‘KUGRAM

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF ARMENIA

A PROGRAM SUMMAKY

Democracy buiiding and iegai reforms in Armenia are not keeping up with the fast
pace of economic reform. More is needed in creating skiiis, behavior and institutions in
building democracy and introducing the rule of iaw. AUA should contribute to this added
emphasis by impiementing a Law Program, inciuding a Masters Degree, continuing training
for lawyers, judges and legisiators in practice, and iegai research and outreach. Graduates
of the Masters’ program wouid over time play a maijor roie in strengthening democratic
trends, the creation of a legai basis in civil, criminal and economic-commerciai iaw, the
estabiishment of an independent media, as weli as providing the foundation for a robust
judiciary and parliament. To this end. AUA reqguests a one-time ALD grant, to iaunch the
LL.M. program in FY 1996 at a cost of $357.600 with students graduating in August i998.
If funds are available, we aiso request an additionai $490. 400 to launch the continuing
training and outreach programs targeting the buik of iawvers and judges in practice,
beginning in FY 1996 (See budget enciosed as Attachment A). After this initiai funding
requested, AUA and its backers intend to sustain these programs tir ough the University’s
operating budget.

Armenia has embarked on a process of economic and iegai reform which expanded
in reach over the past four years. The process of transition is neither quick nor simple. Whiie
market reforms may be expedited with individualiinitiatives and the reaiities of basic market
demands, iegai reform is most dependant on institutionai invoivement, and the existence of
lawyers trained in western legai thinking that can faciiitate the understanding of western
concepts and their adaptation into the Armenian iegai framework at aii ieveis. The creation
of judicial systems with independent, trained judges and functioning courts as weii as the
existence of lawyers trained to function effectivelyin democratic societies are cruciai for the
development of the free market, investments and democtacy. in a recent meeting of the
AUA board of directors, the Vice President of the Republic, Mr. Gagik Harutunian,
emphasized the acute need for the training of iawvers in Armenia and requested AUA’s
assistance in formuiating a iaw program.

Qur proposal for a iaw program at AUA has a three prong approach which we
beiieve wiii lay a solid foundation for ldel 16drﬂlnL
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1} An LL.M. program focusing on international and comparative iaw to train a steady
stream of lawyers in western iegal thinking;

Z) Iraining and continuing education programs for iawyers, iaw professors. judges and
members of the iegisiature on issues of specific and immediate concern; and

3) A Law Center at AUA which will operate in conjunction with the LL.M. program
and the training programs to provide an ongoing reiationship with the iegisiature,
governmental agencies, and other law schools based on legal research and outreach
WwOork.

While the LL.M. program is the backbone of our proposal and provides the formai
training and preparation of a criticai mass of western trained iawvers. its reai effect in the
country wiil be feit in the long run, when a suificient number of program graduates are
absorbed in various positions of impact. In order for these graduates to be effective and
positive stimuii in the iegal community of the country, they wiii need to be supported by a
legisiative and an institutional framework receptive to their contributions. Otherwise, their
impact may be severely limited in light of existing vested interests and generational
differences which will be foreseeable for gquite some time between our graduates and the
remaining Armenian iegai community. Without estabiishing a support basis for these western
concepts in the iegal and governmental communities at iarge, the LL. M. graduates may not
find their proper piace in Armenia, iooking instead to the outside worid for their
employment.

1o bridge this gap in a practical sense and iay the general foundation in the country.
we propose to begin more immediately, and continue in paraiiei with the LL.M. program
for some time, a program for short term training and symposia through the university
txtension. Such training and workshops will make avaiiabie a practicai and appiied iearning
to those who will probably constitute the significant buik of the iegai community or those
impacting legal reform and legai education and who may not be abie or wiliing otherwise
to attend the LL.M. program. Simiiarly, the estabiishment of a Law Center is intended to
boister the impact of the LL.M. graduates by sponsoring iegai research and outreach
programs which can institutionalize a stronger iink with government, the drafting of
iegisiation, other iaw schools and iegai associations. The Law Center wouid buiid another
continuing foundation between AUA and the legai community.

Finaily, it is important to consider the concentration of the three suggested activities
in one piace, at AUA. This wili provide greater coordination, fiexibiiityin programming and
aliow a more economical sharing of resources.
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Il PROGKAM OUILIN
{. LL.M. in International and Comparative Law.

