n Armenia

We know most of our readers by now are familiar with AGBU’s educational, cultural and social programs in Armenia. Each year, with the input of many indi-
viduals, every long-term project improves and expands. For this, we owe a debt of gratitude to our donors for their generosity, to our directors and staff in
Armenia and the United States for their vision and administration and to the government of Armenia for their assistant and support. In the past few years,
through the generosity of new donors, AGBU has extended its assistance to a variety of other institutions. These one-time grants offer new technology, renova-
tion and construction, and the advancement of locally initiated programs in Armenia. Along with the projects listed below AGBU has in 1997 allocated funds to
heat 200 schools in Yerevan and has made grants to the State Engineering University, Manuscript Library (Matenadaran) and two new cultural groups produc-

ing television programs, films and theatrical musicals.

The Armenian Philharmonic Orchestra,
under the sponsorship of AGBU, once again had
an outstanding year. Offering two concerts per
week throughout the year to standing-room audi-
ences, the orchestra has also performed at special
festivals and concerts honoring the music of for-
eign and local composers and featured a number
of guest soloists from around the world.

A new computer laboratory has been estab-
lished at the National Academy of Sciences
through an individual gift made to AGBU for this
specific purpose. The academy, through its inter-
net and website, is now in direct contact with other
institutions around the world.

The American University of Armenia’s mission is to develop
the next generation of entrepreneurs, public servants, technical wizards
and educators. Today, over 550 Business Management, Engineering,
Political Science, Conservation and Environmental Science, and Public

Health alumni, with their added English and computer skills, are working-

in an impressive number of fields: the government ministries of Econo-
my, Industry and Trade, Finance, Energy and Fuel, Foreign affairs and
Health; United Nations, U.S. Embassy, and World Bank; Coca Cola Bot-
tling, Midland Armenia Bank, Central Bank, Johnson & Johnson, KPMG
Auditing and Consulting Group, Mars Gorp., Cargo Terminal—just to
name a few. AUA expanded its departments in 1997 to include Masters of
Law and Judicial and Legal Training programs. The participants include
not only students new to the field but a number of judges and practicing
lawyers enrolled for continuing education. The LLM curriculum empha-
sizes international commercial law and comparative constitutional law.

The AGBU and the AUA Board of Directors have begun a major cam-
paign to raise $25,000,000 to endow the University’s various depart-
ments, extension courses and research centers. To date, $6,000,000 has
been contributed by generous worldwide donors.

In partnership with the
Shirak governor’s office,
AGBU is sponsoring the
reconstruction of School
#14 in the heart of the city.
Almost destroyed in the 1988
earthquake, the 700 student
capacity school is being com-
pletely rebuilt and is expected
to be finished by the begin-
ning of the 1998 school year.

Nork, Arapkir and Malatya Chil-
dren’s Genters in Yerevan serve over
5000 students, ages five to eighteen years
old. Classes in music, dance, visual arts,
language, history and physical training are
offered daily from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. Since
there is a substantial waiting list, appli-

. cants are tested before acceptance and

must continue in their chosen area of
study for two years before moving on to
another field. For many of the children,
these years of training, lead to future
careers. AGBU donors, along with their
contributions for operating costs, are
funding the renovation of all three centers.
Like all poorly constructed Soviet struc-
tures, the centers need new roofs, plumb-
ing, heating, and interior repair. When
complete, programs will be expanded to
offer evening classes and cultural perfor-
mances for parents and neighborhood res-
idents.

AGBU - December 1997 21



