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Commencement Program

PROCESSION The Flags of the Republic of Armenia & the United States of America
Pomp and Circumstance The University Flag
by E. Elgar The Class.of 2014
The President of the University and Trustees
The Deans-of Colleges
The Faculty
NATIONAL ANTHEMS Mer Hairenik; Star Spangled Banner
INVOCATION His Grace Bishop Gevorg Saroyan

Dean of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin:Gevorkian Theological Servinary
and Rector of all Religious Educational Institutions

WELCOMING REMARKS Dr. Bruce M. Boghosian, President, American University of Armenia
GREETING FROM Dr. Ann Karagozian, PhD; AUAC Board Trustee '

THE UNIVERSITY OF Professor, Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering, University
CALIFORNIA of California, Los Angeles

GREETING FROM Mrs. Karine Harutyunyan

THE RA MINISTRY OF Deputy Minister, RA Ministry of Education and Science

EDUCATION AND SCIENCE

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS  Dr. Yuri Sargsyan, AUAF Board Trustee
Former Rector, State Engineering University of Armenia

Mr, 5. Joseph Simitian, County Supervisor, Santa Clara County, District Five,
California and Former Senator, California’s 11th State Senate District

MUSICAL INTERLUDE Armen Karapetyan & the Camertone Chamber Music Ensemble
Aram Khachaturyan: "Uzundara”from the ballet “Gayane” (arr. J. Papyan)
Givachino -Rossini:“La Calunhia” from the opera“The Barber of Seville"
(arr. L. Khandkaryan)
Agustin Lara:“Granada” (arr, A. Awad)

Dikran Tchoukhadjian: “The Pea-Seller’s Song” from the operetta “Karine”
(arr. L. Xhandkaryan}

CONGRATULATORY REMARKS M. Richard Joseph Durbin, US Senatorfor Iflinois

VALEDICTORIANS Tevosyan Lilit, Arme,niaf; Address
Adourian Sevan, English Address
PRESENTATION OF THE  Dr. Bruce M. Boghosian, President, American University of Armenia
VARTKESS M. BALIAN MERIT ’
AWARD
CONFERRAL AND Dr:Irshat Madyarov, Program Chair, Teaching English as a Foreign Language

PRESENTATION OF DEGREES  Dr.Shushan Avagyan, Program Coordinator, Certificate in Translation
Dr. Douglas Shumavon, Program Chair, Political Science and
International Affairs
Dr. David Blake, Dean, College of Business and Economics
Dr. Robert Bagramian, Dean, School of Public Health
Dr. Aram Hajian, Dean, College of Science and Engineering
Mr. Arman Zrvandyan, Program Chair, Master of Laws

CONCLUDING REMARKS Dr. Bruce M. Boghosian; President, American University of Armenia
MUSICAL FINALE & - Franz Schubert: "Military March”
RECESSION

A reception will follow in the Mihran and Elizabeth Agbabian Hall (1st floor) and in the AUA Cafeteria (2nd
floor). Earphones for simultaneous translation are available under the right armrest of your chair.



Class of 2014

MASTER OF ARTS IN
TEACHING ENGLISH AS

Asatryan Nelli
Adamyan Nelli

Budaghyan Sona
Davtyan Mariam

Khachatryan Mariam
Manvelyan Lilit

A FOREIGN LANGUAGE  Adourian Sevan Gasparyan Ninel Petrosyan Kristine
Adourian Tamar Gevorgyan Narine Sahakyan Serine
Arakelyan Anahit Goroyan Kristine Shahinyan Arus
Avetisyan Karine Gyulumyan Katarine Soghomonyan Ani
Balyan Hripsime Hakobyan Astghik Vardazaryan Sirush
Bisharyan Hasmik Karapetyan Hripsime Verdyan Kristine
CERTIFICATE IN Beglaryan Araksya Mkrtchyan Naira Simonyan Arevik
TRANSLATION Gishyan Gayane Papyan Narine Yandyan Marine
Grigoryan Kristina Sahakyan Hayarpi Yeritsyan Kristina
MASTER OF POLITICAL  Avetisyan Suren Hakobyan Anahit Mardumyan Anush
SCIENCE AND Abrahamyan Kristine Harutyunyan Anna Marjanyan Viktorya
INTERNATIONAL Adamyan Mane Harutyunyan Tigran Matevosyan Vanuhi
AFFAIRS Adamyan Siranush Hovhannisyan Liana Minasyan Nelli
Aleksanyan Hayk Hovhannisyan Zina Sahakyan Julya
Avanesyan Lusine Hovsepyan Anna Sakabedoyan Noune
Avedikyan Manuk Khachatryan Marine Shahinyan Lusine
Avetisyan Greta Kocharyan Naira Simonyan Tatevik
Badalyan Tatevik Kostanyan Tsovinar Smbatyan Syuzanna
Drnoian Anna Manukyan Anush Vardanyan Arpine
MASTER OF BUSINESS  Abgaryan Arman Hakobyan Lusine Mkhitaryan Zhirayr
ADMINISTRATION Abrahamyan Shahen Hambaryan Edgar Mkrtumyan Ararat
Aghajanyan Davit Haroyan Zvart Muradyan Lilit
Arakelyan Grigor Harutyunyan Lusine Nazarian Melina

