 
Physically not able    3   (9.1) 
Do not aware    2   (6.1) 
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Table 9: Frequency distribution of polyclinic visits for blood glucose testing†  
Rate of visits  Frequency, n(%) 
Once a month  21  (63.6)  
Do not do visit    7  (21.2)  
Once a week    3    (9.1)  
When feels bad    2    (6.1)  

†distribution among 33patients who do not perform self-monitoring at home 
 
 
Table 10: Presence of self-monitoring of urine glucose level and main reasons for no 
self-monitoring (multiple responses are permitted) 
Yes    7   (8.6%) 
No 64 (91.4%)  
Reasons for no self-monitoring  Frequency, n(%) 
Do not have special strips  34 (53.1)  
Do not aware  26 (40.6)  
Do not need   4   (6.3)  

 
Table 11: Frequency distribution of the outpatient visits recommended by the physician  
Recommendation by the 
physician 

Frequency, n(%) 

Every month  48 (68.6) 
2-3 times per month    9 (12.9) 
Every week   2   (2.9) 
No recommendation  11 (15.7) 

 
Table 12: Presence of compliance with the physician recommendation and main reasons 
for no compliance † (multiple responses are permitted)  
Yes  33 (55.9%)  
No 26 (44.1%)  
Reasons for no compliance  Frequency, n(%) 
Do not trust 12 (20.3) 
Only in case of health problem 12 (20.3) 
Physically not able    9 (15.3) 
Do not have time    5   (8.5) 
Do not have money    4   (6.8) 

†distribution among 59 patients received the recommendation 
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Table 13: Storage places of insulin  
Fridge 61 (87.1%) 
Box    8 (11.4%) 
Bag    1   (1.4%) 

 

 
Table 14: Difficulties encountered in diabetes management 
 (multiple responses are permitted) 
Mentioned difficulties  Frequency, n(%) 
Financial problems 55 (78.6) 
Health problems 36 (51.4) 
Diet management  31 (44.3) 
Lack of knowledge  12 (17.1) 
Social stigma   6   (8.6) 
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 Figure 1: Diagnostics modes of diabetes  

How you were diagnosed with diabetes?

41,4%

51,4%

7,1%

Incidentlly Having sypthoms Following advice of relative/friend 

 

 

 Figure 2: Awareness of diabetes patients about their insulin dose 

What is your insulin dose per day?

75,9%

24,1%

Give an answer Do not know
 

 
Figure 4: Awareness of diabetes patients about normal blood glucose level 

What is a normal blood glucose level?

70,0%

30,0%

Give a right answer Do not know
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APPENDIX 1: English Version of In-depth Interview Guide  
 

1. What is diabetes management scheme for insulin -dependent diabetes patients? 

2. What are the main components of insulin-dependent diabetes patients’ self-

management?  

3. What are the main challenges faced by diabetes patients during their self -management 

nowadays in Armenia? 

4. How do you appraise the situation of insulin accessibility /availability for diabetes 

patients in Armenia through last year and what are potential barriers to insulin 

availability in Armenia? 
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APPENDIX 2: Armenian Version of In-depth Interview Guide  
 

1. ÆÝãåÇëÇ±Ý ¿ ÇÝëáõÉÇÝ³Ï³ËÛ³É ß³ù³ñ³ÛÇÝ ¹Ç³µ»ïáí ÑÇí³Ý¹Ç í³ñÙ³Ý 

Ï³ñ·Á 

2. àñá±Ýù »Ý ÇÝëáõÉÇÝ³Ï³ËÛ³É ß³ù³ñ³ÛÇÝ ¹Ç³µ»ïáí ÑÇí³Ý¹Ç ÇùÝ³í³ñÙ³Ý 

ÑÇÙÝ³Ï³Ý ¹ñáõÛÃÝ»ñÁ 

3. àñá±Ýù »Ý Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÙë,Ð³Û³ëï³ÝáõÙ, ³ÛÝ ÑÇÙÝ³Ï³Ý ËáãÁÝ¹áïÝ»ñÁ áñáÝó 

Ñ»ï  ÇÝëáõÉÇÝ³Ï³ËÛ³É ß³ù³ñ³ÛÇÝ ¹Ç³µ»ïáí ÑÇí³Ý¹Ý»ñÁ ³éÁÝãíáõÙ »Ý 

ÑÇí³Ý¹áõÃÛ³Ý ÇÝùÝ³í³ñÙ³Ý ¨ ËÝ³ÙùÇ ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ  

4. ÆÝãå»±ë Ï·Ý³Ñ³ï»ù Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÙë, Ð³Û³ëï³ÝáõÙ, ÇÝëáõÉÇÝÇ Ù³ïã»ÉÇáõÃÛáõÝÁ 

¨ Ñ³ë³Ý»ÉÇáõÃÛáõÝÁ ß³ù³ñ³ÛÇÝ ¹Ç³µ»ïáí ÇÝëáõÉÇÝ³Ï³ËÛ³É ÑÇí³Ý¹Ý»ñÇ 

Ùáï, í»ñçÇÝ Ù»Ï ï³ñí³ ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ  ̈  áñá±Ýù »Ý ÇÝëáõÉÇÝÇ  Ñ³ë³Ý»ÉÇáõÃÛ³Ý 

Ñ³Ù³ñ Ñ³Ý¹Çë³óáÕ ÑÇÙÝ³Ï³Ý ËáãÁÝ¹áïÝ»ñÁ ³ÛÅÙ 
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APPENDIX 3: Armenian version of the Questionnaire  
êáóÇ³-ÄáÕáíñ¹³·ñ³Ï³Ý ïíÛ³ÉÝ»ñ 
 