This program is intended for those who hoid a iaw degree from a iocaily accepted
institution, such as Yerevan State University. The program is based on the premise that
students will have iearned the basics of Armenian law during their iaw school education. The
LL.M. program would introduce them to American and European concepts of iaw, civii
society, business transactions and international organizations. The goai is to train these
individuals to think like western lawyers and deveiop a working understanding of western
legal concepts. Initially, such graduates wiii be crucial in bridging the gap between Armenian
and western concepts in private business transactions, government agreements etc... The
steady increase of such a group over time will undoubtediy impact the drafting and
impiementation of Armenian iaws in areas which are wider than those initiaily proposed in
this LL.M. program.

1he program is conceived as a yvear and a half program over five academic guarters.
Students wiil first be admitted to the University’s Intensive English Program (IEFP). Given
appropriate notitication to potential appiicants in February and March 1996, the admission
and graduation schedules wili be as foiiows:

Admission of students into the IEP May 1990

Compietion of the IEP (1) November 1996
Admission into the LL.M. Program Fail 1996 or March 1997
First graduating ciass August 1998

Based on the needs and assessments presented to us to date by various Armenian
government officials and U.S. legal experts. we propose o offer courses in the LL.M.
program concentrating in comparative and internationai law. An iflustrative iisting of courses
is attached (See Attachment B).

While this listing indicates the types of courses which can be offered, the weaith of
the program would depend on the seiection which can be made avaiiabie to the students so
they can either develop a concentration in business transactions, or one in constitutionai and
criminal law courses. The exact aiiocation of credit hours per course, the definition of a core
program vs. electives, and additional precision of course content wiil be deveioped with
further consuitation of iegal experts and educators in this particular fieid prior to the
impiementation of the program. The program is intended to have fiexibility over time, so
that certain topics receive greater attention than others as the needs of the country and the

. Because of the dilticult winter conditions, the University’s normal course ollerings are not available
i winter. The academic year comprises the Spring, Summer and Fall quarters beginning in March and ending
i November.
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region evolve. It 1s expected that such a program in internationai and comparative iaw wiil
attract students to AUA from the whole region. Furthermore, the addition of an LL.M.
program will be a natural compiement to AUA’s other graduate programs opening the
posstbility of joint degree programs with the existing Masters Degree in Poiitical Science and
M.B.A. At this time, we are not proposing to hold evening classes or part-time teaching
towards an LL.M. program. We feel that it would be best to keep things simpié initially and
review this possibiiity after the program is in place for some time.

Z. Training and Continuing Education Programs.

We propose to undertake technicai assistance and training workshops to seiected
groups of lawyers working in the government and speciaily, the iegisiature. This specific need
was aiso articuiated by the Vice President of the Repubiic iast week. We feel that it is
crucial to reach the iegisiature as it is the main body formuiating the iaws in the country. We
propose to conduct four workshops during the Summer and Faii of 1996, with each
workshop comprising approximateiy i3 to 18 contact hours over a period of two to three
weeks each. The workshops are intended to focus on a particuiar topic or document and
provide a participatory working reiationship between the U.S. counterpart and the Armenian
lawyers or legisiators. During the course of this month, we wili hoid meetings with
government officiais to evaiuvate the areas which may be of immediate need and in which
we feel a short term workshop can bring a tangibie improvement. We wiii be happy to
submit these topics with greater detail at such time.

To conduct these four workshops, we propose to seiect 40 to 30 iawyers and teach
them engiish during the winter and spring months of 1996 so that their interaction with their
U.S. counterpart can be conducted for the most part without simuitaneous transiation.
English will be taught in groups of 13-20 students. We feei that the iearning of engiish wiii
be a cruciai step forward for the future advancement of these iawvers and their use of a
wealth of written material which can be then made accessibie to them. After the engiish
training, the group would be divided in different workshops iimited to about 10 to 13
participants.

As indicated in the Program Overview above, we propose to continue such workshops
in 1997 and 1998. The topics and exact participants wiii be defined after the first set of

workshops in 1996.

3. Establishment of a Law Center.

We propose 1o establish a center for applied legal research and outreach in 1997, as
the students are seiected into the LL.M. program. The purpose of this center is to conduct
legal research and foster activities in the iocai iegal community which wiii heip improve the
overall professionaiism of the fieid in Armenia. Some of the LL.M. graduates can initiaiiy
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work in this center aiong with other iocai lawyers. By deveioping a ciose relationship with
the government and the iegisiature, the center can conduct research and drafting anaivsis
work on legisiation and legal policy matters pertaining to Armenian iaw or Armenia’s
negotiations in international areas. Thus the LL. M. graduates working on such issues wiil put
their training to use not oniy in the context of international iaw. but in appiving some of
these concepts in work done on Armenian iaw. The education received at AUA would
provide them with the iegai training necessary for them to deveiop further research expertise
in other fieids.