Avetisyan Mariam
Azaryan Ruben
Azizyan Hovhannes
Babakhanian Dalar
Babayants Sona
Badishyan Lilit
Baghdasaryan Levon
Baghdasaryan Mane
Bakhshetsyan Melkon
Berberyan Meri
Berberyan Zara
Bilyan Diana
Chalabyan Naira
Charchyan Mikayel
Dallakyan Lilit
Demirchyan Levon
Gevorgyan Lilit
Gorgyan Siranush
Grigoryan Seda
Grigoryan Vahagn
Gukasyan Seda
Guseinova Aigiun
Hakobyan Tigran

Harutyunyan Satine
Hayrapetyan Manushak
Hayryan Nune
Karapetyan Arkady
Kerobyan Gevorg
Khachatryan Lilit
Khalatyan Artush
Khodabakhshi Izet
Khosrovyan Artur
Maghakyan Anna
Makinyan Diana
Malyan Nelli
Mamyan Sona
Manucharyan Harut
Manukyan Arpine
Manukyan Greta
Margaryan Lilit
Margaryan Tatevik
Markosyan Karen
Marutyan Anahit
Mezhlumyan Varduhi
Mirzaei Narbeh
Mirzoyan Sona

Nersisyan Narek
Papoyan Emma
Paytyan Mariam
Petrosyan Kristine
Petrosyan Arman
Sahakyan Tatevik
Sargsyan Hrayr
Sargsyan Mariam
Sargsyan Narine
Sarkisyan David
Shahnazaryan Hasmik
Sharoyan Anahit
Talalyan Lusine
Terteryan Hovhannes
Tokhunts Karine
Torosian Nareh
Tumanyan Adrine
Uzunyan Margarita
Vahanyan Greta
Zakaryan Anush
Zoryan Sevak

Please note that having name listed in the program does not guarantee conferral of degree.



MASTER OF PUBLIC
HEALTH AND
MASTER OF BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION

Mahansaria Kushagra

Melkom Melkomian Dzovinar

MASTER OF PUBLIC
HEALTH

Sargsyan Aelita
Kocharyan Lusine
Beglaryan Mher

Vardanyan Lilit
Grboyan Siran
Jos Merine

Lakissian Zavi
Marutyan lva
Musheghyan Lusine

MASTER OF
ENGINEERING
IN INDUSTRIAL
ENGINEERING
AND SYSTEMS
MANAGEMENT

Arushanyan Tatevik
Asatryan Marine
Ghambaryan Davit
Ghorukhchyan Lusine
Grigoryan Tigranuhi
Hovhannisyan Ani
Hovsepyan Davit
Hovsepyan Marlena

Khachatryan Davit
Khachatryan Gurgen
Khachatryan Mariam
Khanamiryan Tatev
Malkhasyan Gabriel
Mnatsakanyan Anna
Navasardyan Tatevik
Sahakyan Harutyun

Sardaryan Hayk
Shahinyan Mane
Soghomonyan Vardan
Tadevosyan Samvel
Tamamyan Gayane
Zakaryan Arpine

MASTER OF SCIENCE
IN COMPUTER AND

INFORMATION SCIENCE

Adamyan Anna
Babakhanyan Arsen
Elchyan Gor
Hakobyan Heghine
Hayrapetyan Ani

Karapetyan Martun
Kocharyan Aram
Manukyan Arpine
Petrosyan Narek
Saponjyan Movses

Smbatyan Ani
Tarasyan Inna
Torosyan Tigran
Vardanyan Nune
Zomorodian Aren

MASTER OF LAWS

Arakelyan Viktorya
Avagyan Anna
Avetisyan Aleksan
Aziryan Davit
Baghdasaryan Ani
Bagratunyan Anush
Bidzhoyan Tatevik
Chakhoyan Anahit

Davtyan Nubar
Hakobyan Mari
Harutyunyan Nane
Hayrapetyan Jon
Heboyan Gor
Iskandaryan Izabella
Khachatryan Anna
Muradyan Lilit