1. Üß»ù Ò»ñ ë»éÁ        
     /1/   ²ñ³Ï³Ý 
     /2/   Æ·³Ï³Ý  
 
2. Üß»ù Ò»ñ ï³ñÇùÁ ________________ 
 
3. Æ±Ýã ÏñÃáõÃÛáõÝ áõÝ»ù ̧ áõù  
   /1/ ã³í³ñïí³Í ÙÇçÝ³Ï³ñ·  
   /2/ ³í³ñïí³Í ÙÇçÝ³Ï³ñ·  
   /3/ áõëáõÙÝ³ñ³Ý/ï»ËÝÇÏáõÙ  
   /4/ ÇÝëïÇïáõï/Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³Ý 
   /5/ Ñ»ï¹ÇåÉáÙ³ÛÇÝ/ÏáãáõÙ 

4. ø³ÝÇ± ³ÝÓ ¿ µÝ³ÏíáõÙ Ò»ñ ï³ÝÁ, Ý»ñ³éÛ³É Ò»½ __________________ 
 
5. ¸áõù ³ßË³ïáõÙ »ù± 
     /1/   ²Ûá  
     /2/   àã 
 
6. Øáï³íáñ³å»ë áñù³±Ý ·áõÙ³ñ ¿ Í³Ëë»É Ò»ñ ÁÝ³ï³ÝÇùÝ ³Ýó³Í ³Ùëí³ 
ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ  
  /1/  25 000 ¹ñ³ÙÇó å³Ï³ë (<$ 50) 
  /2/  25 000 – 49 999 ¹ñ³Ù ($ 50 - 99) 
  /3/  50 000 – 74 999 ¹ñ³Ù ($ 100 - 149) 
  /4/  75 000 – 99 999 ¹ñ³Ù ($ 150 - 199) 
  /5/  100 000 ¹ñ³ÙÇó ³í»ÉÇ (>$ 200) 
  /6/  â·Çï»Ù/ ¹Åí³ñ³ÝáõÙ »Ù å³ï³ëË³Ý»É    

7. ºñµ± ¿ Ò»½ Ùáï ³Ëïáñáßí»É ß³ù³ñ³ÛÇÝ ¹Ç³µ»ï ÑÇí³Ý¹áõÃÛáõÝÁ 
________________ 
 
8. ÆÝãå»ë± ¿ Ï³ï³ñí»É ³ËïáñáßáõÙÁ 
    /1/  Ð³ÝÏ³ñÍ³ÏÇ  
    /2/  Ò»½ Ùáï ³éÏ³ ¿ÇÝ ¹Ç³µ»ïÇ  ³Ëï³ÝÇßÝ»ñ  
    /3/ ÀÝÏ»ñáç Ï³Ù µ³ñ»Ï³ÙÇ ËáñÑñ¹áí ¹ÇÙ»É »ù µÅßÏÇ 
    /4/ ²ÛÉ (Ýß»ù) _________________ 
 
9. ²ñ¹Ûáù ̧ áõù »Õ»É± »ù  ÇÝëáõÉÇÝÏ³Ë³ÛÉ ³ËïáñáßÙ³Ý å³ÑÇó 
     /1/  ²Ûá – ³ÝóÝ»É Ñ³ñó 11 
     /2/   àã – ³ÝóÝ»É Ñ³ñó 10 
 
10. ºñµ± »ù ¹³ñÓ»É ÇÝëáõÉÇÝÏ³ËÛ³É ________________  
 
ÆÝëáÇÉÇÝ³ÛÇÝ ³å³Ñáíí³ÍáõÃÛáõÝÁ  
 
11. ÆÝãåÇëÇÝ± ¿ Ò»ñ Ù»Ï ûñí³ ÇÝëáõÉÇÝÇ ã³÷³µ³ÅÇÝÁ _________________  
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12. àñï»ÕÇó± » ù ¸áõù Ó»éù µ»ñáõÙ Ò»½ ³ÝÑñ³Å»ßï ÇÝëáõÉÇÝÁ (Ýß»ù µáÉáñ ÑÝ³ñ³íáñ 
ï³ñµ»ñ³ÏÝ»ñÁ) 
      /1/  äáÉÇÏÉÇÝÇÏ³/ÐÇí³Ý¹³Ýáó  

  /2/  ¸»Õ³ïáõÝ      
  /3/  ¸Çëå³Ýë»ñ  

      /4/  ²ÛÉ (Ýß»ù) ________________  
13. ¸áõù ³éÝãí»É± »ù áñ¨¿ ³ÝÑ³ñÙ³ñáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ Ñ»ï ÇÝëáõÉÇÝÇ  Ó»éù µ»ñÙ³Ý 
ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ  
       /1/  ²Ûá– ³ÝóÝ»É Ñ³ñó 14  
      /2/   àã – ³ÝóÝ»É Ñ³ñó 15 
 
14. ºÃ» ³Ûá, ËÝ¹ñáõÙ »Ù Ýß»ù  ÇÝãåÇëÇÝ± »Ý »Õ»É ¹ñ³Ýù 
 ___________________________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
15. Ò»ñ ÇÝëáõÉÇÝáí ³å³Ñ³íí³ÍáõÃÛáõÝÁ »ñµ¨Çó» ÁÝ¹Ñ³ïí»±É ¿  
      /1/   ²Ûá– ³ÝóÝ»É Ñ³ñó 16  
      /2/   àã – ³ÝóÝ»É Ñ³ñó 18 
 