As its outreach work. the Center could enhance the organization of various iegai
professionai associations such as those for business iawyers,criminai lawyersand prosecutors,
trial lawvers and judges, etc... Traditionaily, these specialized associations become exceiient
vehicies to raise discussion on issues of common concern and thus provide a means for seii-
education to peopie in practice. In addition, the sponsorship of prizes and competitions such
as advocacy competitions between schoois or various professional associations piay an
important role in the sharing of information and the general increase in the ievel of iegal
debate. In due course, such a center could piay a pivotal roie in promoting the organization
of a national bar association free of government controi and serving independent advocates
and counsellors. The Center would aiso make a major contribution in impacting reform at
the level of the iocai iaw schoois.

The importance of such a center is its interaction with the local iegai community and
the legisiative process in the country. Such continued invoivement wiii establish a much
needed bridge between the on going academic teaching in the LL.M. program and iegai
deveiopments in the country. Whiie the cross exchange wiil be beneficial to ail, it wiil serve
to support and expand the LL.M. program at AUA.

The combination of the three proposed activities in this Law Program over a three
yvear period, will be crucial in solidifying the function and preeminence of law in Armenian
civii society. The investment will be one not only in education, but the overail stabiiity,
democratization and the stimuiation of iong term investments in the country and by
extension, the whoie region.

Submitted by Suzy M. Antounian
Qctober 23, 1995
Yerevan
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American University of Armenia
Proposal for a Law Program
Attachment A

BUDGET

An illustrative budget is indicated below. Budget categories are meant for

informationai purposes.

1996:

i. Engiish training of Li.M. Appiicants
Pianning Meeting to finalize the curricuium
Anciilary educationai expenses (GRE or LSAT examination) (%)
University Administration and Coordination
indirect Costs (36 %)
Total forthe LL.M. Preparation

2. Engiish for the continuing education preparation
Four Workshops

Travel

Communication, copying and supplies

Program coordination and administration
Indirect Cost (36%)

Total forthe Continuing Education Programs

i997:
3. i0-12 courses in the LL.M. Program
Travel

Program Director

Communication, copying and suppiies
Administration, Books, Audit and Anciiiary expenses
Indirect Cost (36%)

Total forthe LL.M. Program

12,000
3.000
10,000

v

2. All students admitted to AUA’s graduate programs take either the GRE or GMA'l' examinations which
are admumustered at AUA in December. AUA is a testing center for the Educational ‘Testing Services (ETS).
We will need to determine whether LL.M. applicants will take the LSAT or the GRE as a way to evaluate

their english and comprehension.
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o

Continuing Education Workshops

Initial Startup Expenses of the Law Center

199&:

8-10 courses in the LL.M. Program

Travei

Program Director

Communication, copying and suppiies
Administration, Books, Audit and Anciilary expenses
indirect Cost (36 %)

Total forthe LL.M. Program

Conrinuing Education Workshops

Expansion of the Law Center Programs
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American University of Armenia
Proposai for a Law Program
Attachment B

Comparative Law

A comparison of the world’s major iegal systems - civii, common and isiamic. Consideration
of the history, sources of iaw and a review of hailimari institutions in each system. the roie
of lawyers, procedure and selected substantive legal issues.

Seiected Topics in Civii Law
Comparative study of seiected topics in Armenian iaw and their treatment under different
civii and common iaw systems.

Comparative Constitutionai Law

A comparison of basic constitutionai concepts in Civii and Common Law jurisdictions,
covering issues such as sources of state powers, limitations on the exercise of governmentai
power, fundamentai rights and legisiative enforcement of constitutionai rights.

Seilected topics in Criminai Law and Procedure
Comparative study of seiected topics in Armenian iaw and their treatment under different
civii and common iaw systems.

Introductionto the American Legai System

Examination of the iaw that governs the interreiations of the three branches of the federai
government. Keview of the federal government structure, the immunities of the members
of Congress and of Executive officers, impeachment, congressionai power over federai
jurisdiction, executive orders and the iimits of presidentiai “Lawmaking”, presidentiai and
iegisiative vetoes, executive priviiege, executive and congressionai oversight of poiicy and
controis on spending.