Petrosyan Alina
Grigoryan Gohar
Shahnazaryan Anna
Terteryan Ashot
Tevosyan Lilit
Vardanyan Zaruhi
Yeghiazaryan Liana
Yeghiazaryan Tiran

Vartkess M. Balian Merit Award
Nominees 2014

Chobanyan Diana
Teaching English as a
Foreign Language

Gyurjyan Lilit

Business Administration

Khachatryan Narine
Industrial Engineering and
Systems Management

Lalafaryan Narine

Law

Lazyan Gor
Economics

Shadunts Alen

Political Science and
International Affairs

Zakaryan Armen
Computer and Information Science

Sahakyan Serine

Public Health



Academic & Administrative Leadership

Dr. Bruce M. Boghosian Dr. Robert Bagramian
President, American University of Dean, School of Public Health
Armenia

r Dr. David Blake
Dr. N. Dennis Leavens Dean, College of Business
Provost, American University of and Economics
Armenia

; Dr. Aram Hajian
Ms. Maral Chalian Dean, College of Science
Vice President, Institutional and Engineering
Advancement
Dr.Thomas J. Samuelian

Mr. Ashot Ghazaryan Dean, College of Humanities and
Vice President, Operations/COO Social Sciences

Mr. Gevorg Goyunyan

Vice President, Finance/CFO

AUA Fund Board of Trustees

Dr. Lawrence Pitts, MD Dr. Yuri Sargsyan Mr. Berge Setrakian, Esq.
Chairman, Board of Trustees, Former Rector, State Engineering  Partner, DLA Piper

American University of Armenia University of Armenia President, Armenian General
Corporation Benevolent Union

Chairman, Board of Directors, Dr. Mihran Agbabian ; ;
American University of Armenia Fund  president Emeritus, American gi‘r';s"olhoeu‘se Manoogian
Former Provost and Executive University of Armenia CouREl ot TristEss, Antieiian
Vice President, Academic Affairs, Professor Emeritus, Civil and (sl
University of California, Office of the  Environmental Enéineering, General Benevolent Union
President University of Southern California

Mr. Armen Ashotyan Dr. Karl Pister

Minister of Education and Science of ~ Chancellor Emeritus, University of

the Republic of Armenia California, Santa Cruz

Dean and Professor Emeritus,
College of Engineering, University
of California, Berkeley

AUA Corporation Board of Trustees

Dr. Mihran Agbabian, PhD Mr. Zaven Akian Dr. Haroutune Armenian, MD
President Emeritus, American Chair and CEQ, Integra Professor in Residence, Associate
University of Armenia Technologies Dean, Academic Programs, Fielding
Professor Emeritus, Civil and Chair and CEOQ, FluiDyne, Inc. School of Public Health, University of

Environmental Engineering, California, Los Angeles

University of Southern California Ms. Suzy Misserian President Emeritus, American
Antounian, Esq. University of Armenia
Senior Vice President, World Professor Emeritus, Epidemiology,
Affairs Council School of Public Health, Johns
Hopkins University




AUA Corporation Board of Trustees

Ms. Peggy Arrivas

Associate Vice President, Systemwide
Controller, University of California,
Office of the President

Ms. Carol B. Aslanian

Senior Vice President, Aslanian Market
Research, Education Dynamics

Mr. Edward Avedisian

Private Investor

Former Clarinetist, Boston Pops and
Boston Ballet Orchestra

Dr. Bruce M. Boghosian, PhD,
Ex-Officio

President, American University of
Armenia

Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian, PhD

Taisei Professor of Civil Engineering,
University of California, Berkeley

Dr. Aimée Dorr, PhD

Provost and Executive Vice President,
Academic Affairs, University of
California, Office of the President

Dr. William Frazer, PhD

Emeritus Senior Vice President,
Academic Affairs, University of
California, Office of the President
Professor Emeritus, Department
of Physics, University of California,
Berkeley

Dr. Ann Karagozian, PhD
Professor, Department of
Mechanical and Aerospace
Engineering, University of
California, Los Angeles

Dr. C. Judson King, ScD
Director, Center for Studies in
Higher Education, University of
California, Berkeley

Emeritus Provost and Senior

Vice President, Academic Affairs,
University of California, Office of the
President

Dr. Karl Pister, PhD

Chancellor Emeritus, University of
California, Santa Cruz

Dean and Professor Emeritus,
College of Engineering, University
of California, Berkeley

Dr. Lawrence Pitts, MD

Chairman, Board of Trustees,
American University of Armenia
Corporation

Chairman, Board of Directors,
American University of Armenia
Fund

Former Provost and Executive

Vice President, Academic Affairs,
University of California, Office of the
President

Dr. Annalee Saxenian, PhD

Dean, School of Information,
University of California, Berkeley

Mr. Berge Setrakian, Esq.