16. ºÃ» ³ÛÝ Á¹Ñ³ïí»É ¿, ËÝ¹ñáõÙ »Ù Ýß»ù Á¹Ñ³ïÙ³Ý ÑÇÙÝ³Ï³Ý å³ï×³éÝ»ñÁ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
17. ÀÝ¹Ñ³ïÙ³Ý ¹»åùáõÙ, ÇÝãåÇëÇÝ± »Ý »Õ»É Ò»ñ ·áñÍáÕáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÁ 
      /1/   ¶Ý»É »ù ÇÝëáõÉÇÝ ¹»Õ³ïÝÇó  
      /2/   ¸ÇÙ»É »ù åáÉÇÏÉÇÝÇÏ³/ÑÇí³Ý¹³Ýáó 

/3/   ú·ï³·áñÍ»É »ù ³Éï» ñÝ³ïÇí µáõÅáõÙ   
      /4/   àã ÙÇ ·áñÍáÕáõÃÛáõÝ ã»ù Ó»éÝ³ñÏ»É 
      /5/   ²ÛÉ (Ýß»ù) ________________  
 
Þ³ù³ñ³ÛÇÝ ¹Ç³µ»ïÇ ËÝ³ÙùÇ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõÙÁ 
 
18. àñÝ± ¿ ³ñÛ³Ý ·ÉáõÏá½Ç Ù³Ï³ñ¹³ÏÁ ÝáñÙ³ÛáõÙ ________________ 
 
19. ̧ áõù Ï³ï³ñáõÙ± »ù ÇÝùÝáõñáõÛÝ Ò»ñ ³ñ³ÛÝ ·ÉáõÏá½Ç Ù³Ï³ñ¹³ÏÇ å³ñµ»ñ³Ï³Ý 
ã³÷áõÙÝ»ñ ïÝ³ÛÇÝ å³ÛÙ³ÝÝ»ñáõÙ 
      /1/   ²Ûá– ³ÝóÝ»É Ñ³ñó 21  
      /2/   àã – ³ÝóÝ»É Ñ³ñó 22 
 
20. ºÃ» ³Ûá, ÇÝã± Ñ³×³Ë³Ï³ÝáõÃÛ³Ùµ »ù Ï³ï³ñáõÙ ³Û¹ ã³÷áõÙÝ»ñÁ 
      /1/   úñí³ ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ ÙÇ ù³ÝÇ ³Ý·³Ù 
      /2/   úñÁ Ù»Ï ³Ý·³Ù  
      /3/   ²Ù»Ý 1-2 ûñÁ Ù»Ï  
      /4/   Þ³µ³Ã³Ï³Ý Ù»Ï ³Ý·³Ù 
      /5/   ²ÙÇëÁ Ù»Ï ³Ý·³Ù 
      /6/   ì³ï ÇÝù³½·³óáÕáõÃÛáõÝ ¹»åùáõÙ   
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21. ºÃ» áã, ËÝ¹ñáõÙ »Ù Ýß»ù ¹ñ³  ÑÇÙÝ³Ï³Ý å³ï×³éÝ»ñÁ  
___________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
22. ºÃ» ¸áõù ÇÝùÝáõñùõÛÝ ã»ù Ï³ï³ñáõÙ ³ñ³ÛÝ ·ÉáõÏá½Ç Ù³Ï³ñ¹³ÏÇ ã³÷áõÙ, ÇÝã± 
Ñ³×³Ë³Ï³ÝáõÃÛ³Ùµ »ù ³Ûó»ÉáõÙ åáÉÇÏÉÇÝÇÏ³/ÑÇí³Ý¹³Ýáó  ³ñÛ³Ý ·ÉáõÏá½Ç 
Ù³Ï³ñ¹³ÏÁ ëïáõ·»Éáõ Ýå³ï³Ïáí 
      /1/   Þ³µ³Ã³Ï³Ý 2-3 ³Ý·³Ù  
      /2/   Þ³µ³Ã³Ï³Ý Ù»Ï ³Ý·³Ù 
      /3/   ²ÙÇëÁ Ù»Ï ³Ý·³Ù 
      /4/   â»Ù Ñ³ÝÓÝáõÙ ³Ý³ÉÇ½Ý»ñ  
      /5/   ì³ï ÇÝù³½·³óáÕáõÃÛáõÝ ¹»åùáõÙ   
 
23. ̧ áõù Ï³ï³ñáõÙ± »ù ÇÝùÝáõñáõÛÝ Ù»½áõÙ ·ÉÛáõÏá½Ç Ù³Ï³ñ¹³ÏÇ ã³÷áõÙÝ»ñ ïÝ³ÛÇÝ 
å³ÛÙ³ÝÝ»ñáõÙ  
      /1/   ²Ûá– ³ÝóÝ»É Ñ³ñó 25  
      /2/   àã – ³ÝóÝ»É Ñ³ñó 24 
 