Legai Entities
Basic survey of the various forms of doing business, such as corporations, limited iiabiiity
companies, partnerships, trusts, estates and joint ventures

European Union Law
Review of the basic institutionai structure and legai system of the European Union, inciuding
the powers and functions of the Councii, Commission, Pariiament and Court of Jjustice.
Review of the process of rule-making through reguiations, the supremacy of treaties over
nationai iaw and the protection of basic rigits.
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Pubiic internationai Law

introductory survey of the iegai system governing reiations among states, internationai
organizations, naturai and juridicai individuais. Anaiysis of the sources of internationai iaw,
inciuding the formation of customary norms and techniques of treaty interpretation; the
appiication and enforcement of internationai iaw in domestic courts, internationai tribunais,
organizations and dipiomacy.

Internationai Commerciai Law

InC ‘s[ll(.lV ()I lﬂtelndll()ndl IIdHSd(,El()HS I()f [HL Dm(.nase Sdle and Imdnung of 2()()(1% das
governed by the U.N. Convention on Contracts for the internationai Saie of Goods and
other muitilaterai treaties on internationai iease, financing, commerciai paper and fund
UdIlSIGIS

Internationai Arbitration:Sur vey of arbitration and reiated mechanisms of (ll‘sDUlL resolution
in the internationai iegai system that arise out of Lommerua! financial and governmentai
transactions. Analysis of arbitration agreements, process of arbitr d[l()ll enforcement of
awards and pr lnLlDdlS E()VLI’I’IIH}Z UISD()SIU()H of ciaims. Review of various arbitrai tribunais
and their rules.

Internationai Banking

Study of the internationai monetary system, inciuding the IMFP and aiiied institutions.
internationai ioan transactions and reguiation of internationai financing organizations.
Structure and terms of internationai ioans and banking institutions. Comparisons of different
nationai approaches to bank reguiation, and cooperation of reguiators in supervising
internationai banking activity.

Law and Internationai Economic Deveiopment

Keview the role of private foreign investment as a vehicie for economic development in
developing nations. Review of negotiations and drafting of investment agreements in
economic sectors of particuiar importance to developing nations. Review of actuai and
model agreements in arcas such as mining ventures, hotel services, construction
management, distributorship and generai services contracts.

mtemattonalUrgamzauons Anaiysis of iegal issues arising out of the creation and operation
of organizations of nation states. R eview issues of IE‘/Edl nerwndmv treaty making and norm
creation, pr lVlI(,!.’,(,‘s and immunities, membersmp (llSDU[C. settiement and withdrawai. Review
of the structure and functions of certain U.N. or i{dl’llZd[l()n\ and others such as the
internationai Bank for Reconstruction and L}evuonmcm the Internationai Monetary Fund,

the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, the internationai Civii Aviation Organization
and the Internationai Labor Organization.

Internationai Human Kights Law
introduction to the theory and practice of internationai human rights iaw and analysis of the
roie it has piaved in recent decades in discourse on internationai iaw. Overview of basic
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human rights, theoreticai iegal mechanisms for enforcing human rights. a review of
internationai and regionai human rights instruments and institutions, practicai poiiticai
reaiities of promoting human rights and the law of war and the Geneva Conventions.

Internationaiand Comparative Patent Law

Comparative overview of patent laws and reguiations with a review of patentabiiity
requirements, infringement, remedies, patent prosecution issues and patent transactions.
Review of seiected treaties and topics.

internationaiand Comparative Environmentai Law

Review of the environmentai iaws of the U.S. and the European Community. Review
differences in impiementation and enforcement of environmentai iaws under these different
jurisdictions. Comparative examination of seiected issues such as reguiation of nuciear
energy, liabilityfor transnational nuciear poiiution, waste management reguiations and other
seiected topics.

Negotiating Deais and Disputes
Review of basic negotiation skiiis and simuiation exercises for practicing iawyers with a focus
on reaching compromise in agreements and disputes resoiution.

Internationai Agreementsand Treaties
Comparative review of seiected biiaterai and muitiiateral treaties between states such as tax
treaties, extradition treaties and others, inciuding a review of enforcement mechanisms.

of professionai conduct and moral philosophy in civil and common law traditions; roies of
bar associations and courts in reguiating iawyer conduct.

Legai Writing

Instruction and practice in iegal writing and analysis with primary emphasis on ietters.
memoranda and citation of internationai sources.
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