Partner, DLA Piper
President, Armenian General
Benevolent Union

Mrs. Louise Manoogian
Simone

Council of Trustees,
Armenian General Benevolent
Union

Mr. Sam Simonian

Founder and Chairman, Epygi
Technologies Inc.

Former Chairman, Inet
Technologies, Inc.

Mr. Sinan Sinanian

Chief Executive Officer, Sinanian
Development

Mr. Jirair Turpanjian
President, New Spark Holdings
Corporation

Chief Executive Officer, TF
Educational Foundation

Dr. Yervant Zorian, PhD

Fellow and Chief Architect,
Synopsys, Inc.




2014 SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDS

Abgar & Loretta Babaian
Award

Nazarians Karine, Sahakyan Serine

Akian Foundation

Abgaryan Arman, Adamyan Anna, Adourian Sevan, Adourian Tamar,
Aristakesyan Alla, Avetisyan Mariam, Baliouzian Arman, Bardakjian Antoni
Naia, Berbertan Goreun, Davtyan Hovak, Farah Jack, Grigoryan Tigranuhi,
Gzoghyan Andranik, Hakobyan Heghine, Hamalian Abraham, Haroyan
Zvart, Hovakimyan Anush, Keoshkerian Shoghig, Kurazyan Sona, Minasyan
Karine, Mkhoyan Anush, Mkrtchyan Astghik, Mnatsakanyan Anna, Nersisyan
Narine, Nersisyan Narek, Sargsyan Mariam, Shahinyan Arus, Smbatyan Ani,
Soghomonyan Vardan, Stepanian Archalouys, Vardanyan Davit

Arabkir Hayrenaktsakan
Award

Martirosyan Karen

Armenian Educational
Foundation/Richard R.
Tufenkian

Arushanyan Tatevik, Avetisyan Greta, Babakhanyan Arsen, Badalyan Tatevik,
Garapetian Zareh, Hakobyan Heghine, Manukyan Arpine, Zakaryan Armen,
Zakaryan Edgar

AUA/Ministry of Education
and Science of Armenia

Adamyan Nelli, Arshakyan Lida, Atoyan Stepan, Avagyan Lusine, Avetisyan
Aleksan, Aznauryan Bagrat, Balyan Hripsime, Bidzhoyan Tatevik, Chobanyan
Diana, Drnoian Anna, Gabrielyan Zaruhi, Gatrjyan Ruben, Grigoryan Zaruhi,
Gyozalyan Levon, Gyurjyan Lilit, Harutyunyan Anna, Harutyunyan Tigran,
Harutyunyan Narek, Hayrapetyan Ani, Hayrapetyan Astghik, Hayryan Nune,
Hovsepyan Gayane, Iskandaryan lzabella, Kankanyan Nina, Karamyan Aidela,
Karapetyan Martun, Karapetyan Nare, Khachatryan Narine, Manukyan
Greta, Melkumyan Diana, Minasyan Nelli, Petrosyan Lilit, Poghosyan Vahan,
Sahakyan Harutyun, Shadunts Alen Nerses, Shahinyan Mane, Soghomonyan
Gevorg, Torosian Nareh, Tumanyan Adrine, Vardazaryan Sirush, Virabyan
Gayane -

Dr. John Doumanian
Scholarship Fund

Abelyan Gohar

Dr. Stepan Karamardian
Scholarship

Berberyan Zara, Mezhlumyan Varduhi, Mkhitaryan Zhirayr

Garmery_ Benevolent
Association

Arushanyan Tatevik

Greta, John, & Leo
Doumanian Scholarship Fund

Abelyan Gohar

International Academic
Scholarship

Bykova Alina, Jayaraj Joshua-Chadwick, Thavidju Rajan Balu Vignesh,
Vuchase Yenyie Laura

Louise Doumanian Memorial
Scholarship

Abelyan Gohar




Meghrigian Public Health
Ophthalmology Scholarship

Mkhitaryan Meri

Michael Simonian

Arushanyan Tatevik, Babakhanian Dalar, Hayrapetyan Jon

Ohannes & Hripsime
Doumanian Memorial
Scholarship

Abelyan Gohar

Seth & Arsine Arsenian
Scholarship Fund

Abgaryan Arman, Avetisyan Karine, Bisharyan Hasmik, Budaghyan Sona,
Chakhoyan Arusyak, Davtyan Mariam, Gasparyan Ninel, Gevorgyan Narine,
Ghazaryan Armenuhi, Khachatryan Mariam, Khachatryan Rubina, Piloyan
Tamara, Zohrabyan Tigran