24. ºÃ» ̧ áõù ÇÝùÝáõñáõÛÝ ã»ù Ï³ï³ñáõÙ Ù»½áõÙ ·ÉÛáõÏá½Ç Ù³Ï³ñ¹³ÏÇ ã³÷áõÙÝ»ñ, 
ËÝ¹ñáõÙ »Ù Ýß»ù ¹ñ³  ÑÇÙÝ³Ï³Ý å³ï×³éÝ»ñÁ  
___________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
25. ÆÝãåÇëÇ± Ñ³×³Ë³Ï³ÝáõÃÛ³Ùµ Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝ  Ò»ñ µÅßÏÇ ËáñÑñ¹Ç ̧ áõù å»ïù ¿ 
³Ûó»É»ù åáÉÇÏÉÇÝÇÏ³/¹Çëå³Ýë»ñ/ÑÇí³Ý¹³Ýáó Ò»ñ ÑÇí³Ý¹áõÃÛ³Ý ÑëÏáÕáõÃÛ³Ý 
Ýå³ï³Ïáí 
      /1/   ºñ»ù ³ÙÇëÁ Ù»Ï 
      /2/   ²ÙÇëÁ Ù»Ï  
      /3/   ²ÙÇëÁ 2 -3 ³Ù·³Ù 
      /4/   ²Ù»Ý ß³µ³Ã  
      /5/   â»Ù ëï³ó»É ³Û¹åÇëÇ ËáñÑáõñ¹ µÅßÏÇ ÏáÕÙÇó (³ÝóÝ»É Ñ³ñó 27) 
 
26. ̧ áõù Ñ»ï¨áõÙ± »ù  Ò»ñ µÅßÏÇ ËáñÑáõñ¹ÇÝ 
       /1/  ²Ûá– ³ÝóÝ»É Ñ³ñó 28  
       /2/   àã – ³ÝóÝ»É Ñ³ñó 27  
 
27. ºÃ» áã, ëïáñ¨ Ýßí³ÍÝ»ñÇó áñáÝù± »Ý ¹ñ³ ÑÇÝÙ³Ï³Ý å³ï×³éÝñÁ (Ýß»ù µáÉáñ 

ÑÝ³ñ³íáñ ï³ñµ»ñ³ÏÝ»ñÁ) 
/1/  Ä³Ù³Ý³ÏÇ ëÕáõÃÛáõÝÁ 
/2/  üÇÝ³Ýë³Ï³Ý ÙÇçáóÝ»¨Ç ëÕáõÃÛáõÝÁ 
/3/  ´ÅßÏÇ Ñ³Ý¹»å ³Ýíëï³ÑáõÃÛáõÝÁ  
/4/  ²Ûó»ÉáõÙ »Ù åáÉÇÏÉÇÝÇÏ³ ÙÇ³ÛÝ áñ¨¿ ³éáÕç³Ï³Ý ËÝ¹Çñ áõÝ»Ý³Éáõ ¹»åùáõÙ  

      /5/   üÇ½ÇÏ³å»ë Ç íÇ×³ÏÇ ã»Ù  
      /6/   ²ÛÉ (Ýß»ù) ________________  
 
28. àñï»Õ± ¿ å³ÑíáõÙ Ò»ñ ÇÝëáõÉÇÝÁ 
      /1/   ¸³ñ³ÏáõÙ, ë»ÝÛ³Ï³ÛÇÝ å³ÛÙ³Ý»ñáõÙ 
      /2/   ê³éÝ³ñ³ÝáõÙ  
      /3/   ²ÛÉ (Ýß»ù) ________________  
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29. êïáñ¨ Ýßí³Í ÇÝãåÇëÇ± ¹Åí³ñáõÃÛáõÝ»ñÇ Ñ»ï »ù ³éÝãí»É Ò»ñ ÑÇí³Ý¹áõÃÛ³Ý 
ËÝ³ÙùÇ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåÙ³Ý ÁÝÃ³óùõáÙ (Ýß»ù µáÉáñ ÑÝ³ñ³íáñ ï³ñµ»ñ³ÏÝ»ñÁ) 

      /1/   Þñç³å³ïÇ í»ñ³µ»ñÙáõÝùÁ  
      /2/   üÇÝ³Ýë³Ï³Ý åñáµÉ»ÙÝ»ñ 
      /3/   ²éáÕç³Ï³Ý ËÝ¹ÇñÝ»ñ 
      /4/   ¸Ç»ï³ÛÇ å³Ñå³ÝáõÙ 
      /5/   àã µ³í³ñ³ñ ï»Õ»ÏáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñ ÑÇí³Ý¹áõÃÛ³Ý ËÝ³ÙùÇ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåÙ³Ý 

Ù³ëÇÝ 
      /6/   ²ÛÉ (Ýß»ù)_________________ 
 

ÞÝáñÑ³Ï³ÉáõÃÛáõÝ Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃÛ³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ 
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APPENDIX 4: English Version of the Questionnaire   
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PATIENTS WITH INSULIN-DEPENDENT DIABETES  
Demographic Characteristics  
 
1. Sex (please indicate)        
    /1/  Male  
     /2/  Female  
 
2. How old are you? ________________ 
 
3. Please state your highest level of education 
   /1/  Incomplete secondary (less/equal 8 years) 
   /2/  Complete secondary (10 years)  
   /3/  Professional technical 
   /4/  Institute/university 
   /5/  Postgraduate degree 
 
4. How many people live in your household, including you? ________________ 
 
5. Are you employed/self-employed?  
     /1/   Yes 
     /2/     No 
 
6. What is your household income per month? 
     /1/  Less than 25 000 AMD (<$ 50)  
     /2/  25 000 – 49 999 AMD ($ 50 - 99) 
     /3/  50 000 – 74 999 AMD ($ 100 - 149) 
     /4/  75 000 – 99 999 AMD($ 150- 199)     
     /5/  More than 100 000 AMD (>$ 200)     
     /6/  Do not know/Difficult to answer     
   
7. When were you diagnosed with diabetes? ________________  
 
8. How were you diagnosed?  
    /1/  Incidentally 
    /2/ You had symptoms of diabetes 

/3/ Advised by a friend or relative to seek medical care  
/4/ Other (please specify) ________________ 

 
9. Were you insulin dependent from the moment of diagnosis? 
      /1/  Yes – please go to the question 11  
      /2/   No – please go to the question 10  
 