Turpanjian Family Foundation

Abrahamyan Astghik, Aleksanyan Hayk, Aleksanyan Artur, Apinyan Karlen,
Artemyan Margarita, Asatryan Marine, Avanesyan Lusine, Avetisyan Karine,
Avetisyan Greta, Bagiyan Armine, Dallakyan Lilit, Fljyan Amalya, Gevorgyan
Rima, Ghazaryan Hasmik, Grigoryan Elen, Grigoryan Gohar, Hakobyan

Hayk, Hakobyan Astghik, Harutyunyan Tsoghik, Hovhannisyan Emilya,
Hovhannisyan Zina, Hovhannisyan Liana, Javadyan Lilit, Khachatryan Marine,
Khachatryan Yevgeniya, Khanoyan Artashes, Kocharyan Armine, Kostanyan
Tsovinar, Lalafaryan Karine, Matevosyan Vanuhi, Mikaelyan Anzhela,
Muradyan Lilit, Muradyan Hripsime, Papyan Greta, Petrosyan Alina, Piloyan
Tamara, Saponjyan Movses, Sargsyan Marine, Sargsyan Hrayr, Simonyan
Tatevik, Sirekanyan Tigran, Tamamyan Gayane, Torgomyan Armine, Tsarukyan
Armine, Verdyan Kristine, Vrshikyan Heghine, Zoryan Sevak

University-Wide Academic
Scholarship

Babakhanyan Arsen, Badalyan Tatevik, Hovakimyan Hovhannes, Manvelyan
Lilit, Mezhlumyan Varduthi, Soghomonyan Vardan

Vartkess M. Balian Merit
Award

Goroyan Kristine

Zaven O. Kodjayan Fund

Abelyan Gohar, Minasyan Karine, Mkhoyan Anna, Sahakyan Serine




Achievements and Milestones

2014

The American University of Armenia (AUA)
launches the undergraduate bachelor's
programs in English & Communications,
Business, and Computational Sciences, with
an enrollment of 282 students, as well as the
graduate Master’s in Economics program.

The Master of Laws program is launching a
bilingual, practice-oriented and peer-reviewed
law periodical with the aim of promoting legal
discourse and contributing to the development
of legal thought and the legal system of
Armenia. Each material submitted for the
periodical will be reviewed by specialists in that
area and published only upon positive opinion.

The AUA School of Public Health (AUA SPH)
receives the only seed grant awarded in Europe
from Grand Challenges Canada, funded by
the Government of Canada, to implement
its project “Innovative Approach in TB Care
in Armenia,”in close collaboration with the
Ministry of Health’s National Tuberculosis
Control Program.

AUA Extension implements English language
training for the RA Police department, with
funding from the U.S. Department of State,
INL. AUA Extension also opens new classroom
facilities in Dilijan and Gyumiri.

AUA Extension offers a leadership class for
Stepanakert youth participating in the summer
camp organized by the Nagorno-Karabakh
R?fpublic (NKR)'s Ministry of Culture and Youth
Affairs.

AUA Extension launches a new program with the
Republic of Armenia’s Ministry of Defense with
funding from AGBU.

The AUA College of Science & Engineering (AUA
CSE) hosts the 22nd Annual International
Conference on the Discrete Simulation of Fluid
Dynamics, with participants from 17 different
countries.

AUA's Cryptography and Systems Security
Laboratory conducts research projects with
Samsung Ukraine R&D Center.

AUA's Industrial Ensc;\i,‘neering & Systems
Management (IESM) program spearheads the
iCO-op Project, an EU-funded Tempus program,
to promote remote engineering laboratory
education.

AUA launches the Center for Responsible Mining
(AUA CRM), the first such center in the country
and the region.

2013

The College of Science and Engineering hosts
a working conference on the Reliability and
Optimization of Structural Systems.

The European Bird Census Council appoints the
Acopian Center for the Environment (AUA ACE)
as the national coordinator for the European
Breeding Bird Atlas 2 Project.

AUA ACE hosts the Second Steering Committee
meeting of the EU-funded Black Sea Energy
Efficiency Plan project and organizes a media
event in cooperation with the Renewable
Resources and Energy Efficiency Fund.

AUA ACE works on the first ever Monitoring Atlas
on Butterflies of Armenia.

AUA ACE develops ecological and ornithological
education programs with local high schools.

AUA ACE and the School of Public Health
organize two international scientific
symposiums titled “Mining and Socio-Economic
Development: Armenia’s Policy Choices”
and "Emerging Issues in Environmental and
Occupational Health: Mining and Construction
in Transition Economies.”

The Legal Resource Center sponsors an
international conference on the International
Criminal Court end Armenia.

AUA Extension completes two trainings on
women’s entrepreneurship and holds its first
conference for women entrepreneurs funded
by the Armenian International Women'’s
Association.

AUA launches AUA Extension in NKR, with
funding from AGBU.

AUA launches the Continuing Education Program
for rural Armenia funded by the Turpanjian
Family Foundation.

AUA Extension enters into a partnership
agreement with the Central Bank of Armenia
for conducting a needs assessment of the
Dilijan population.

AUA Extension begins offering courses at the
Vazgen Sargsyan Military Institute.

The Center for Research in Applied Linguistics
launches its pre-school English Language
Program.

The School of Public Health and AUA ACE partner
with the Blacksmith Institute and Armenian
Ministries of Health and Nature Protection to
develop an inventory of toxic waste sites in



Armenia.

PSIA faculty member Dr. Syuzanna Vasilyan is
awarded the first and only Jean Monnet Chair
in European Studies in Armenia.

The College of Business and Economics
establishes a collaborative internship program
with UNICEF, enabling MBA students to work in
areas such as public health, human rights, and
environmental sustainability.

2012

AUA holds “Celebration of Education,” a week-
long series of events celebrating its 20th
anniversary, including an art exhibit, a concert,
and a conference on Frontiers of Higher
Education.

AUA receives preliminary approval from the
Western Association of Schools and Colleges for
its reaccreditation Capacity Preparatory Review
and for starting undergraduate programs in
Computational Sciences, Business, and English
& Communications in Fall 2013.

The University establishes agreements with the
Ministries of Defense, Justice and Economy on
cooperation and student internships.

Through a USAID-ASHA grant, major renovations
are made to enlarge the Papazian Library and
modernize the cafeteria.

The Department of English Programs (DEP)
organizes its first Student Research Conference
with the participation of graduate students
from local universities.

A team of CIS faculty and students develops a
security algorithm for Samsung video devices.

The Acopian Center for the Environment, in
collaboration with the National Academy
of Sciences, holds the first conference on
Biodiversity Conservation in the South
Caucasus.

The Law Department holds an international
conference on Crossroads of Psychology and
Law and a seminar series on Rethinking Values,
Norms and Institutions in Armenia.

The College of Health Sciences conducts research
to improve control of tuberculosis among
migrant workers and to assess risk factors
for developing drug-resistant tuberculosis in
Armenia.

The School of Business and Management
initiates a part-time evening MBA program for
working professionals.

Achievements and Milestones

AUA Extension launches its first “Summer School
for Teens”

The University initiates a “Thinking About
Thinking"” lecture series in collaboration with
Luys Foundation.

AUA inaugurates the e-Bulletin to inform
the public about its activities and
accomplishments.

2011

The Center for Health Services Research and
Development (CHSR) evaluates the Ministry of
Health’s Child Health State Certificate Program
with financial support from USAID.

The first Intellectual Property Moot Court for law
students throughout Armenia is held at AUA.

A team of CIS cryptography researchers and
students initiates collaborative research
projects with NTX Research and the
Volkswagen Foundation.

PSIA and the US Embassy launch a new cycle of
the Mentoring Program for Women that pairs
professional women with AUA students.

DEP organizes the Armenian Ministry of
Education and Science's English Olympiad
and hosts a conference on Challenges and
Opportunities for EFL Testing.

Three MBA students receive first-place awards
in the World Bank's nationwide essay
competition. The Center for Business Research
and Development (CBRD) completes Phase | of
the Ministry of Economy’s Gyumri Technology
Incubator Project.

2010

The AUA Board of Trustees appoints the
University’s third President, Dr. Bruce
Boghosian, and designates Dr. Haroutune
Armenian as President Emeritus.

The Law Department successfully transitions to
a thematic curriculum which simultaneously
qualifies students for the LL.M. and offers
modular certificates to practitioners for
continuing legal education.

DEP hosts IATEFL Virtual conference with 150
international participants and is awarded
a grant to help improve the professional
development of TEFL in Armenia.

CHSR conducts a comprehensive project on
Assessment of Public Health Services in
Armenia in collaboration with the Ministry of
Health and with support from the World Health



Achievements and Milestones

Organization Country Office.

2009

A team of first-year CIS students wins the
Microsoft Imagine Cup Armenia competition.
CIS launches the Certificate Program in Object-
Oriented Programming.

The Law Department launches the first LSAT to
take place in Armenia.

The World Bank Yerevan Office and AUA launch
the Knowledge for Development Center at the
AUA Papazian Library.

AUA hosts two conferences for overseas
American universities, the annual meeting
of the Association of American International
Colleges and Universities, and the 2009
meeting of the American International
Consortium of Academic Libraries.

DEP convenes the first International Language
Assessment Conference in Armenia with more
than 150 international scholars in attendance.
DEP introduces new certificate programs in
Translation and TEFL.