10. When did you become insulin dependent? ________________  
 
Insulin Supply 
 
11. What is your dose of insulin per day now? ________________  
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12. Where do you obtain your insulin? (Check all that apply) 
      /1/  Polyclinic/Hospital 

  /2/  Pharmacy        
 /3/  Diabetic clinic   

     /4/  Other (please specify) ________________  
      
13. Did you encounter with a ny difficulties/discomforts while obtaining insulin? 
      /1/ Yes – please go to the question 14 
      /2/  No – please go to the question 15 
 
14. If yes, please specify what they were 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15. Was your insulin supply ever interrupted during the last year? 
      /1/  Yes – please go to question 16 
      /2/   No – please go to question 18 
 
16. If it was interrupted, please indicate main reasons of the interruption 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17. If it was interrupted, what did you do?  (Check  all that apply) 
      /1/    Buy more from the pharmacy  
      /2/    Go to polyclinic/hospital  

/3/    Take alternative medicine     
      /4/    Nothing 
      /5/    Other (please specify) ________________  
 
Diabetes Management 
 
18. What is a normal blood glucose level?  ________________ 
 
19. Do you monitor your own blood glucose level at home? 
      /1/    Yes – please go to question 20  
      /2/     No – please go to question 21  
 
20. If you do, how often do you take readings? 
      /1/    Several times per day 
      /2/    Once a day 
      /3/    Every 1-2 days 
      /4/    Once a week  
      /5/    Once a month 
      /6/    When feels bad 
 
21. If you do not get your readings at home, please indicate possible reasons for that  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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22. If you do not, how often do you come to the polyclinic/hospital to get your readings 
taken? 
      /1/    2-3 times per week 
      /2/    Once a week 
      /3/    Once a month 
      /4/    I do not get my readings taken 
      /5/    When feels bad 
 
23. Do you test your urine for glucose at home? 
      /1/    Yes – please go to question 25  
      /2/     No – please go to question 24  
 
24. If you do not test your urine for glucose at home, please indicate possible reasons for that 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
25. What is the frequency of outpatient visits for a check-up recommended by your 
physician?     
      /1/    To visit polyclinic/hospital/diabetic clinic every 3 months  
      /2/    To visit every month 
      /3/    To visit 2-3 times per month 
      /4/    To visit every week 
      /5/    There are no recommendations done by physician (please go to question 28) 
 
 26. Do you follow your physician’s instructions? 
     /1/    Yes – please go to question 28  
     /2/     No – please go to question 27 
 
 27. If no, which of the following are the main reasons for that? (Check all that apply) 
       /1/     I do not have a time 
       /2/     I do not have financial resources 
       /3/     I do not trust physician 
       /4/     I do not, I only come to polyclinic/hospital if I have a problem 
       /5/     I am not able physically  
       /6/    Other (please specify) ________________  
 
28. Where is your insulin kept?  
      /1/    In a box at home, at room temperature 
      /2/    In a fridge 
      /3/    Other (please specify) ________________  
 
29. Which of the following difficulties do you encounter with the management of your   

diabetes? 
      /1/    Social stigma 
      /2/    Financial problems 
      /3/    Lack of knowledge of diabetes management 

/4/    Diet management 
/5/    Health problems 

      /6/    Other (please specify) ________________  
Thank you for your time and cooperation 
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APPENDIX 5: Armenian Version of Permission Letter 
 

“¶ñÇ·áñ Ü³ñ»Ï³óÇ” µáõÅÏ»ÝïñáÝÇ  ïÝûñ»Ý` 
                                                             å³ñáÝ È.². ¶ñÇ·áñÛ³ÝÇÝ                                                                                         

 
                                                         Ð²Ð Ð³Ýñ³ÛÇÝ ²éáÕç³å³ÑáõÃÛ³Ý 

                                                           ³ÙµÇáÝÇ  ÷áË¹»Ï³Ý`    
                                                            ¶ñ»Ûë ê³ÉÇí³ÝÇó  

 
 
 
 
Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ²Ù»ñÇÏÛ³Ý Ð³Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝÇ Ð³Ýñ³ÛÇÝ ²éáÕç³å³ÑáõÃÛ³Ý ü³ÏáõÉï»ïÇ 
»ñÏñáñ¹ ÏáõñëÇ áõë³ÝáÕáõÑÇ  êáõë³ÝÝ³ ØÏñïãÛ³ÝÁ, áñå»ë ¹³ëÁÝÃ³óÇ ÙÇ Ù³ë 
Ï³ï³ñáõÙ ¿ ß³ù³ñ³ÛÇÝ ¹Ç³µ»ïÇÝ  í»ñ³µ»ñáÕ Ñ»ï³½áõïáõÃÛáõÝ: Â»½ÇëÇ Ã»Ù³Ý ¿ 
“Þ³ù³ñ³ÛÇÝ ¹Ç³µ»ïáí ÇÝëáõÉÇÝÏ³ËÛ³É ÑÇí³Ý¹Ý»ñÇ ÇÝùÝ³í³ñÙ³Ý ·Ý³Ñ³ïáõÙÁ 
ºñ¨³Ý ù³Õ³ùáõÙ”: 
²Ûë Ñ»ï³½áïáõÃÛ³Ý Ýå³ï³ÏÝ ¿ áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñ»É ß³ù³ñ³ÛÇÝ ¹Ç³µ»ïáí 
ÇÝëáõÉÇÝ³Ï³ËÛ³É ÑÇí³Ý¹Ý»ñÇ (18 ï³ñ»Ï³ÝÇó µ³ñÓñ) ·Çï»ÉÇùÝ»ñÁ ¨ ·áñÍÝ³Ï³Ý 
ù³ÛÉ»ñÁ ß³ù³ñ³ÛÇÝ ¹Ç³µ»ïÇ ÇÝùÝ³í³ñÙ³Ý ·áñÍÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ:  
Ð»ï³½áïáõÃÛ³ÝÁ ³ç³Ïó»Éáõ Ýå³ï³Ïáí Ð²Ð-Ç Ð³Ýñ³ÛÇÝ ²éáÕç³å³ÑáõÃÛ³Ý 
µ³ÅÇÝÁ ËÝ¹ñáõÙ ¿ ÃáõÛÉ ï³É Ð²Ð-Ç áõë³ÝáÕáõÑÇ êáõë³ÝÝ³ ØÏñïãÛ³ÝÇÝ Ò»ñ 
åáÉÇÏÉÇÝÇÏ³ÛáõÙ ëå³ë³ñÏíáÕ ß³ù³ñ³ÛÇÝ ¹Ç³µ»ïáí ÑÇí³Ý¹Ý»ñÇ Ñ»ï Ñ³ñó³½ñáõÛó 
³Ýó Ï³óÝ»É ëáõÛÝ Ãí³Ï³ÝÇ ÐáõÉÇë – ú·áëïáë ³ÙÇëÝ»ñÇ ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ:  Ð³ñó³½ñáõÛóÁ 
Ï³ÝóÏ³óíÇ ÙÇ³ÛÝ Ù»Ï ³Ý·³Ù ̈  Ïï¨Ç 10-15 ñáå»:  
 
 
Î³ÝË³í ßÝáñÑ³Ï³É »Ýù  
 
 
 
¶ñ»Ûë ê³ÉÇí³Ý 
Ð³Ýñ³ÛÇÝ ²éáÕç³å³ÑáõÃÛ³Ý ³ÙµÇáÝÇ ¹áó»Ýï, 
²éáÕç³å³Ñ³Ï³Ý ·ÇïáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ µ³ñÓñ³·áõÛÝ ¹åñáõóÇ ÷áË¹»Ï³Ý 
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APPENDIX 6: English version of Study Consent Form   

 
American University of Armenia 

Institutional Review Board /Committee on Human Research  
College of Health Sciences Subcommittee for Student Theses 

 
CONSENT FORM TEMPLATE 
 
Title of Research Project:  Availability and accessibility of insulin and insulin supplies 
among insulin -dependent patients in Yerevan, Armenia. 
 
Purpose of the study 
As a part of Master of Public Health Program at American University of Armenia graduate 
student is conducting a cross-sectional study in the field of Public Health. The main purpose 
of the study is to assess insulin and insulin supplies accessibility/availability among insulin-
dependant diabetes patients and to explore the ba rriers to insulin and insulin supplies 
availability. Type 1 diabetes patients diagnosed more than one year and type 2 diabetes 
patients using insulin more than one year, have been selected to participate in the study. 
Participants are selected randomly based on the insulin-dependent list of patients obtained 
from the district polyclinics. Phone interview technique has been used in the study. The 
interview will take place only once and last 5-10 minutes.  
 
Risks/Discomforts  
There is no risk associated with the participation in this study.   Participants need to devote 
5-10 of their time to answer the questions during interview. 
Benefits  
You will not get any direct benefits from this study. However, information provided will 
help to explore the current situation of the insulin and insulin supplies availability and 
reveal potential barriers to insulin and insulin supplies availability. In addition, this study 
will contribute to the further research in this field and to the development of appropriate 
policy to regulate and control the insulin and insulin supplies availability for insulin-
dependent diabetes patients.  
 
Confidentiality 
Although the research will obtain your name and contact information from the district 
polyclinic in order to conduct the interview, your name will not be recoded on the 
questionnaire. A code will be assigned to the questionnaire and no individual can be 
identified from the information provided in the questionnaire.  Information obtained from 
the interview will be accessible only to student-investigator, principal-investigator and co-
investigator of this study. The summary report of the study will be presented both on paper 
and presentation at American University of Armenia, Public Health department.  
 
Voluntariness 
Your participation in the study is voluntary.  You can refuse to participate in the study.  
You are free not to answer to the questions if you consider them sensitive or inappropriate. 
You can stop the interview at any time and withdraw from the study. Your refusal to 
participate or your withdrawal from the study at any time will not affect medical care you 
receive.  
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Whom to contact 

The name of student-investigator is Susanna Mkrtchyan, Public Health student at American 
University of Armenia. In case of questions you may have about the research study you can 
contact the persons in charge listed below. If you are interested in the results of the study you 
can contact the researcher in the future and researcher will tell anything new they learn form 
the study. Below are listed contacts of the persons who are in charge of the study.  
 
 
Michael Thompson (e -mail): mthompso@aua.am   
Robert McLean (e-mail): mclean@creighton.edu 
The persons in charge of the study will answer your questions. 
 
If you want to talk to anyone about the research study because you feel you have not been 
treated fairly or think you have been hurt by joining the study you should contact Teaching 
Associate, Yelena Amirkhanyan  (374 1) 51 25 68,American University of Armenia, 
Department of Public Health.  
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APPENDIX 7: Armenian Version of Study Consent Form  

Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ²Ù»ñÇÏÛ³Ý Ð³Ù³Éë³ñ³Ý 
Ð³Ýñ³ÛÇÝ ²éáÕç³å³ÑáõÃÛ³Ý ́ ³ÅÇÝ 

ÎñÃ³Ï³Ý ì»ñ³Ý³ÛÙ³Ý ÊáñÑáõñ¹ 
Ð³Ù³Ó³ÛÝ³·Çñ 

 
Ð»ï³½áïáõÃÛ³Ý ³Ýí³ÝáõÙÁ  
ÆÝëáõÉÇÝÇ ¨ ÇÝëáõÉÇÝÇ ³å³ÑáíÙ³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ ³ÝÑñ³Å»ßï å³ñ³·³Ý»ñÇ 
Ù³ïã»ÉÇáõÃÛáõÝÁ ¨ Ñ³ë³Ý»ÉÇáõÃÛáõÝÁ ºñ¨³Ý ù³Õ³ùÇ ß³ù³ñ³ÛÇÝ ¹Ç³µ»ïáí 
ÇÝëáõÉÇÝ³Ï³ËÛ³É ÑÇí³Ý¹Ý»ñÇ Ùáï 
 
Ð»ï³½áïáõÃÛ³Ý µ³ó³ïñáõÃÛáõÝ  
Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ²Ù»ñÇÏÛ³Ý Ð³Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝÇ Ð³Ýñ³ÛÇÝ ²éáÕç³å³ÑáõÃÛ³Ý Ìñ³·ñáõÙ 
ÁÝ¹·ñÏí³Í áõë³ÝáÕÁ áõëáõÙÝ³Ï³Ý Íñ³·ñÇ ßñç³Ý³ÏÝ»ñáõÙ Çñ³Ï³Ý³óÝáõÙ ¿ 
Ñ»ï³½áïáõÃÛáõÝ ºñ¨³Ý ù³Õ³ùÇ ß³ù³ñ³ÛÇÝ ¹Ç³µ»ïá í ÇÝëáõÉÇÝ³Ï³ËÛ³É 
ÑÇí³Ý¹Ý»ñÇ ßñç³ÝáõÙ: Ð»ï³½áïáõÃÛ³Ý ÑÇÙÝ³Ï³Ý Ýå³ï³ÏÝ ¿ ·Ý³Ñ ³ï»É 
ÇÝëáõÉÇÝÇ ¨ ÇÝëáõÉÇÝÇ ³å³ÑáíÙ³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ ³ÝÑñ³Å»ßï å³ñ³·³Ý»ñÇ 
Ù³ïã»ÉÇáõÃÛáõÝÁ ¨ Ñ³ë³Ý»ÉÇáõÃÛáõÝÁ ºñ¨³Ý ù³Õ³ùÇ ß³ù³ñ³ÛÇÝ ¹Ç³µ»ïáí 
ÇÝëáõÉÇÝ³Ï³ËÛ³É ÑÇí³Ý¹Ý»ñÇ ßñç³ÝáõÙ: Ð»ï³½áïáõÃÛ³ÝÁ Ï³ñáÕ »Ý Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»É 1 
ïÇå ß³ù³ñ³ÛÇÝ ¹Ç³µ»ïáí ÑÇí³Ý¹Ý»ñÁ ¨ 2 ïÇå ß³ù³ñ³ÛÇÝ ¹Ç³µ»ïáí 
ÑÇí³Ý¹Ý»ñÁ, áñáÝù ÁÝ¹áõÝáõÙ »Ý ÇÝëáõÉÇÝ: Ø³ëÝ³ÏÇóÝ»ñÇ ÁÝïñáõÃÛáõÝÁ Ï³ï³ñí»É ¿ 
µ³Ëï³µ»ñÇ` ¿Ý¹áÏñÇÝ ¹Ç³ëå³Ýë»ñÇ/åáÉÇÏÉÇÝÇÏ³ÛÇ ï»Õ³Ù³ë³ÛÇÝ ¿Ý¹áÏñÇÝáÉá·Ç 
ÏáÕÙÇó ïñ³Ù³¹ñ³Í ÑÇí³Ý¹Ý»ñÇ óáõó³ÏÇó:   
 
ìï³Ý·/²ÝÑ³ñÙ³ñáõÃÛáõÝ 
Ð³ñó³½ñáõÛóÁ Ï³ÝóÏ³óíÇ ÙÇ³ÛÝ Ù»Ï ³Ý·³Ù ̈  Ïï¨Ç 5 -10 ñáå»: Ð³ñó³½ñáõÛóÁ ãÇ 
Ý»ñÏ³ÛóÝáõÙ íï³Ý· Ù³ëÝ³ÏóÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ: ØÇ³Ï ³ÝÑ³ñÙ³ñáõÃáõõÝÁ` Ñ³ñó³½ñáõÛóÇÝ 
ï³ñÙ³¹ñ³Í Å³Ù³Ý³ÏÝ ¿:  
 
Þ³ÑáõÛÃ 
Ð»ï³½áïáõÃÛ³Ý ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ ¸áõù áõÕÕ³ÏÇ ß³Ñ ã»ù áõÝ»Ý³Éáõ: ê³Ï³ÛÝ Ò»ñ 
ïñ³Ù³¹ñ³Í ÇÝýáñÙ³óÇ³Ý Ï³ñáÕ ¿ Ýå³ëï»É ß³ù³ñ³ÛÇÝ ¹Ç³µ»ïáí ÑÇí³Ý¹Ý»ñÇ 
ßñç³ÝáõÙ ÇÝëáõÉÇÝÇ ³å³Ñáíí³ÍáõÃÛ³Ý ¨ Ù³ïã»ÉÇáõÃÛ³Ý ·Ý³Ñ³ïÙ³ÝÁ ¨ 
ÑÝ³ñ³íáñ ËáãÁÝ¹áïÝ»ñÇ µ³ó³Ñ³ÛïÙ³ÝÁ` Ñ»ï³·³ÛáõÙ ÇÝëáõÉÇÝÇ µ³ßËÙ³Ý ¨ 
ÑëÏÙ³Ý Ñ³Ù³Ï³ñ·Ç µ³ñ»É³ííÙ³Ý Ýå³ï³Ïáí:  
 