ACE convenes the first conference in Armenia on
the use of GIS and Remote Sensing.

AUA Extension becomes the first IBM Authorized
Independent Training Provider in the region.

The Turpanjian Rural Development Program
provides training and financial support for the
Program’s 100th village entrepreneur.

2008

The Paramaz Avedisian Building opens with a
grand ceremony. The PAB is a fully-equipped
state-of-the-art educational facility that offers a
supetior learning environment, exceptional not
only for Armenia but for the entire region.

CHSR starts a three-year collaborative project,
“Epidemiology and Intervention Research for
Tobacco Control in Armenia,” with the Johns
Hopkins Institute for Global Tobacco Control.

The AUA Extension Program expands to Gyumri
and Stepanakert.

Through a generous donation of the Turpanjian
Family Foundation, the AUA Digital Library of
Armenian Classics completes digitization of 60
major authors of Western Armenian literature,
1850-2000.

AUA Law students win 1st place in a national IHL
Moot Court competition.

10

2007

AUA receives U.S. accreditation by the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges, one of the
seven regional accrediting bodies recognized
by the U.S. Department of Education, for the
maximum period of seven years.

The Turpanjian Rural Development Program
(TRDP) opens three field offices in the Shirak
and Tavush Marzes and in Nagorno-Karabagh.

Dr. Karen Aghababyan receives the United
Kingdom's prestigious Whitley Fund for Nature
Award for research combining environmental
conservation research with education.

The AUA Extension Program joins the Microsoft
IT Academy and IBM Business Partnership and
establishes a Hospitality and Tourism Training
Program.

The College of Health Sciences admits its first
three students to the MD/MPH combined
degree program in collaboration with Yerevan
State Medical University.

For the first time, an AUA graduate, Ms. Lilit
Galstian, is elected as a Member of the
Armenian National Assembly.

2006

AUA is a founding member of the consortium of
American-style Academic Libraries of colleges
and universities in Europe, North Africa, and
the Middle East, which is created to implement
collaborative projects in information resources
and technology that support teaching and
learning.

AUA launches the Turpanjian Rural Development
Program, a major five-year initiative focused on
economic growth through adult education and
rural entrepreneurship.

The Anti-Seismic Systems International Society
and AUA, in collaboration with the Armenian
Association for Earthquake Engineering, holds
an international workshop on“Base-Isolated
High-Rise Buildings.” Armenia is the first among
developing nations to implement seismic-
isolation technology and pioneers the practice
of retrofitting buildings for seismic isolation.

Three hundred doctors and nurses in Nagorno-
Karabakh complete basic first-aid and
emergency skills training, organized by the
Center for Health Services Research and
Development as part of the USAID-funded
Humanitarian Assistance Program for NKR.

2005

Construction begins on the Paramaz Avedisian
building.



The University hosts the accreditation team
from the Western Association of Schools and
Colleges for its Capacity and Preparatory
Review.

The Turpanjian Family Foundation provides
support for the first Armenian Big Brother and
Big Sister program providing mentoring for
undergraduates.

The US Department of Energy awards a grant
for proliferation prevention to scientists
at AUA, the Yerevan Physics Institute, the
National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL)
in Golden, Colorado, and an optico-physics
Institute in Moscow.

The AUA Digital Library provides the content of
the most comprehensive 5-volume publication
of Armenian Classical Literature from the 5th to
7th centuries.

The College of Health Sciences, with support
from the Open Society Institute, graduates its
first international students: three from Moldova
and one from Mongolia.

The Master of Public Health Pragram, College
of Health Sciences, hosts the XXVII ASPHER
conference with delegates from over 50
countries and five continents.

2004

The University launches a number of named
scholarships, including the Turpanjian
Family Foundation Scholarship program
which helps orphaned and economically
disadvantaged students at AUA and other
Armenian universities as well as scholarships
honoring Stepan Karamardian, Arpine and Arda
Hovnanian, Zaven O. Kodjayan, the Garmery
Benevolent Association, Richard R. Tufenkian/
the Armenian Educational Foundation, and
Harry Kullijian.

The Center for Research and Development in
Applied Linguistics and Language Teaching is
established within the Department of English
Programs.

The University’s student loan program continues
to expand thanks to many generous individual
and corporate contributions, including the
Nishan and Eskohee Abashian Fund.

2003

AUA and San Francisco State University (SFSU)
sign a Memorandum of Understanding

Achisvements and Miiestones

affirming their ‘common commitment to the
values of intellectual freedom, educational
excellence, and international cooperation”

The Turpanjian Center for Policy Analysis (TCPA)
is named with a generous gift from Mr. Jerry
Turpanjian and family.