Ø³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃÛáõÝÇó Ññ³Å³ñí»Éáõ Çñ³íáõÝùÁ  
Ò»ñ Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃÛáõÝÁ ³Ûë Ñ»ï³½áïáõÃÛ³ÝÁ ÉÇáíÇÝ Ï³Ù³íáñ ¿: ¸áõù Çñ³íáõÝù áõÝ»ù 
Ññ³Å³ñí»Éáõ Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃÛáõÝÇó Ñ»ï³½áïáõÃÛ³Ý ó³ÝÏ³ó³Í å³ÑÇÝ ̈  Çñíá õÝù áõÝ»ù 
Ëáõë³÷»É ó³ÝÏ³ó³Í Ñ³ñóÇ å³ï³ëË³Ý»Éáõó : ºÃ» ̧ áõù áñáß»ù Ññ³Å³ñí»É 
Ñ»ï³½áïáõÃÛ³ÝÁ Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»Éáõó, Ò»½ ãÇ ëå³ëáõÙ áã ÙÇ µ³ó³ë³Ï³Ý Ñ»ï¨³ÝùÝ»ñ: 
¶³ÕïÝÇáõÃÛáõÝÁ:    
âÝ³Û³Í  ³ÛÝ ÷³ëïÇÝ áñ Ò»ñ ³ÝáõÝÁ ¨ Ñ»é³Ëáë³Ñ³Ù³ñÁ í»ñóñí»É ¿ ¿Ý¹áÏñÇÝ 
¹Ç³ëå³Ýë»ñÇ/åáÉÇÏÉÇÝÇÏ³ÛÇ ï»Õ³Ù³ë³ÛÇÝ ¿Ý¹áÏñÇÝáÉá·Çó, Ò»ñ ³ÝáõÝÁ ãÇ 
·ñ³Ýóí»Éáõ Ñ³ñó³Ã»ñÃÇÏáõÙ: Ð³ñó³Ã»ñÃÇÏÇÝ ïñí»Éáõ ¿ Ñ³Ù³ñ Ï³Ù Ïá¹: Ò»ñ ³ÝÓÁ 
ÑÝ³ñ³íáñ ã¿ Ñ³ëï³ï»É Ñ³ñó³Ã»ñÃÇÏÇ ïíÛ³ÉÝ»ñÇ ÑÇÙ³Ý íñ³: äáÉÇÏÉÇÝÇÏ³ÛÇó 
ëï³óí³Í Ò»ñ ³ÝÓÇÝ í»ñ³µ»ñáÕ ïíÛ³ÉÝ»ñÁ áãÝã³óí»Éáõ »Ý ³ÝÙÇç³å»ë  
Ñ»ï³½áïáõÃÛ³Ý ³í³ñïÇó Ñ»ïá: ´áÉáñ ïíÛ³ÉÝ»ñÁ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óí»Éáõ »Ý ³Ù÷á÷Çã 
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ï»ëùáí Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ²Ù»ñÇÏ³ÛÝ Ð³Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝáõÙ ¹ÇåÉáÙ³ÛÇÝ ³ßË³ï³ÝùÇ 
å³ßïå³ÝáõÃÛ³Ý Å³Ù³Ý³Ï ` Ã» áñå»ë ·ñ³íáñ ÷³ëï³ÃáõÕÃ, Ã» áñå»ë 
Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõÙ:  ²ÛÝáõ³Ù»Ý³ÛÝÇí, å»ïù ¿ Ýß»É, áñ Ñ³ñó³Ã»ñÃÇÏÁ ãÇ å³ñáõÝ³ÏáõÙ 
½·³ÛáõÝ µÝáõÛÃÇ ÇÝýáñÙ³óÇ³: 
 
Ð»ï³½áïáÕÇ ïíÛ³ÉÝ»ñÁ 
Ð»ï³½áïáÕÇ ³ÝáõÝÁ êáõë³ÝÝ³ ØÏñïãÛ³Ý ¿, Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ²Ù»ñÇÏ³ÛÝ 
Ð³Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝÇ áõë³ÝáÕ: ¸áõù Ï³ñáÕ »ù ¹ÇÙ»É Ýñ³Ý Ñ»ï³½áïáõÃÛ³ÝÁ í»ñ³µ»ñáÕ 
ó³ÝÏ³ó³Í Ñ³ñóáí: Ð»ï³½áïáÕÇ Ñ»é³Ëáë³Ñ³Ù³ñÝ»ñÁ Ñ»ï¨Û³ÉÝ »Ý` (374 1) 51 26 
21 Ï³Ù (374 1) 51 26 22:  
´³óÇ ³Û¹, »Ã» ¸áõù Éñ³óáõóÇã ÇÝýáñÙ³óÇ³ÛÇ Ï³ñÇù áõÝ»ù Ï³Ù ·ïÝáõÙ »ù, áñ Ò»½ 
Ñ»ï ³Ý³ñ¹³ñ »Ý í³ñí»É, ̧ áõù Ï³ñáÕ »ù ¹ÇÙ»É ̧ áÏïáñ ºÉ»Ý³ ²ÙÇñË³ÝÛ³ÝÇÝ`  
(374 1) 51 25 68, Ð²Ð: 
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