The College of Health Sciences organizes a
regional conference for public health facuity on
competency-based education.

Since its inception, 6,000 people have taken the
Extension Program’s courses.

The 8th World Seminar on Seismic Isolation,
Energy Dissipation and Active Vibration Control
of Structures takes place at AUA.

Law Department students form an NGO and
inaugurate a series of forums and roundtables
on current legal issues of importance to
Armenia and its regions,

A student loan program is launched, the first of
its kind in Armenia.

2002

An all-AUA Master of Arts degree in Teaching
English as a Foreign Language replaces
the “sandwich” program to better serve
the growing demand for English language
teachers.

The College of Health Sciences accepts the
Ministry of Health’s invitation to co-sponsor
its School for Health Care Management and
Administration.

AUA obtains candidacy status with the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges.
2001

A Master of Science in Computer and Information
Science is added to the College of Engineering.

The College of Health Sciences is accepted as a
member of the Association of Schools of Public
Health in the European Region.

The Digital Library project is awarded the
President of Armenia’s Prize for “the best IT
project accomplished in Armenia in the last five
years.

2000

The Garo Meghrigian Eye Institute for Preventive
Ophthalmology (GMEIPO) opens at the AUA

1
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Center.

The Extension Program begins a four-year
project offering English courses in Gyumri.

1999

The Environmental Conservation and Research
Center begins offering a certificate program
to second-year students who wish to include
environmental research into their graduate
studies.

The Digital Library project begins developing
electronic versions of classical Armenian
literature.

The Engineering Research Center launches an
international solar energy project to heat and
cool the AUA Small Auditorium.

1997

The AUA Board of Trustees appoints the
University’s second President, Dr. Haroutune
Armenian, and designates Dr. Mihran Agbabian
as President Emeritus.

The Certificate of Public Health Program expands
into a full Master of Public Health degree.

A“sandwich” Master of Arts in Teaching English
as a Foreign Language Program begins:
students start the program at AUA, continue in
the US, and return to AUA to write their theses.

1996

The Master of Laws Degree Program is
initiated and gradually evolves to the current
Department of Law, which offers a Master of
Laws degree to lawyers and a Master of Legal
Studies degree to non-lawyers.

The Legal Research Center is established as an
integral component of the Law Department,
providing access to up-to-date books and
Internet-mediated databases covering all areas
of relevance to law-based governance.

1995

The College of Health Sciences is established,
offering a Certificate in Public Health Program
in affiliation with the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health.

The Center for Health Services Research and
Development begins operating parallel to the
Public Health Program, providing technical
assistance, research, evaluation, and program
development assistance to the Ministry of
Health and international humanitarian and
donor organizations.

The Center for Policy Analysis is established
to conduct multidisciplinary applied policy
research in a broad spectrum of contemporary
social, political, and legal fields.

1994

The School of Political Science and International
Affairs is established, offering a Master’s degree.

1993

The University holds its first Commencement,
graduating 38 men and women in Business and
Management, ten in Industrial Engineering, and
five in Earthquake Engineering.

The “Birds of Armenia” project begins its mission
to increase environmental awareness in
Armenia; several books are later published
for community education and outreach,
promoting birding and local involvement in
environmental conservation.

1992

AUA establishes the Certificate Program in
Teaching English as a Foreign Language to
prepare English teachers; the Environmental
Conservation and Research Center to provide a
required introductory course on environmental
science; the Engineering Research Center
to conduct research in the area of Industrial
Engineering as well as Renewable Energy;
and the Center for Business Research and
Development to provide "western” research and
consulting services to the private and non-
profit sectors.

The AUA Extension Program is created to offer
short courses and training programs for
working professionals and the general publicin
Yerevan as well as the surrounding provinces.

1991

The University opens its doors on Armenian
Independence Day with 101 students
enrolled in the Intensive English Program.
Within months, these students move into
their respective graduate degree programs
in Business and Management, Earthquake
Engineering, and Industrial Engineering. Dr.
Mihran Agbabian is appointed as the Founding
President of the University.




Notes on American Graduation Regalia

The evolution of the modern American cap and gown comes largely from the clerical dress
of the 13th and 14th centuries. The wearing of the colored hood came to be a mark of the
attainment of a degree. The colors used for the hood borders were developed in 1895 when
the Intercollegiate Commission drew up a code which was subsequently adopted by the
American universities. Bright orange became the border color for Engineering, goldenrod
for Science, beige for Business, blue for Political Science and International Affairs, salmon
pink for Public Health, purple for Law, and white for Arts. The colors on the inside of the
hood represent the colors of the university which conferred the degree. For the American
University of Armenia, those colors are white and blue.
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